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UNITED STATES PATENT OFFICE 
1937,443 

: STAND FOR: DISPLAYENG conFECTIONERY 
AND THE KE. . . . 

Reginald Stanley Shears, Bromley, England 
Application May 3, 1932, serial No. 698,963, and , 

sia, Greatisritain May 4,931 . . . . . . 

4 Claims. (Ch. 211-81) 
This invention relates to stands for displaying 

confectionery and the-like, and has for its ob 
jeet to provide an apparatus for displaying the 
contents of bottles, or containers in an attrac 
tive manner, and for holding a number of said 

"bottles or containers compactly nested together 
whilst permitting them to be readily and inde 
pendently brought to a, eonvenient pesition for 
Serving therefron. - 
The apparatus according to my invention com 

prises a stand and a number of cradles supported 
by said stand, each said cradle being adapted to 
receive and hold a container or bottle, and being 
fulcrumed about a horizontal axis so as to be 
capable of swinging over from its displayed po 
'sition to permit extraction of the container or 
bottle contents at the rear of the stand. . 

In the carrying out of my invention, the appa 
ratus may conveniently comprise a stand con 
sisting of upstanding side members and heri 
ZOntal connecting members arranged at the 
front of the stand, a number of cradles being 
mounted to swing on each of said horizontal 
members with provision on each said. Cradle for 
receiving and holding a bottle or container. 
Stop means is provided for kimiting the forward 
and backward movement of each cradle to dis 
played and Serving positions respectively, said 
stop means being so arranged that the centre of 
gravity of the...bottle or container and cradle 
unit passes over the axis of Swinging during 
movement between such positions. Preferably, 
the horizontal connecting members of the Stand 
are arranged in relatively inclined positions so 
that differently elevated rows of containers or 
bottles collectively produce an inclined display 
at the front of the stand. 
The term “containers' where used herein, pri 

marily implies a receptacle having a transparent 
front for viewing the contents, although a com 
pletely opaque receptacle also is included within 
that definition, such forms of container being 
alternative to a glass bottle. 

In order that my invention may be readily 
understood, reference is directed to the annexed 
drawings which illustrate, by Way of example, 
practical apparatus in accordance therewith. 
In the drawingS:- 
Figure 1 is a side view of a three-tier appa 

ratus. 
Figure 2 is a plan view thereof. 
Figure 3 is a fragmentary vertical section il 

lustrating the cradle and lid mounting. 
Figure 4 is a plan of Figure 3 with the bottle 

omitted. 

Figure 5 is a view similar to Figure 3, depict 
ing a lid closure arrangement hereinafter re 
ferred to; and, Figure6 is a plan view of Figure 5 with the 
eradle-omitted for the sake of clearness. 
Referring to the drawings, the apparatus con 

prises a stand consisting of triangular side 
frames 7 which may be either vertically disposed 
or else slope upwardly and inwardly, depending 
tipon whether there are the same number of 
bottles in each row or a smaller number in each 
higher row, said side frames being connected by 
horizontal rods 8, which are positioned in in 
clined relation to one another. 
On each of the rods 8, except the uppermost 

one, there are fulcrumed a number of cradles 9, 

- 

eachi of which is of U-shape. . . . . . . 

The containers 10 are in the form of bottles 
each of which is formed with a flat, base 10, a 
radiused front 10b and an inclined neck opening 
10c, and the legs of the cradle are adapted to ex 
tend up the side of the bottle, the latter being 
formed with grooves 11 for accommodating said 
legs. Said cradle legs are of a length. Such as to 
project at the top of the bottle and are fitted 
with a removable cross-piece 12 attached by nuts 
13, or may have turned-over endportions adapt 
ced to engage over the top of the bottle-and-so. £e 
: tain same in position. The arcuate front of the 
ibottle is struck about a point, which, when the 
bottle is engaged in the cradle, is situated at or 
approximately at the axis of the cross rod 8. 
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Each of the cross rods 8, except the lowermost 
one, carries a strip 14, the outer end of which is 
secured to a front rod 15 affixed to end plates 
16 attached to the frames 7 and to a median por 
tion of said strip 14 there is attached a lid 17, 
as shown in Figure 3. Said lid is positioned and 
arranged to seat upon the bottle neck 10 when 
the bottle is swung forward, and serves as a stop 
to limit the said forward swinging movement of 
the bottle. The strip. 14 forms a more or less 
yielding suspension for the lid. 

For limiting the backward movement of the 
cradle there may be provided a spring 18 wound 
around the rod 8 and having an intermediate 
portion. 19 projecting therefrom. The bottom 
portion 9a of the cradle is adapted to abut said 
spring portion 19 and since the ends 20 of the 
spring are secured to the front rod 15, prevent 
ing the spring turning, the cradle will be thus 
arrested in its backward movement, So as to be 
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maintained in the intermediate position shown 
in dotted lines in Figure 3. It can, however, be 0. 
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2 
further depressed to the lower position shown 
dotted and in So doing acts against the Spring. 
In this manner the utmost facility is provided 
for serving from the bottle whilst preventing 
the latter unintentionally falling to a position in 
which the contents fall out should the bottle 
happen to be full. 

It will be observed that the centre of gravity 
of the cradle-held bottle passes over the fulcrum 
axis during its movement between displayed 
and serving positions and thus it comes to rest 
in the displayed position. With its neck intinately 
Seating On the lid 17. In some cases, however, it 
may be desired to further ensure tight fitting 
of the lid, for which purpose there may be pro 
vided a rocker 21, as shown in Figure 5, full 
crumed on the front rod 15, the front portion 22 
of which is adapted to be pressed upon by the 
bottle neck so that the rear portion 23 presses 
down upon the lid, against a Spring 24, the lid 
in this case being floatably carried by the 
strip 14. 
As a modification, 

der to serve from the bottle. , 
Further, a fixed stop, such as an auxiliary 

cross rod may be provided instead of the Spring 
18, to limit the backward movement of the cradle. 
Owing to the inclined disposition of each bot 

tle when the contents are being displayed, such 
contents fall to the front So ensuring of their 
being displayed. Further, by the stepped dis 
position of the different tiers maximum dis 
play is given to the bottles of each tier. . . . . 
As a modification, the bottle lid 17 instead of 

being attached to the supporting frame may be 
hinged to a collar on the bottle neck With spring 
means incorporated which urges said lid to an 

: Open position. In this case the lid will close 
automatically by its contact with the stand-when 
the bottle is Swung to displayed position. . . 

I claim:- . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
1. A display and serving device of the charac 

ter described comprising a frames having a cross 
rod, a receptacle supporting cradle pivotally 
mounted on said cross rod for tilting movement 
between display and serving positions of the 
receptacle, and a Spring mounted in part on said 
rod and having a portion disposed to be engaged 
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the lid may be carried on 
the bottle neck, the latter being suitably posi 
tioned and the lid being removed by hand in or 

by a part of the cradle to yieldingly arrest move 
ment of the cradle as the same is tilted towards 
and prior to the same reaching a position COr 
responding to a Serving position of the recep 
tacle. 

2. A display and serving device of the chair 
acter described comprising a frame having a 
cross rod, a pair of spaced arms pivotally mount 
ed on said cross rod, a cross bar connecting said 
arms, said arms and cross bar constituting a 
cradle, a receptacle mounted in said cradle for 
tilting movement With the latter between dis 
play and serving positions, and a yieldable re 
silient stop device in the form of a spring mounted 
in part on said cross rod for cooperation. With 
the croSS bar of the cradle to arrest movement 
Of the Cradle as the same is tilted towards and 
prior to the same reaching a, position corre 
sponding to a serving position of the receptacle. 

3. A display and serving device of the char 
acter described comprising a Support, an open 
mouthed receptacle pivotally mounted on said 
support for tilting movement between display 
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and serving positions, a spring mounted on the 
support, and a receptacle cover mounted on said 
Spring in a position to close the mouth of the 
receptacle when the latter is tilted to its dis 
play position, said spring and cover further con 
stituting initially yieldably acting and subse 
quently positively acting stop means to prevent. 
tilting movement of the receptacle from its sery 
ing position beyond its display position. 

4. A display and serving. device of the char 
acter described comprising a support, an open 
in outhed receptacle pivotally mounted on said 
support for tilting movement, between display 
and Serving positions, a receptacle cover mount 
ed on the support for movement to and from a 
position closing the mouth of the receptacle 
when the latter is in a display position, yieldable: 
means constantly tending to move the cover to 
a non-closing position, and a member pivoted 
intermediate its ends to the support and having 
one end disposed for cooperation with the cover 
and its other end, disposed to be engaged and: 
SWung by a portion of the receptacle as the lat 
ter is tilted to its display position, thereby, to 
move the cover into a position closing the mouth 
of the receptacle. - . . . . . . . - . .'; 
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