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To all whom it may concern: 
Be it known that we, EDWIN L. MARSHALL 

and AMOS E. COLBY, of Cleveland, in the 
county of Cuyahoga and State of Ohio, have 
invented a certain new and Improved Book 
keeper's Arm and Hand Rest; and we do 
hereby declare that the following is a full, 
clear, and complete description thereof, refer 
ence being had to the accompanying draw 
ings, making part of the same. 

Figure 1 is a view of a book having applied 
thereto the rest. Fig. 2 is a side view of the 
rest detached. 

Like letters of reference refer to like parts 
in the several views. 
The nature of this invention relates to a 

rest applied to the foot of an account-book or 
other book, whereon those making entries 
may rest the hand while writing on the lines 
at the foot of the page, and thereby relieve 
the hand and arm from a cramped or strained 
position, and thus facilitate the act of record 
ing in the book. 
The rest alluded to consists of a pallet or 

board, A, in length about the width of a page 
of a book, and sufficiently wide to afford a 
rest for the arm and hand holding the pen. 
In the upper edge of the board are inserted 
fingers B, consisting of short thin strips of 
metal. C is a spring - clamp, consisting of a piece 
of wire bent double, as shown in Fig. 2. To 
one branch, D, of the clamp is attached, by 
straps or hinges E. E", the rest or board A. 
In the hinge E is cut a slot or notch for the 
accommodation of the pin a, inserted in the 
branch D of the clamp, to prevent the hinge 
from sliding thereon and from becoming dis 
placed. 
F is a band connecting the two branches of 

the clamp, retaining them in a parallel and 
distant relation to each other, as shown in 
the drawing. Said band may be placed above 
the hinge E', in which event the pin a and 
notch in the hinge may be dispensed with, as 
the band will prevent the hinge from sliding 
on the clamp. There may be one or more of 
said bands used in connection with the clamp. 
The application of the rest to the book for 

the purpose specified is shown in Fig. 1, in 
which it will be seen that the branch D of 
the clamp is inserted between the back of 
the leaves and the inside of the back of the 
cover of the book G, as indicated by the dot 
ted lines b, or otherwise, thus clamping the 

book between the two branches of the clamp, 
which will prevent the board from slipping. 
The edge of the board is adjusted to the 
edge of the foot of the page H, with the fin 
gers B resting just upon the margin below 
the last line. This application of the board 
makes a rest for the hand below the page, so 
that the last line or lines can be written upon 
With a resting hand, the same as When Writ 
ing on the lines farther up the page. 

In the event the rest is required for the 
left-hand page, the board is simply lifted from 
the page E and turned over onto the page 
I, as indicated by the dotted lines c. The ap. 
plication of the rest to other pages of the 
book will be readily perceived; hence no fir 
ther explanation will be necessary. 
The board or rest being hinged to the clamp 

allows of its being readily turned from one 
page to the other, as from right to the left, 
and from left to right, without removing the 
clamp from the book. 
Should the leaves of the book be inclined 

to spring upward, as is often the case in new 
books or thick paper, the rest may be pushed 
upward, so as to bring the edge of the board 
upon the edge of the page instead of the fin 
gers. The entire length will thus be laid up 
on the page, which will press it down smooth 
ly and flat, to be written upon. 

Hand-rests ordinarily used for the purpose 
above specified are inserted under the leaves, 
which lifts them up, forming an uneven sur 
face and a ridge by the edge of the board. 
The board also soils and injures the page. 
This is avoided by the use of our improved 
rest, which is not inserted between the leaves; 
hence it can neither lift them up nor injure 
the paper. 
What we claim as our invention, and desire 

to secure by Letters Patent, is 
1. The clamp C, in combination with the 

board A, substantially in the manner as de 
scribed, and for the purpose set forth. 

2. The notched hinge E.', pin a, and band 
E, in combination with the board A and 
clamp C, in the manner as described, and for 
the purpose specified. 

3. In book-rests, the band A, hinged to the 
clamp C, substantially as and for the purpose 
set forth. 

EDWIN L, MARSHALL, 
Witnesses: AMOS E, COLBY. 

J. H. BURRIDGE, 
E. W. CRoss, 


