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Beit known that IFRANKA. LE Count, a 
citizen of the United States, residing at Ni 
antic,New London county, State of Connecti 
cut, have invented certain new and useful Im-. 
provements in Surcingles, which improve 
ments are fully set forth and described in the 
following specification, reference being had 
to the accompanying sheet of drawings. 
This invention has for its object to provide 

for use with ordinary surcingles an attach 
ment, of the nature of a pad, which will fit 
the withers of a horse and prevent the acci 
dental slipping of the surcingle as well as 
the slipping of a blanket held by said surcin 
gle. Saidpad is made of spring sheet metal, 
that will readily adapt itself to fit horses of 
various shapes and is, preferably, faced with 
rubber, or similar material, as hereinafter 
explained in detail. 
The annexed drawings illustrate my im 

proved surcingle in its simplest form, Figure 
1 showing the same complete and Fig. 2 being 
an enlarged, detached edge view of one of the 
pads which I have provided. Fig. 3 is a plan 
view of said pad. 

In the drawings the letter a denotes the 
surcingle strap, made of webbing or similar 
material, having at one end a buckle b and at 
the opposite end a perforated strap c adapted 
to coact with said buckle in the usual man 
ner. Upon each side of the central portion 
of strapa is a padd formed of curved spring 
metal of a size and shape that will fit the 
withers of a horse. Each of said pads is bent, 
at one end, into bow shape, as at d, the curve 
of the sheet metal being substantially the 
same as the depression, or “hollow,” upon 
each side of the backbone of the horse and 
said bow is securely riveted, or otherwise fas 
tened to the strap c, thus retaining the boW 
portion of the pad in about the same shape 
at all times. When the surcingle is drawn 
tightly around the horse these substantially 
rigid pads press firmly into the depressions 
at each side of the backbone and prevent the 
slipping of the surcingle. The remaining 
portion of the sheet metal pads is slitted as at 
d to make it very elastic or yielding and the 

ends of such slitted portions are secured by 
rivets to strap c. 

It will be noted that the slitted portions 
d lie parallel with, and upon, the said strap 
and whenever the latter is drawn tightly 
around the horse and seeks to follow the con 
tour of the horse's body, the slitted portions 
of the pad may also bend correspondingly 
but the curved or “bow” portions of the pad 
preserve at all times the same, or substan 
tially the same shape. 
To further increase the holding power of 

the surcingle, I preferably cover the inner or 
convex face of each spring pad d with soft 
rubber e which rubber is held, as here shown, 
by the several rivets as best seen in Fig. 2. 

I find in practice that adjustable spring 
pads, of my improved form, serve unfailingly 
to prevent slipping of either the surcingle 
proper or of a blanket held thereby, yet said 
pads do not add materially to the cost of such 
Surcingles. 
Having described my invention, I claim as 

new and wish to secure by Letters Patent 
1. A surcingle strap, provided with pads 

made of spring metal, each of said pads con 
sisting of a substantially rigid bow shaped 
part and a slitted end, and being riveted to 
the strap at the ends of the bow shaped part 
and also at the ends of the slitted part, said 
slitted part lying substantially parallel with 
the strap, substantially as described. 

2. The herein described surcingle, consist 
ing of the strap, the pads, made of spring 
metal and each consisting of a substantially 
rigid bow shaped end which projects beyond 
the plane of the surface of the strap and a 
slitted end which lies substantially parallel 
With the strap, each of said pads being riv 
eted to the strap at the ends of its bow shaped 
part and also at the ends of its slitted part, 
and a facing of rubber secured to the exposed 
faces of said pads, substantially as shown 
and described. 

FRANK A. LE COUNT. 
Witnesses: 

FRANK H. ALLEN, 
LILA. D. PEALE. 
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