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To all thom it may concern: 

Be it known that I, RUDOLF GoTTFRID 
NILSON RAHNE, a subject of the King of: 
Sweden, residing at Gottenborg, in the 
county of Gottenborg and Bohus and King 
dom of Sweden, have invented new and use 
ful Improvements in Finger-Boards for 
Violins, of which the following is a specifi 
cation. . . . . . . . . . 
This invention relates to finger boards for 

violins and as the primary object thereof 
consists in the provision of a device de 
signed to be of assistance in instructing be 
ginners to play a violin or other similar 
stringed instrument and facilitate the teach 
ing of the proper position of the fingers. 
The invention consists of metal pieces or 
other similar members provided with ele 
vations, recesses or other suitable marks 
positioned upon the finger-board close to 
the strings, so that the marks are easily 
perceptible to the player. 
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According to the present invention the 
marking members consist of metal ribbons 
which are so attached to the fingerboard. 
of the violin so that one ribbon will lie next 
to each string, thus enabling the player to 
locate the proper note, the same being indi 
cated by the marks on the ribbons. The 
vibrating strings do not come in contact 
with the ribbons. Furthermore the marked 
ribbons are arranged so as to be easily of 
different instruments. 
The accompanying drawing shows an em 

- bodiment of the invention, provided for vio 
S. 

Figure 1 shows a plan view of the neck 
portion of a violin with the improved finger 
guide applied, 

Fig. 2 a side-view of the same parts, 
Fig. 3 shows a detail in cross-section and 
Fig. 4 the same detail in plan-view. 
The apparatus is provided with two 

clasps 1 and 2, between which are extended 
a plurality of metal ribbons 3, correspond 
ing to the number of strings 10, said ribbons 
being provided with stamped marks or ele 
vations. 4. When applied to the finger 
board one ribbon lies alongside each of the 
strings 10. The marks 4 are spaced at a 
certain distance from each other, for in 
stance, corresponding to the distance of 
the notes. The outer clasp 1 is attached to 
the head 5 of the violin and the inner 
clasp 2 to the bottom of the neck of the 
violin, for which purpose the clasps are 
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provided with a stationary flange or tongue 
12 and a slidable flange or tongue 13, actu 
ated by a thumb screw 14, by means of 
which the sliding flange 13 can be moved 
clamp the claspiupon the neck of the violin, 
as illustrated by dotted lines in Fig. 3. 

In order that the improved device may be 
adapted to be used upon violins of various 
sizes and designs, the distance between the 
Iribbons 3 must be adjustable to correspond 
to the distances between the strings 10. For 
this reason the ends: 6 of the ribbons 3 in 
the embodiment of the invention, as clearly 
illustrated by Figs. 3 and 4, are given an 

the sides 7 of the clasp 1, thus projecting 
outside of this clasp. By pushing in or 
withdrawing the ends 6, the ribbons 3 are 
adjusted into their proper position in rela 
tion to the strings 10, and may be locked in 
this position by means of a thumb-screw 8, 
acting on a plate 9, and thus the ends 6 of 
the ribbons are secured against the bottom 
surface 11 of the clasp 1. The inner clasp 2 
and the corresponding ends of the ribbons 
3 may also be arranged in a similar manner, 
if it be considered expedient. To facili 
tate the sidewise adjustment of the ribbons 
it is convenient to divide each ribbon in two 
portions 15 and 16, whereby the one portion 
15 constitutes the ribbon proper and the 
other portion 16 the end portion, which is 
fitted into the clasp 2. The two ribbon por 
tions 15 and 16 are joined together by means 
of a joint 17, so that no breaking stress will 
be set up in the ribbons when adjusting 
their sidewise distances. 
The ribbons 3 are applied so close to the 

several strings 10, that the fingers of the 
player, when touching a string will at the 
same time touch the adjacent ribbon 3. A 

toward the stationary flange 12 and thereby 

angular shape and are slidably arranged in 
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device of standard size may be employed, 
and the requisite adjustment of the distance 
between the finger positions is effected by a 
slight displacement upward or downward 
of the bridge of the violin. Although the 
device according to the embodiment shown 
in the accompanying drawing has for its 
object to serve as a guide only for the first 
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position, there is nothing to prevent it from 
being extended by lengthening the ribbons 
3. The invention is not limited to the em 
bodiment described above, but changes in 
the details may be made provided such 
changes are within the scope of the claims. 
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Having thus described my invention, 
what I claim is: a 1. A finger-guide for violins comprising 
a plurality of metal ribbons, one for each 

5. of the strings, each ribbon being provided 
with a series of tangible marks easily per 
ceptible to the touch of the fingers, and 
means to hold the ribbons upon the finger 
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board each obliquely below its proper string 
in such a manner that the string when 
pressed down during the playing will not 
touch the marked ribbon, substantially as 
described. 

2. A finger-guide for violins comprising as 
plurality of tangibly marked ribbons ap 
plied to the fingerboard of the instrument, 
one ribbon alongside of each of the strings, 
clamping members to hold the ribbons on 
the fingerboard, the ends of the ribbons be 
ing slidably mounted in said clamping 
members so that the distances between the 
ribbons may be adjusted to suit the distances 
between the strings of the instrument. 
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3. A finger-guide for violins comprising 
a plurality of tangibly marked ribbons ap 
plied to the finger board of the violin along 
side the strings thereof and having the 
ends bent angularly, clamping members at 
tached to the finger-board near the ends 
of the ribbons, each including a stationary 
member and a movable member, the bent 
ends of the ribbons being arranged between 
the stationary and movable parts of the 
clamping members and set screws for forc 
ing the movable clamping members toward : 
the bent ends of the ribbons so as to hold 
the bent ends of the ribbons against the 
stationary members of the clamping mem 
bers, substantially as described and for the 
purpose set forth. 
In testimony whereof I have affixed my 

signature in presence of two witnesses. 
RUDOLF GOTTFRID NILSON RAINE. 

Witnesses: 
GUSTAv SETH, 
SIGURD CARLSON. 
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