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To all whom it may concern: 
Beit known that I, FRANCIs HICKMAN, of 

Reading, in the county of Berks and in the 
State of Pennsylvania, have invented certain 
new and useful Improvements in Folding 
Chairs; and do hereby declare that the follow. 
ing is a full, clear, and exact description there 
of reference being had to the accompanying 
drawings, and to the letters of reference marked 
thereon, making a part of this specification. 

This invention relates to an improved fold 
ing chair, the parts of which, when closed, 
Will all lie in one and the same plane, and oc 
cupy but little space, the chair being intended 
particularly for halls, theaters, and other 
Crowded public places. 
The invention consists of a chair composed 

of three pieces or parts of any suitable mate. 
rial, pivoted or hinged together in such man 
ner that when unfolded two of the parts will 
form the legs and back of the chair, and the 
remaining part the seat of the same, and when 
folded will all fall in the same plane, as will 
be hereinafter fully described. 

In the drawings, Figure 1 represents a per 
spective view of my invention with the parts 
unfolded, and Fig. 2 a view of the same with 
the parts closed or folded. 
The letter A represents the part of the chair 

which forms, the back and front legs of the 
same, and B the part which forms the rear 
legs and support for the front of the seat. 
These two parts are pivoted together or hinged 
at bb, and when folded fall in the same plane, 
as shown in Fig. 2, taking the form of a letter 
X when unfolded, as indicated in Fig. 1. B 
represents the seat, constructed of any suita 
ble material, pivoted or hinged at bib' within 
the upper part of the piece or frame A. Said 

seat is provided with a notch or catch, C, on 
its under side, which locks against the end of 
the piece or part B when the seat is turned 
down, and prevents the parts from slipping. 
The part B is provided with a slot, ac, at its 
rear end, so that when it is folded up within 
the part A. a space is provided for the upper 
end of the part B to lie within. 

It will be seen that in my construction of 
chair I need no round. The legs and braces 
are broad, and give great strengtil to the chair, 
and my chair when sawed out in the form 
shown is composed of simply three pieces. 
The various parts are preferably constructed 

of lumber, and sawed from one piece for the 
sake of economy, although they may be made 
of any other suitable material, such as cast 
iron, wrought-iron, or a combination of such 
materials and wood; or the frame or piece A 
may be made of bent or “set” lumber, and 
the chair of any other convenient or suitable 
material. 
Having fully described my invention, what 

I claim, and desire to secure by Letters Pat 
ent, is- . 
The within - described chair, consisting of 

the part A, cut out as shown, the part B. 
hinged thereto, and having slot a and stop C, 
and the part B hinged about midway to the 
part A, all substantially as and for the pur 
poses herein set forth. 

In testimony that I claim the foregoing I 
have hereunto set my hand this 8th day of 
March, 1875. 

FRANCIS HICKMAN. 
Witnesses: 

MATTHIAS MENGEL 
LEWI J. SMITH, 


