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To all whom it may concern: . 
Be it known that I, GOODWIN, B. SMITH, a 

citizen of the United States, residing at Phil 
adelphia, in the county of Philadelphia and 
State of Pennsylvania, have invented cer 
tain new and useful Improvements in Dress 
Forms, of which the following is a specifica 
tion. . . . . . . . . . . 

: This invention relates to dress forms, and 
10 has particular reference to that class Öf 

forms which embodies a sack or pouch of in 
pervious material filled with some elastic 
substance, preferably soft elastic material, 
such for example, as wool, down, silk floss, 
or the like to give it the desired shape. 
I have found that forms of this character 

are best adapted for the purpose for which 
they are intended if so constructed that un 
der sufficiently strong, and sufficiently long 
continued pressure, the air which is nor 
mally contained within the sack or pouch 
can be to a very large extent, expelled there 
from. I have also found that it is desirable 
that the sack or pouch shall assume its orig 
inal distended form rapidly, after the pres 
sure referred to is discontinued. It will be 
apparent therefore, that a form to satisfy 
the requirements mentioned, must be pro 
vided with means to permit of the passage 

S0 of air into and out of, the sack or pouch, and 
also that the passage for the exit of the air 
must be so constructed that the air will be 
expelled slowly. 

It is the purpose of this invention to pro 
85 vide a dress form of the general character 

referred to, embodying means to permit of 
the entrance and exit of air, whereby the 
elastic filling of the sack or pouch will cause 
the form to be redistended after air has been 

10 wholly or partially expelled therefrom it 
being understood that the means permitting 
of the exit of air is so constructed as to pre 
vent the free movement of the air there 
through. This prevention of the free move ment of the air may be accomplished by a 
pressure regulating valve, an obstruction in 

15 

the passage, or any other self-controlled. 
means to retard the free movement of air 
through such passage in contradistinction to 

50 a mere valve requiring manipulation to open 
and close the same. - - - 

: In the accompanying drawings, in which 
I have illustrated several modifications of 
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an elevation of my improved dress form, 
the valved end thereof, being shown par 
tially in section. Fig. 2 shows in elevation, 
a modified form of valved end for my form. . 
Fig. 3 is a sectional view through the valved 
end of the form taken on the line 33 of Fig. 2. Fig. 4 is a similar view to Fig. 3, 
illustrating another modified form of valve. 
My invention as illustrated, comprises a 

sack or pouch made up of side pieces 1 and 
2, of impervious material, connected around 
the edges thereof by a binding strip 3 folded 
thereabout and suitably secured thereto as 
shown. The pouch tapers at one end and is 
provided with a tab 4 whereby it may be 
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70 
fastened to a garment, and has at its oppo 
site end, a folded end covering piece 5, the 
ends of which are secured upon opposite 
sides of the form covers 1 and 2 and sewe 
therethrough. 
The pad filling 6 of wool, silk floss, down 
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or other soft elastic material, is inserted 
Within the pouch 
shape thereof. - 

Referring to the form of my invention 
shown in Fig. 1, the ends of the form covers 
1 and 2, within the end inclosing piece 5, are 
Sewed together to form a valve neck 7, pro 
vided therein with a diminutive valve casing 
8, having a wall 9 dividing the same into 
two chambers and having openings through 
its walls communicating with said chambers. 
A flat valve piece 10 extends externally 
against the inner Wall of the casing 8, to 

to obtain the required 

cover the opening communicating between 
the interior of the pouch and one of its 
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chambers, while a similar valve piece 11 ex 
tends internally against its inner wall to 
cover the communicating opening of the 
other chamber, each of said valve pieces be 
ing controlled by springs 12 within the valve 
chambers and respectively constituting the 
inlet and exit valves, the spring of the 
former being relatively light as compared 
to the spring of the latter, whereby the exit 
of the air from the pouch will be retarded to 
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a much greater degree than the inlet of the 
air therein. . . . . . . . . 

Fig. 3 shows a modified form of construc 
tion for controlling the entrance and exit 
of air, this being in the form of superposed 
strips 13, of porous textile material, which 
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are centrally bent and secured within the 
my invention, and in which like references neck of the form with their ends extending designate corresponding parts, Figure 1 is outwardly as shown. These strips serve to 110 



O 
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obstruct both the entrance and exit of air as 
will be readily apparent. 
The form shown in Fig. 4 is somewhat 

similar to that shown in Fig. 3, the super 
posed strips 14 in this form, being, however, 
given one or more folds, whereby they serve 
more strongly to retard the entrance and 
exit of air. 

Having fully described my invention, I 
claim: 

1. A dress form of the character de 
scribed, comprising a casing of material im 
pervious to air, a filling for said casing 
comprising soft compressible and readily 

self-controlled expansible material, and 
means for permitting the ingress and egress 
of air into and out of said casing, and re 
tarding the outward movement thereof to a 
greater degree than the inward movement, 
substantially as described. 

1,048,000 

2. A dress form of the character de 
scribed, comprising a casing formed of Sub 
stantially impervious material, a soft com 
pressible and readily expansible filling for 
said casing, a self-controlled valve regulat 
ing the entrance of air into said casing and 
positively preventing the exit of the air from 
said casing, and a separate self-controlled 
valve regulating the exit of air from said 
casing, whereby the air is made to leave the 
casing slowly and said casing will offer pro 
tracted resistance to pressure without being 
flattened, said second named valve positively 
preventing the entrance of air in said casing. 
In testimony whereof I affix my signature 

in presence of two witnesses. 
GOODWIN B. SMITH. 

Witnesses: 
K. W. O'HARA, 
E. T. LESHER. 

Copies of this patent may be obtained for five cents each, by addressing the “Commissioner of Patents, 
Washington, D.C.' 
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