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international filing date ar cannot be considered to invalve an inventive step when the document is taken
alone
"L"  document which may throw doubts on priority claim{s)or  "Y"  document of particular relevance; the claimed invention cannot be considered to
which is ¢ited to establish the publication date of another involve an inventive step when the document is cembined with one or more other
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2, I:‘ Claims Nos.:
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an extent that no meaningful international search can be carried out, specifically:

3. I:' Claims Nos:

because they are dependent claims and are not drafted in accordance with the second and third sentences of Rule 6.4{a)

Bex No. III  Observations where unity of invention is lacking (Continuation of item 3 of first sheet)

This Intemational Searching Autharity found multiple inventions in this international application, as follows:

Sece Supplemental Box for Details

As all required additional scarch fecs were timely paid by the applicant, this international search report covers all
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As only some of the required additional search fees were timely paid by the applicant, this international search report
covers only those claims for which fees were paid, specifically claims Nos.:
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Y page 6 27
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Supplemental Box

Continuation of: Box ITI
This International Application does not comply with the requirements of unity of invention because it does not relate to one
invention or to a group of inventions so linked as to form a single general mventive concept.

This Authority has found that there are different inventions based on the following features that separate the claims into distinct
groups:

GROUP 1: Claims 1-18, 30-32 (part) are directed to methods of treating a decetaxel induced neutropenia, comprising administering
plinabulin via several dosage regimes.

GROUP 2: Claims 19-20 and 21-32 (part) are directed to a method of treating chemotherapy induced neutropenia or stimulating
neutrophil survival comprising administering plinabulin and one or more G-CSF (granulocyte colony stimulating factor) drugs.

GROUP 3: Claims 33-37 — a pharmaceutical composition comprising plinabulin 1mg-40mg alone or with a separate container
comprising docctaxel.

PCT Rule 13.2, first sentence, states that unity of invention is only fulfilled when there is a technical relationship among the

claimed inventions involving one cr more of the same or corresponding special technical features. PCT Rule 13.2, second sentence,
defines a special technical feature as a feature which makes a contribution over the prior art.

‘When there is no special technical festure commeon to all the claimed inventions there is no unity of invention.

In the above proups of claims, the identified features may have the potential to make a contribution over the prior art but are not
common tc all the claimed inventions and therefore cannot provide the required technical relationship, The only feature common to
all of the claimed inventions and which provides a technical relationship among them is the treatment of neutropenia via the
administration of plinabulin. However this feature does not make a contribution over the prior art because it is disclosed in at least:
D1: WO 2015/051543 A1 (BEYONDSPRING PHARMACEUTICALS INC.) 16 April 2015

Therefore in the light of this document this common feature cannot be a special technical feature. Therefore there is no special
technical feature cemmon to all the claimed inventiens and the requirements for unity of invention are consequently not satisfied «

posieriori,

Despite the unity issue, all claims have been searched.
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