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4 Claims.
1

This invention relates.to furniture and more
particularly to a combined.cabinet and machine
support, )

Some machines, particularly typewriters, are
used not only in business establishments but as
well at home. The efficient operation of these
machines, regardless of where they are used, re-
quires a rigid support spaced from the floor about
26 inches. In offices and factories the provision
of such a support is of no consequence since fur-
niture specifically designed for the purpose is or-
dinarily employed and the appearance of such
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furniture is secondary to adequate performance -

of its utilitarian functions. The provision of type-
writer supports for home use, however, is much
more difficult since congiderations of space and
aesthetics preclude the adoption of furniture spe-
cifically designed wholly for supporting typewrit-
ers in their position of use. This being the case;
attempts have been made to design articles of
furniture in which the typewriter may be covered
when not in use and yet rendered readily acces-
sible when need arises. ‘In general such articles
of furniture are either satisfactory from the point
of view of appearance while failing to meet some
of the supporting requirements of the machine or
else are satisfactory machine supports lacking the
attributes of good appearance normally required
in home furniture,

It is an object of this invention to overcome
the foregoing difficulties and to provide a com-
bined c¢abinet and typewriter support in which
the typewriter is rigidly held at the optimum op-
erating level for silent operation and yet is fold-
able to a position enclosed within a cabinet of un-
usually fine appearance.

It is contemplated according to the present in-
vention that a supporting cabinet be provided, the
top of which is free of cracks and interruptions of
a typé tending to mar its appearance and an ar-
ticle of home furniture. T '

It is a further object of this invention to pro-
vide a’'combined cabinet and machine support in
which the cabinet is capablé of performing, in a
superior manner, a function secondary to sup-
porting the machine.

Other objects and advantages of this invention
will be apparent from a consideration of the fol-
lowing description of several embodiments there-
of in conjunction with the annexed drawings,
wherein: ' » _

Figure 1 is a ‘perspective view of one type of
cabinet; constructed in accordance with the prin-
ciples of this invention;

Figure 2 is a view in vertical section of the cab-
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inet of Figure 1, showing the raised position of the
typewriter support;. - - :

Figure 3 is a view in vertical section of the cab~
inet of Figure 1, showing the lowered position of
the typewriter support;

Figure 4 is a perspective view of a modified type
of cabinet: also constructed in accordance with
the principles of this invention; .

_Figure 5 is a view. in vertical section of the
cabinet of Figure 4; ‘

Figure 6 is a view similar to Figure 5 but illus- .
trating - the position of- the: typewriter. support
when the cabinet cover is raised;

. Figure 7 is.a top plan view of the cabinet of
Figure 4. with, the cover in raised position, - illus-
trating in broken lines the manner of movement
of the typewriter support brace;

Figure 8 is-a view in- front elevation of the
cabinet of Figure 4, the cover being-in the Figure
6 position; ] ) .

Figure 9 is a view in horizontal section taken

. on line 9—9 of Figure 8; and
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Figure 10 is a view in vertical section of a modi-
fied cabinet cover ang typewriter support anal-
ogous to the form illustrated in-Figures 4-9, in-
clusive. )

Referring now in greater detail to the drawings
and more particularly to Figures 1-3, inclusive,
thereof, the cabinet illustrated consists of side
walls 10 and [l and rear wall {2 which are fag-
tened together by dove tail joints, or otherwise;
in accordance with conventitonal cabinet making
practice. -Side wélls 10 and 11 are cut out near
their respective bottom edges to  define feet §3
and: 4. Just above these feet, side walls 10 and
11 are each provided with a supporting brace 15
extending from front to rear in a horizontal plane.
These braces serve to support a dust-proof bot-
tom for the cabinet. The dust-proof bottom is
comprised of a narrow stationary portion 1T af-
fixed to and extending between brace 15 with its
rear edge abutting wall 12 and a wide movable
portion. 18 hinged at 19 to portion 11, - In one po-
sition wide . portion I8 rests by -gravity against
braces. 15.- ‘When the cabinet is.to be used as a
typewriter table, however, the feet of the .opera-
tor should rest. on the floor directly beneath the
space- occupied by wide portion (8. "So that this
may be done,. wide portion (8 may be swung.to
the Figure 2 position by simple pivotal move-
ment about hinge {9. When the typewriter is not
in use wide portion 18 may compléete the dust-
proof bottom in its normal or Figure 3 position.

The front wall of the cabinet is made up of &

55 .pair 'of “hinged doors 21 and 22.which extend
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upwardly from a point below braces 15. Cumu-
latively doors 21 and 22 are of a width commen-
surate with that of rear wall 12. Each door is
provided with ‘a handle of conventional form and
may include a latching structure of the type com-
monly used in phonographs. Above the fop edge
of doors 21 and 22 is a countersunk brace 23 piv-
otally attached to side wall 10 by hinge 24. Brace
23, in its normal position, lies flush with the.front,
edges of side walls: i9 and (1.
be swung outwardly about hinge 24 as a point of

pivot for a purpose to be hereinafter more fully - - -
A latch structure of conventional
design may serve to hold brace 23.in-its.normal- .

described.

position. It can now be seen that the. hinged

. brace 23 is movable entirely independently of

It may, however; -

4
used with great convenience, support 29 lying a
distance above the floor corresponding to the
optimum operating level.  The typewriter is rig-
idly held by brace 23. When it is desired to
restore the cabinet to closed position brace 23
is swung outwardly affording clearance for the
front edge of support 28. The support is. then
pivoted 90° in a counter-clockwise direction to
the Figure 3.position. Thereafter brace 23 is
swung to. closed position; portion I8 of the bottom
is lowered, doors 21 and 22 are closed, and cover

. 8B.ig closed. In this condition the article of fur-
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hinged doors 2f and 22 so that:the latter may be: .

in open position as shown in Figure 1 while the
former is in its closed posmon also as illustrated
in that figure.

The: cabinet is: prov1ded with- a: cover 25 hinged-
This cover- may-move- to-

at 26 to rear wall 12,
and: from ‘raised:position-as indicated: in Figures
2.and:3.. A latch brace-21: of ‘conventional design
serves to hold cover 25 rigidly-in:its open position
against. -zceidental displacement. When- it~ is
closed,. the: top- 25 of: the cabinet presents-an un-
interrupted surface free:of ¢racks or hinges‘tend-
ing. to. mar :its aesthetic appeal as an object of

furniture. However, when the cover'is raised the:

cabinet: ‘becomes a -typewriter table ‘capable-of
supporting a ‘typewriter rigidly -and-at the proper
level for silent and efficient-operation. This-latter
advantage is- attainable because-of the provision
of -a.-secondary- cover and  typewriter’ support
" designated. respectively by numeralsy 28-and-28.
Secondary cover 28 is'a flat board-like: member
of: a width- to- make--a- close sliding- fit Between

side walls: 18 and- #i and' of a: length to-fill: the-

space between rear wall 12 and hinged brace 23.
Secondary--cover 28 is-permanently attached- to
typewriter support - 29 defining- therewith a- 90°
angle. Auxiliary supports:-or-braces: 30 may serve

to:reinforce- this connection: Auxiliary cover 28

and typewriter-suppert 29, as a: unit, are hinged
to rear wall 12 at several points by hinges 3i.
‘When cover 25 is- closed; and- auxiliary cover 28

is-in-the- Figure:- 3- pesition, said- auxiliary- cover’
defines wit}i- cover -28 a: space which -may be used
as-a-shelf for:the reception of some object such ';
‘When, however, the-unitary -
construction- consisting- of auxiliary cover: 28-and’

as-4-telephone bools.

typewriter support- 29 is*swung- 90> in & clock-

wise -direction, as viewed in Figute 3; typewriter
support 29. moves into a plane:parallel to the:

plane- previously' occupied- by- auxiliary- cover: 28
but spaced from: that plane a- distance equal to

the thickness of the material of’ auxiliary cover-
~Of -course this simple 90°° movement would

28.
not* of itself render member 29 a typewriter sup=-
port since means are required- for- holding -that
element:-in‘the position to which it-is moved. To

this-latter-end member:28-is-rendered of & length.

greater-than that of auxiliary cover 28'to an ex=
tent-equal’ to- thethickness of hinged brace 23:
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‘niture is suitable for use as a telephone table or
“.the like.-

Now. refelrlng to the modified form of the in-

“ventich Showt in Figures 4-9, inclusive, a cabinet

i5 there: provided: consisting of side walls 31 and
32, rear. wall 33 and front doors 34 and 35. The
rear and side walls are similar in construction
to those described in connection with Figures, 1-3,
inclusive:  Front door- 34 is- hihged' to the front
edge of side - wall 31 while front doer 3% is simi-
larly hinged to the front edge of side wall 32, The:
doors: may- be swung- to-and from- closed position
as indicated in Figure 7.  Braces 35 similar to
brace: {§ of Figures 1-3, inclisive, are attached
to side walls: 81 and’ 32 near: the  lower- edges.
These-braces serve-to support a- dustproof bottom'
37 which in this instance-is a- continuous member
connected: by hinges §8& torear wall 33.
member- in its hormal position Hes as: indicated.
in Figure 5 resting upon braces 36 When the'
cabinet is to'beiused as a typewriter table member-
27 is'swung’ in a’ clockwise: direction: as viewed: in-
Figure 6 to. a position nearly’ vertical with 1175"‘_
front end rﬂstmg against rear wall 33: :
A brace 38; countersunk-in side-walls 31 and 32;

ig provided for-performing, inthis'modification of

the invention, the function of brace' 280 Brace
3% is connected by hinge 48 to side wall 3 and’
latch &1*mayserve to detachably connect its other
end to end wall' 32. The movement of brace 39!
is- indicated inh broKen lines in Figure 7 and cor-
responds to  the movement of brace 23 herein-
before described:,

The typewriter support: consists of; a; flat rec-.
tangular member 42 rigidly connected to. define
with' cabinet cover 43 a right angle;. rigid’ brace.
members 44 reinforcing the. connection. - The

" typewriter is affixed to the top surface of support,
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In’accomplishing-the-90° movement of member .
29, brace 23 is swung outwardly and then; when - -

“member 29+is in a horizontal position; it is re-

stored to its'normal position which will'be directly:

underlying the:front edge of the’ typewnter sup—‘

port 29, see Figure 2.
the same time doors 21 and 22* are opened
and. wide bottom portion (8 is moved to the Fig-

ure ‘2 position. The entire calbinet is. thérefore

in" Pigure 2 position and the typewriter may be

70
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42 a5 indicated in broken lines in Figures.5 and 6..
At the point® of connection of support 42 and
cover 43 the: unitary elements are connected, by
hinge 45 to the top edge of rear wail 33, the hinge
being ‘so disposed- as™ to permit clockwise. move-
meht from the Figure 5 to the Figure 6 positions.
Because of the disposition of’ hinge 48, support.
42 in- the Figure 6 position will" occupy. exactly,
the same plane as that occupied by cover. 43 in
the Figure 5 position: The front edges. of parts: -
42 and 43 lie an equal distance from. hinge. 45,
Note; however, by reference to.Figure 7, that cover
43isof o w1dth greater than the distance between.
side walls 31°and 32 while support 42.i5.0f a. width.

't0 be received between them with. suﬁlclent clepx- .

ance for free movement.
When it is desired. to convert the article, of.
furniture shown in. Figures. 4 and. 5, to. a. type-

writer table as indicated in.Figure 6 it is, neces-

sary to grasp the front edge of cover 43, there-.
after opening doors 34 and. 35 while swinging
brace 39 to am open. position gut: of, the path, of,
movement of support 42, Thereafter cover 43 is:

-pivoted 90? in.a . clockwise. direction as. v1ewed in

Figures 5 and 6 whereupon brace 39 is restored

This: -
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to the closed or Figure 4 position, In this posi-
tion it underlies the bottom of support 42 and af-
fords rigid reinforcement for the typewriter table.
It is now necessary only to raise dust-prcof bot-
tom 37 to the Figure 6 position whereupon the
conversion is complete, In restoring the article
of furniture from the Figure 6 to the Figure 5
position the foregoing steps are reversed begin-
ning with lowering dust-proof bottom 31. There-
after support 39 is moved out of supporting posi-
tion and cover 39 is restored to normal position
and the doors are closed. .

While in an article of furniture it is normally
desirable to prevent cracks in the top cover, it is
possible to modify the ¢onstruction of Figures 4-9,
inclusive, by the use of a piano hinge 50 as indi-
cated in Figure 10. In this instance the cover is
made of two parts 51 and 52 connected together
by a piano hinge §3. Part 52 is permanently af-
fixed to the top edge of rear wall B4 of the cahbi-
net. Part 51 rests on the side walls of the cabinet
and on hinged brace 55 but is connected to the
remainder- of - the structure only through hinge
53. Brace 55 functions exactly as braces 23 and
39 previously described. Part 5f of the cover is
connected by a rigid brace 56 to typewriter sup-
port 51, In swinging typewriter support .51 to
operative position brace 55 is swung outwardly
and cover 85 is moved 90° in g clockwise direction
as viewed in Figure 10. This places support 51
in the plane previously occupied by cover 5i
whereupon brace 98 may be swung to normal po-
sition and the typewriter is ready for use.

Although in the specification and the accom-

panying drawings there is shown and described:

a preferred embodiment of this invention and
various modifications thereof, and although vari-
ous alternatives are suggested, these are not in-
tended to be exhaustive nor limiting. of the in-
vention but, on the contrary, are given for the
purpose of illustrating it and instructing others
in the principles thereof as well as the best prac-
tical manner of utilizing the invention in order
that others may be enabled to modify it and apply
it in numerous forms each as may be best suited

as to conditions and requirements in any par- .

ticular instance.

I claim:

1. In a combination cabinet and machine sup-
port said cabinet having a rear wall and side
walls, a machine: supporting element hinged
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rearwardly of the cabinet for rocking movement |

from a depending storage position resting against
the rear wall of the cabinet to a horizontal oper-
ative position, a cover member rigidly connected
to said element and defining therewith a right
angle; said element and member being of the

65

same width but said, element being of greater
length from front to. rear, and a brace for said
element countersunk in:the side walls to lie in
the plane of the cabinet front with its upper edge
flush with the upper surface of said member when
the element is in depending position, hinge means
connecting said brace to a side wall of the cabi=-
net for movement out of the path of movement
of said element whereby -the latter may be moved
to horizontal position with its front edge rest-
ing on said brace for support.

2. In g combination cabinet and machine sup-
port as claimed in claim 1; a secondary cover
hinged to the top of the rear wall of the cabi-
net, said element being hinged to the rear wall
of the cabinet at a point spaced below said sec-
ondary cover whereby a storage space is defined
between said member and said secondary cover
when said element is in depending position and
said cover is closed. )

3. In g combination cabinet and machine sup-
port, said cabinet having a rear wall and side
walls, a machine supporting element hinged rear-
wardly of the cabinet for rocking movement from
a depending storage position to a horizontal oper-
ative position, and a brace for said element mov-
able from a normal bracing position within the
path of movement of said element to a position
wholly without said path, said brace normally
lying in the plane of the cabinet front, being
countersunk in its side walls'and beéing hinged
to one of them, hinged front doors underlying
said brace and movable to an open position to
afford leg room for an operator seated at the
machine.

4. In a combination cabinet and machine sup-
port, said cabinet having a rear wall and side
walls, a machine supporting element hinged rear-
wardly of the cabinet for rocking movement from
a depending storage position to a horizontal oper-
ative position, and a brace for said element mov-
able from a normal bracing position within the
path of movement of said element to a position
wholly without said path, said brace normally

5 lying in the plane of the cabinet front, being

countersunk in its side walls and being hinged
to one of them, a bottom closure hinged near the
bottom of the rear wall of the cabinet and mov-
able from a lower position in which it forms a
closure. for the bottom of the cabinet to an upper
position adjacent the rear wall of the cabinet
to afford foot space therebelow and hinged front
doors underlying said brace, said doors being mov-
able to an open position to afford leg room for an
operator seated at the machine,

HENRY K. ULLMAN.




