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This invention relates to containers, and more
particularly to covering devices or tops for use
in connection with cartons or packages.

A main object of the invention is to provide a
novel and improved arrangement of a box top and
cover therefor, said arrangement being very sim-
ple in structure, being easy to manipulate, and
providing a removable closure for a container
after the container has been opened.

A further object of the invention is to provide
an improved removable closure for a box top,
such as for the top of a food receptacle or pack-
age, said closure being very simple to manipulate,
the closure being adapted to substantially seal
the opening in the top of a container, and the
closure being provided with means for prevent-
ing loss thereof. .

Further objects and advantages of the inven-
tion will become apparent from the following de-
scription and claims, and from the accompany-
ing drawings, wherein: _

Figure 1 is a perspective view of a container
provided with an improved closure device accord-
ing to the present invention;

Figure 2 is a perspective view similar to Fig-
ure 1, but showing the closure element removed
from covering relationship with respect to the
opened top corner of the container;

Figure 3 is an enlarged cross-sectional detail
view taken on line 3—3 of Figure 1;

Figure 4 is an enlarged cross-sectional detail
view taken on line 4—4 of Figure 1;

Figure. 5 is a fragmentary perspective view
showing the top corner of a container prior to
the opening of said top corner to permit the pour-
ing of the contents of the container, the arrange-
ment being in accordance with the present inven-
tion.

Referring to the drawings, {1 designates a con-
tainer such as a container for cereal or other
food, the container being generally rectangular
in shape and being made of cardboard or other
similar material. The container 1f is substan-
tially conventional in construction, except at one
of its upper corners, the container having fas-
tened thereto at said upper corner a cardboard
strip, designated generally at i2. Strip 12 com-
prises identical side wings 13, .13 extending at
right angles to each other and disposed adjacent
the respective side and side walls of the contain-
- er |1, indicated respectively at (4, .15. The con-

tainer has a top wall indicated at 16. - The side
wings 13, 18 are secured in spaced relation to
" respective walls 14 and 15 by interposing spacer
strips 17 and {8 between the side marginal por-
tions of said side wings and respective walls 14,
(5, the elements being glued together so that a
right-angled vertical sheath or receptacle is de-
fined between the strip {2 and the upper corner
portion of the container I{. At said upper cor-
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2 .
ner, the strip 12 is formed with a V-notch, des
ignated at 19.

As shown in Pigure 5, the upper corner portion
of the container is scored or perforated along the
lines 20, 20 adjacent the edges of the V-notch {8
and is also scored along the top marginal lines 21,
21, whereby an opening, such as shown at 22 in
Figure 2, will be defined at the upper corner when
the box is cut along the scored lines 20, 20 and
21, 2i, and the portion of the box enclosed by said
score lines is removed. The pouring opening thus
defined is provided with an overhanging lip 23
defined by the corner of the top 16 of the box, as
shown in Figure 2. The lip 23 acts as a guide
or baffie element in pouring material from the
box, whereby the material may be more accu-
rately directed than would be the case if the
guide lip were omitted.

Designated at 24 is a right-angled corner-
shaped cap, made of cardboard or the like, and
shaped to fit in the sheath or sleeve defined at
the upper corner of the box by the strip member
12 and the spacer strips 1T and 18. The corner
cover 24 comprises right-angularly arranged side
wall elements 25 and 26 connected by a horizontal
top wall element 27, said top element 27 having
an arcuate peripheral edge 28, and being rein-
forced adjacent said peripheral edge by an arcu-
ate cardboard strip 29 glued or otherwise suit-
ably secured to the bottom surface of the wall
element 21. Designated at 30 is a piece of string
having one end passing through an aperture in
the wall 21 of the corner cap and knotted, as
shown at 31. The other end of the string 30 is
secured in a similar fashion to a tab 32 of card-
board or the like, glued or otherwise suitably se-
cured to the box top 16 adjacent the corner there-
of. As shown in Figure 1, the corner cap 24 may
be disposed in the right-angled sheath or sleeve
defined by the corner strip 12 with respect to the
walls 14 and |5 of the box in covering relation to
the opening 22 subsequent to the cutting away
of the material of the box to form said cpening,
as previously described. To expose the opening
22, the cover 24 is merely lifted by means of the
string 30 from the position of Figure 1 to the open
position of Figure 2, allowing material to be dis-~
pensed from the box through the opening 22.
The opening may be covered by replacing the
corner cap 24 in its sheath or sleeve, as above
defined, to return the cover to the position of
Figure 1. In this position, the arcuate stiffening

‘strip 29 engages the top wall {6 of the box with

- substantially sealing contact.

60

When the box is sold, the cover 24 is in the
position shown in Figure 1, the box being covered
by a suitable wrapper or being sold without such
a wrapper. 'To open the box, the consumer first
lifts off the cover 24 by means of the string 30
and then cuts away the corner of the hox along
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the scored lines 20, 20 and 2i, 21 to thereby
define the pouring opening 22. Material may
then be dispensed from the box through said
opening. When the box is to be stored for
future use after having been opened, the cover
24 is replaced in the position shown in Figure 1,
whereby the opening 22 is protected against the
entry of insects or other sources of contamina-
tion. Whenever it is desired to dispense the
material from the box, the cover 24 may be lifted
off, as above described, by means of the attach-
ment string 30. .

10

A plurality of boxes of different cereals may -

be packed within the same wrapper. For ex-
ample, two boxes of similar size may be stacked
and enclosed in a single wrapper. Two small
boxes may be placed side by side and stacked
on top of a large box and enclosed in a single
wrapper. Four small boxes may be grouped to
define a rectangular stack and the stack may be
enclosed in a single wrapper.

While a specific embodiment of a box top ar-
rangement has been disclosed in the foregoing
description, it is to be understood that various
modifications within the spirit of the invention
may occur to those skilled in the art. There-
fore, it is intended that no limitations be placed
on the invention except as defined by the scope
of the appended claims.

What is claimed is:

1. In a carton having a top wall and adjoining
side and end walls depending from side and
end edges said top wall to define a carton corner,
said side and end walls being cut away to de-
fine a dispensing opening having said top wall
as its upper boundary, a strip extending vertical-
ly along said corner comprising side wings se-
cured to the exteriors of said side and end walls,
said wings having portions spaced from the ex-
teriors of the side and end walls and from the
side and end edges of said top wall to define &
sheath, and a corner-shaped cap comprising a
top wall and sidev-alls depencing therefrom and
downwardly inserted in sald sheath between the
exteriors of said carton side and end walls and
said wings with the cap top wall overlying the
carton top wall and closing said dispensing open-
ing.
2. In a carton having a top wall and adjoining
side and end walls depending from side and end
edges said top wall to define a carton corner,
said side and end walls being cut away to de-
fine a dispensing opening having said top wall
as its upper boundary, a strip extending verti-
cally along said corner comprising side wings
secured to the exteriors of said side and end
walls, said wings having portions spaced from
the exteriors of the side and end walls and from
the side and end edges of said top wall to de-
fine a sheath, and a corner-shaped cap compris-
ing a top wall and sidewalls depending there-
from and downwardly inserted in said sheath be-
tween the exteriors of said carton side and end
walls and said wings with the cap top wall over-
lying the carton top wall and closing said dis-
pensing opening, said cap having means for
lifting said cap out of said sheath to expose said
dispensing opening comprising a string secured to
the cap top wall.
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7
3. In a carton having a top wall and adjoin-

ing side and end walls depending from side and
end edges said top wall to define a carton corner,
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said side and end walls being cut away to de-
fine a dispensing opening having said top wall
as its upper boundary, & strip extending vertical-
1y along said corner comprising side wings se-
cured to the exteriors of said side and end walls,
said wings having portions spaced from the ex-
teriors of the side and end walls and from the
side and end edges of said top wall to define &
sheath, and a corner-shaped cap comprising a
top wall and sidewalls depending therefrom and
downwardly inserted in said sheath between the
exteriors of saild carton side and end walls and
said wings with the cap top wall overlying the
carton top wall and closing said dispensing open-
ing, said strip being formed with a notch regis-
tered with said dispensing opening arranged to
be closed by said cap in its closed position.

4. In a carton having a top wall and joined
side and end walls depending from side and
end edges of the top wall to define an upper
carton corner, portions of the side and end walls
being cut away below said top wall to define a
dispensing opening bounded at its upper end by
said top wall, a corner strip extending vertically
along the carton corner having side wings ex-
tending along the éxteriors of said side and
end walls, spacing means extending along outer
vertical marginal portions of said wings and
securing said wings to the side and end walls so .
that inner vertical marginal portions of said
wings are spaced from the exteriors of said side
and end walls so as to define an external sheath
cn the carton corner, and a corner-shaped cap
comprising a top wall having joined sidewalls
depending therefrom and arranged to be remov-
ably inserted downwardly in said sheath between
said sheath and the side and end walls of the
carton with the cap top wall overlying the car-
ton tcp wall whereby said dispensing opening
is closed by said cap:

5. In a carton having a top wall and adjoin-
ing side and end walls depending from the side
and end edges of said top wall to define a carton
corner, said side and end walls being cut away
to define a dispensing opening having said top
wall as its upper boundary, .. strip extending
vertically along said corner comprising side wings
secured to the exteriors of said side and end
walls, said wings having portions spaced from
the exteriors of the side and end walls and from
the side and end edges of said top wall to de-
fine a sheath, and a corner-shaped cap compris-
ing a top wall and sidewalls depending therefrom
and downwardly inserted in said sheath between
the exteriors of sald carton side and end walls
and said wings with the cap top wall overlying
the carton top wall and closing said dispensing
opening, said carton top wall being unmutilated
to define a guide lip between the carton side and
end walls projecting outwardly over the upper
end of the dispensing opening.
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