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This invention relates to a decorative article and relates
more particularly to a decorative centerpiece for a table
and the like.

An important object of my invention is the provision
of a decorative centerpiece for a table or the like which
is of knock-down construction.

Another object of my invention is to provide a knock-
down article which is susceptible of many different decora-
tive and utilitarian arrangements.

A further object of my invention is the provision of
a tubular member or adaptor which may be mounted on
the centerpiece formed of the interengaged vertical mem-
bers not only to augment the decorative effect or to add
a utilitarian effect, but also to hold the interlocked ver-
tical members together.

Other objects and advantages of my invention, to-
gether with certain details of construction and combina-
tions of parts, will be apparent from the following de-
tailed description and claims.

In its broadest aspect my invention comprises a plu-
rality of separate vertical members, preferably of artistic
form, which have slots substantially centrally thereof
whereby said vertical members may be joined together
to form the decorative article desired. While the ver-
tical members may be made of metal, ceramic materials
or any other suitable material, I prefer to mold the same
from a relative rigid synthetic plastic material, such as
methyl methacrylate, methyl alpha-chloroacrylate or the
like, which may be transparent, translucent or opaque and
of many different colors, thus making for many decora-
tive effects. Moreover, each of the vertical members
may be different from the other.

Referring now to the drawings wherein preferred em-
bodiments of my invention are shown,

Fig. 1 is a side elevation view of a centerpiece, made
up of assembled vertical members, comprising one em-
bodiment of my invention, namely a two-candle can-
delabrum, :

FF1g1 2 is a top plan view of the centerpiece shown in
ig. 1,

Fig. 3 is a view, partly in section, taken along the line
3—3 of Fig. 1,

Fig. 4 is a detail view, on an enlarged scale and partly
in section, of another feature of my invention compris-
ing a slotted tubular holder or adaptor for mounting on
assembled vertical members,

Fig. 5 is a view from below of the tubular holder shown
in Fig. 4,

Fig. 6 is a side elevation view of the centerpiece shown
in Fig. 1 showing in operative relation to the assembled
vertical members the tubular holder shown in Fig. 4,

Fig. 7 is a view, partly in section, taken along the line
7—17 of Fig. 6,

Fig. 8 is a plan view of a four-candle candelabrum
centerpiece embodying my invention,

Fig. 9 is an enlarged side view, parily in section, of a
slotted tubular holder of different construction than that
shown in Fig. 4,
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Fig. 10 is a view taken along the line 10—10 of Fig. 9,

Fig. 11 is an enlarged side view of the tubular holder
of Fig. 9 holding a tray, and

Fig. 12 is a plan view of a centerpiece with the holder
and tray of Fig. 11 in assembled position on a candela-
brum.

In Figs. 1, 2 and 3, vertical member 1 has an upward-
ly opening vertical slot 2 in the upper edge thereof and
a pair of vertical ridges 3 and 4 on each side wall of
the member 1 directly below the vertical walls of slot
2. A vertical member 5 is provided with a downward-
ly opening vertical slot 6 in the lower edge thereof and
a pair of vertical ridges 7 and 8 on each side wall of the
member 5, directly above the vertical walls of slot 6.
Paired ridges 3, 4 and 7, 8 cooperate with the side walls
of the vertical members to lock the vertical members in
assembled position and to eliminate play and twisting
between the vertical members whereby a more rigid and
stable comstruction is attained. As shown, the ends of
vertical member 5 are provided with holders 9 and 10
cemented thereto or molded integrally therewith. Can-
dles or other objects may be directly inserted into
the holders 9 and 10, or into metal cups 11 and 12 in-
serted in said holders.

In Fig. 4, there is shown a tubular member or adaptor
13 which is arranged to be mounted centrally of the cen-
terpiece at the point of intersection of the assembled ver-
tical members. To this end, the wall 14 of the tubular
member 13 is provided with four downwardly opening
slots 15, 16, 17 and 18 for slidably engaging the side
walls of the vertical members. The upper end of tubu-
lar member 13 is closed, and on the closed end 19 is
carried a meck 20 supporting a holder 21 in which is
received a metal cup 22. The tubular member 13, the
neck 20 and holder 21 may be integrally molded of
plastic material. By mounting the tubular member shown
in Fig. 4 on the two-candle candelabrum centerpiece a
three-candle candelabrum is formed. Moreover, the tu-
bular member also acts to maintain the interengaged mem-
bers in their locked position.

Fig. 8 shows a four-candle candelabraum centerpiece
formed by replacing vertical member 1 having no holders
at its extremities by vertical member 23 having holders
24 and 25 at its extremities. By adding the tubular
member or adaptor 26 shown in Fig. 9 to the can-
delabrum centerpiece shown in Fig. 8, a five-candle can-
delabrum is obtained. This tubular member 26 is in
the form of an open tube provided internally thereof
with spaced, integral seats or shoulders 27, 28, 29 and
30 positioned below the upper edge of the tube and with
slots similar to and for the same purpose as the slots 15,
16, 17 and 18 of the adaptor shown in Fig. 4. The
adaptor 26 may support on seats 27, 28, 29 and 39 a
base 31 having a neck 32 having mounted thereon a
holder 33 and metal cup 34 for the reception of a
candle or, as is shown in Figs. 11 and 12, an ash tray
35. However, another ornamental or utilitarian recepta-
cle such as a flower vase or candy dish, not shown, may
be mounted on base 31 and neck 32 and attached to the
centerpiece by means of the adaptor 26.

It will, of course, be understood that any other type
of holder, ornament or the like may be mounted on the
center reinforcement member and/or the ends of the
vertical members of the embodiments of my invention
described above and in the accompanying drawings. It
will also be understood that various other modifications
and variations obvious to persons skilled in the art may
be made use of without departing from the spirit and
purview of the instant invention, Thus, the vertical mem-
bers may be of different lengths and/or thicknesses and/
or heights supporting holders or other objects at any
desired locations thereon, and crossing at an angle other
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than a right angle and at locations other than the centers
thereof.

From the foregoing description and accompanying
drawings, it will be seen that the centerpiece of the in-
stant invention. is: readily and quickly. dengountable for
sales packaging in a cornpact form. Asjscprly of the
centerple\.e merely requires the step of crossing or join-
ing the two vertical members af, the slots provided there-
in, followed, if desired, by shppma the tubular member
or adaptor over the point of imtersection whereby. a
stable, rigid, and level constructlon is att,amed

It is to be understood that the foreoomg detalled. de-
scription is merely given, by way. of 111ustratlon and that
many, variations may be made. therem without dcpartmg
from the spirit of my, invention.

Hayving described my invention, what I desire. to, secure
by Letters Patent is:

1. A knock down decorative centerpiece comprising a
first vertical member having in the upper edge thereof
an upwardly opening vertical slot and on each side wall
thereof and directly belew, the vertical walls of sald slot
a palr of vertical ridges, a second vertical merber hav-
ing in the lower edge thereof a downwardly opening
vertical slot and on each 51dewall the;reof and directly
above the vertical walls of sald slot a pair of vertical
ridges, said vertical members separably engaging each
other at said slots, sald pair of vertical ndges on said
side walls ‘of sald sccond, and ﬁrst vertl.cal membpr re-
spectively, to lock the vertical membgrs im assembled
position and to eliminate play and twisting between the
vertical members, a vertical tubular member having in the
lower edge thereof downwardly opening vertical slots
mounted at the intersection of said vertical members in
such manner that the vertical walls of said slots are in
engagement with the side walls of said vertical mem-
bers, said tubular member having a plurality of shoul-
ders provided internally thereof and being circumferen-
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tially spaced above the upper edge of said slots, and a
base supported on said shouiders for the ‘mounting there-
on of a decorative article.

2. A knock-down candelabrum centerpiece, compris-
ing a first vertical member having in the central portion
of the upper edge thereof an upwardly opening vertical
slot and on each side wall thereof and directly below
the vertical walls of said slot a pau' of vertical ridges, a
second vertical member- having in, the central portion of
the lower edge thercof a downwardly opening vertical
slot and on each ‘sidewall thereof and directly above the
vertical walls of said. slot a pair of vertical ridges, said
vertical members separably engaging each other at right
angles to each other at said slots, said pair of vertical
ridges on said first and second vertical member cooperat-
ing with the side walls of said second and first verticai
member, respectively, to lock said vertical members in
assembled position and to. eliminate play and twisting
bgtw_o;cn the vertical members, candleholders at the ex-
tremities of at least one of said vertical members, a ver-
tical tubular mcmber having in the lower edge thereof
downwardly. opening. vertical slots mounted at the inter-
section of said vertical members in such manner that the
vertical walls of said slots are in engagement with the
side walls of said vertical members, said tubular mem-
ber having a plurality of shoulders provided internally
thereof ang being cn'cumferentlally spaced above the
upper ¢dge of said slofs, and a base supported on said
shoulders, for. the mounting thereon of a decorative ar-
ticle.
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