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UNITED STATES

PATENT - OFFICE.

I. WHEELER BEECHER, OF NEW HAVEN, CONNECTICUT.

IMPROVED FRUIT-BASKET.

Specification forming part of Letters Patent No. 85,673, dated April 29, 1862.

To all whom it may concermn:

Be it known that I, L. WHEELER BEECHER,
of New Haven, in the county of New llaven
and State of Connecticut, haveinvented anew
and Improved Basket for Fruit and other
Tses; and I dohereby declare that the follow-
ing is a fulland exact description thereof, ref-
erence being had to the accompanying draw-
ing.

The nature of my invention consists in us-
ing paper for baskets, instead of wood or other
material, and in fastening the same together
with glue or other like matter, the whole ren-
dered impervious to moisture by a coating of
varnish or otherwise.

To enable others to make and use my in-
vention, I will proceed to its construction.

I take paper of such thickness and cut it

into strips of such width and length as the-

size of the basketmay require;then,foraround
hasket, cross the pieces in the center the same
as for a wood-splint basket, fastening with
glue where they cross, thus forming a bottom
or hase; then turn up the strips, as in com-
mon basket-work, confining -the upper ends
with aninner andouter band to form the rim;

then strengthen around the bottom and cen-
ter with outer bands as often as may be nec-
essary for the size and strength required, glu-
ing the strips and bands together wherever
they may cross, all of which is more fully
shown in the accompanying drawing, the
whole covered with a solution of rosin and
aleohol or any other like preparation in suit-
able proportions to form a protection from

“moisture.

For asquare or other shaped basket proceed
in any desired form, fastening with glue and
coating with varnish, as before specified.

Now,what I claim as my invention,and de-
sire to secure by Letters Patent, is—

Using paper for baskets, instead of wood or
other material, fastening the same together
with glue or other like matter, and coating
the whole with varnish or other preparation
that will withstand moisture, substantially as
and for the purpose specified.

L. WHEELER BEECHER.

Witnesses:
ANSON BEECHER,
JosEpH F. BENTON. -

[L.s.]




