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(57) Abstract: Disclosed is a probe equipped with an optical system that,
in order to observe radiated light emitted from a location to be observed
on biological tissue, irradiates the location to be observed with irradiation
light and receives the radiated light emitted from the location to be ob-
served, and an imaging device that images a surface image of the location
to be observed, wherein the aforementioned imaging device (9) is disposed
on the aforementioned optical system (5, 6, 7, 8) on the end of said probe,
an axis (X) extending in the lengthwise direction of said probe is set as the
rotating axis, and the incidence direction (L2) to said probe of the afore-
mentioned received radiated light and the direction of the visual field (Y)
of the aforementioned imaging device are rotated by fixing a relative angle
around the rotating axis (X). The aforementioned relative angle is fixed by
mounting, on the unit, an optical element (a mirror (8)) and the aforemen-
tioned imaging device (a camera (9)), which determine the incidence di-
rection of the aforementioned received radiated light to said probe.
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The technical feature common to the invention of claim 1 and the
invention of claim 7 is that “a probe which is provided with an optical
system for irradiating irradiation light upon a site to be observed of
a living organism, and receiving the radiation light emitted from the
site to be observed, and an imaging device for capturing surface images
of the site to be observed.” However, the technical feature does not
make a contribution over the prior art in the light of the disclosure
of document 1 (JP 4-341232 A (Olympus Optical Co., Ltd.), 27 November
1992 (27.11.1992)); thus, the technical feature isnot a special technical
feature. Furthermore, thereexist noother same or corresponding special
technical features between the invention of claim 1 and the invention
of claim 7.

Meanwhile, the claims involve the following two inventions (group) .

(Invention 1) The inventions of claims 1-6, 18
A probe in which the imaging device is disposed at the position on
the tip side of the probe with respect to the optical system.

(Invention 2) The inventions of claims 7-17

A probe in which the incident direction of the radiation light and
the visual field direction of the imaging device can be rotationally
moved by affixing the relative angle with an axis extending in the
longitudinal direction of the probe as a rotational axis.
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