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(57) ABSTRACT

The present invention proposes to streamline the process by
replacing most of the manual entry and mobile navigation
through a mobile client application that will allow the user to
[a] capture a barcode using a camera phone or any other
camera-equipped communicating device such as a PDA with
a camera attachment or a internet connected computer with a
web-cam and [b] automatically send—or prepare the trans-
mission of—the relevant information to the vendor directly or
through the usage of a centralized platform.
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MOBILE PAYMENT SYSTEM USING
BARCODE CAPTURE

CROSS-REFERENCE TO RELATED
APPLICATIONS

The present invention claims priority to U.S. Provisional
Application Ser. No. 60/774,929, filed Feb. 21, 2006, which is
herein incorporated by reference in its entirety.

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

In order to utilize mobile communications to facilitate
payment, current users have to manually type in multiple
pieces of information into a mobile application or into a
special SMS that is sent to a select vendor. Such information
can include the amount due, payee identification information,
user identification information, invoice reference numbers,
etc. However, typing in this information using a small keypad
especially those that are non-QWERTY, can be tedious for
users and lead to input errors. As a result, mobile payment
systems are usually seen as cumbersome to both the user and
the vendor.

Therefore, there clearly exists a need for a mobile payment
system which is virtually error free and easily implemented
on existing mobile devices. In particular, the system should
take advantage of many of the capabilities of current mobile
devices, such as embedded cameras and ever-increasing pro-
cessing power, in order to facilitate mobile payment.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

The present invention provides a system and method for
utilizing a combination of barcodes and mobile devices to
perform payment transactions. In a preferred embodiment,
the barcode is encoded with vendor payment information
such as the amount due, a payee identification key, invoice
reference number, etc. This barcode is then scanned utilizing
amobile device such as a camera phone or PDA and the payee
information is extracted. This operation can be performed by
either a client application located on the mobile device or a
specific program designed for mobile payment. The decoded
barcode information, along with information identifying the
payer (e.g., an identification number, account number, credit
card number, etc.) is then sent to the vendor or a central
processing station wherein the payment is processed. The
identification information may either be stored in the mobile
payment application or entered manually by the user. In the
preferred embodiment, the personal information is encoded if
is stored locally on the mobile device.

The payment information can be transmitted utilizing any
number of methods known in the art such as through a wire-
less network, socket connection via MMS, via SMS, etc.
Once the payment information is processed, the user will then
be sent a confirmation message on their mobile device.

Other objects, features, and characteristics of the present
invention, as well as the methods of operation and functions
of the related elements of the structure, and the combination
of parts and economies of manufacture, will become more
apparent upon consideration of the following detailed
description.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE INVENTION

The present invention proposes to streamline the mobile
payment process by replacing most of the manual entry and
mobile navigation usually involved by employing a mobile
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2

client application which allows a user to [a] capture a barcode
using a camera-equipped mobile device (such as a camera
phone); and [b] automatically send—or prepare the transmis-
sion of—the relevant payment information to the vendor
directly or through the usage of a centralized platform.

The barcodes that will be captured by the client application
will either include all the necessary information to process the
payment information (e.g., amount due, vendor identification
number, etc.) that will be used in conjunction with preexisting
information stored within the client application or the service
platform (e.g., a user identification number, credit card infor-
mation, etc.).

The user will first launch the client application and scan the
barcode using the camera of his or her mobile device. A
system and method for scanning barcodes utilizing a mobile
device is disclosed in co-owned U.S. Pat. No. 7,156,311, the
entire content of which is incorporated by reference herein in
its entirety. Once the barcode is captured and decoded, the
client application will send the decoded barcode information
and the additional information contained in the client appli-
cation, if needed, to either the vendor or a centralized plat-
form that will relay the payment information to the appropri-
ate vendor. In the preferred embodiment, the barcode is
decoded directly on the mobile device. However, it is also
possible to send the barcode image using an MMS or other
means to the centralized platform for server-side decoding.

The barcode is encoded with a set of characters which
usually occur on an invoice such as an amount due, bank
account of payee, beneficiary, invoice type (i.c. any data that
would allow identification of a payment). The barcode could
also just embed the amount due, payment code, and payee
code for a micro-payment. Additionally, the barcode may
encode any other data string that will allow the payment to be
fulfilled.

The barcode can encompass all necessary data either
within the barcode (such as payment date, payment amount,
payment type, account number, etc.) or the barcode can con-
tain a reference which is stored in a database that sends back
the data to the client application to fulfill payment.

In the preferred embodiment the barcode is a two-dimen-
sional barcode such as is disclosed in co-pending U.S. patent
application Ser. No. 11/105,150, filed Apr. 5, 2005. However,
it should be obvious to one skilled in the art that any one-
dimensional or two-dimensional barcode symbology can be
utilized with the present invention.

Instead of being encoded within the barcode, some infor-
mation, such as the payee or payer data, could be stored
within the client application, within the solution backend, or
within middleware platforms (associated with codes and an
index embedded within the barcodes or as part of the appli-
cation). In the preferred embodiment, the payer data is pass-
word protected in order to enhance security.

Once decoded, the client application establishes commu-
nication either directly with the vendor (when all of the
required information is contained in the barcode and/or in the
client application) or with a centralized platform that will
relay the information to the vendor to process the payment.
Use of a centralized platform will allow easy and secure
storage of information related to the [a] the user (such as
delivery address, bank or credit card information, preferred
payment modalities, and/or to the vendor (such as vendor
name, address, or banking information) and/or [b] the invoice
(such as amount, tax amount, vendor identification key, etc.).

The transmission can be established over HTTP, socket
communications, through the handset browser, or through
any other like communication protocol. The transmission can
also be launched by the barcode and/or the client application
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in order to trigger predefined actions such as sending an SMS,
opening a USSD communication, launching and populating
mobile application, etc.

The barcode information and all required information can
be sent to the centralized platform or appropriate vendor in
the following ways:

Over HTTP, socket connection, or through the mobile
handset browser with all the required information being
sent to the platform (whose address is pre-entered in the
client application or embedded in the barcode) or to
directly to the vendor. Once the information has been
received by the centralized platform, it can either pro-
cess the payment directly with the vendor or send back to
the client application all the information required to
process the payment from the device.

Using an automatically generated SMS so that the payer is
identified by their cell phone number, thereby allowing
either the mobile carrier to charge the appropriate
amount or the user account or by a company managing
the user account. The SMS will be sent to a number that
can be either embedded in the barcode or pre-entered in
the client application. The SMS can be triggered after
decoding the barcode with information contained in the
code and/or the client or after the client application had
established a communication with the service platform
and received all required information to process that
SMS.

Unstructured Supplementary Service Data (“USSD”) pro-
tocol with similar information and processing than the
SMS described above.

In another embodiment, the client application located on
the mobile device can instantaneously populate fields after
barcode capture and decoding. The barcode capture client
application will launch a dedicated mobile payment applica-
tion and pre-fill most fields with information embedded in the
barcode and/or received from the service platform. Encoding
of the barcodes would be done according to a specific proto-
col so that the handset application would know how the data
is formatted within the barcode.

After the payment transaction has been completed, it is
preferable that the user is notified about the success of the
transaction. In a preferred embodiment, the client application
displays a message confirming that the payment has been
processed. Alternatively, the vendor or centralized platform
may send an MMS/SMS to the mobile device indicating that
the payment has been processed.

While the present invention has been described with refer-
ence to one or more preferred embodiments, which embodi-
ments have been set forth in considerable detail for the pur-
poses of making a complete disclosure of the invention, such
embodiments are merely exemplary and are not intended to
be limiting or represent an exhaustive enumeration of all
aspects of the invention. The scope of the invention, therefore,
shall be defined solely by the following claims. Further, it will
be apparent to those of skill in the art that numerous changes
may be made in such details without departing from the spirit
and the principles of the invention.

We claim:

1. A mobile device, comprising:

a memory storing a payer payment identification;

a scanning device for scanning a barcode encoded with (a)

an amount due and (b) a payee identification identifying
a payee;

a first interface for communicating over a wireless net-
work; and

a processor in communication with the memory, the scan-
ning device, and the first interface, programmed to:
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4

populate a payment transaction request including the
amount due and the payer payment identification; and

send the payment transaction request over the first inter-
face to the payee identified by the payee identifica-
tion.

2. The mobile device of claim 1,

further comprising a second interface for receiving user

input from a user;

the memory further storing a stored-user password;

the processor further in communication with the second

interface and further programmed to receive an inputted
password from the second interface, and to base the
sending of the payment transaction request on a com-
parison of the stored-user password to the inputted pass-
word.

3. The mobile device of claim 1, wherein the processor is
further programmed to send the payment transaction request
using SMS.

4. The mobile device of claim 1, wherein the payee iden-
tification includes an SMS number and wherein the processor
is further programmed to send the payment transaction
request to the SMS number using SMS.

5. The mobile device of claim 1, the payee identification
including a bank account number of the payee.

6. The mobile device of claim 2, the payer payment infor-
mation including at least one of a bank account number and a
credit card number.

7. The mobile device of claim 1, the processor further
programmed to receive a confirmation from the payee that the
payment transaction request has been processed.

8. The mobile device of claim 1, wherein the barcode
includes at least one of one-dimensional or two-dimensional
symbology.

9. A method, comprising:

scanning a barcode encoded with (a) an amount due and (b)

a payee identification identifying a payee using a scan-
ning device;

reading a payer payment identification from a local

memory;
populating a payment transaction request including the
amount due and the payer payment identification; and

sending the payment transaction request over a wireless
interface to the payee identified by the payee identifica-
tion.

10. The method of claim 9, further comprising receiving a
first password from a user interface, and basing the sending of
the payment transaction request on a comparison of a stored-
user password stored in the local memory to the first pass-
word.

11. The method of claim 9, further comprising sending the
payment transaction request using SMS.

12. The method of claim 9, wherein the payee identification
includes an SMS number and further comprising sending the
payment transaction request to the SMS number using SMS.

13. The method of claim 9, the payee identification includ-
ing a bank account number of the payee.

14. The method of claim 9, the payer payment information
including at least one of a bank account number and a credit
card number.

15. The method of claim 9, further comprising receiving a
confirmation from the payee that the payment transaction
request has been processed.

16. The method of claim 9, wherein the barcode includes at
least one of one-dimensional or two-dimensional symbology.

17. A mobile device, comprising:

a memory storing a payer payment identification;
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a scanning device for scanning a barcode encoded with (a)
an amount due and (b) a payee identification identifying
a payee;

a first interface for communicating over a wireless net-

work; and

a processor in communication with the memory, the scan-

ning device, and the first interface, programmed to:

populate a payment transaction request including the
amount due, the payer payment identification, and the
payee identification;

send the payment transaction request over the first inter-
face to a central platform;

receive additional information from the central platform
for processing the payment transaction over the first
interface; and

send the payment transaction request over the first inter-
face to the payee using the additional information.

18. The mobile device of claim 17,

further comprising a second interface for receiving user

input from a user;

the memory further storing a stored-user password;

the processor further in communication with the second

interface and further programmed to receive an inputted
password from the second interface, and to base the
sending of the payment transaction request on a com-
parison of the stored-user password to the inputted pass-
word.

19. The mobile device of claim 17, wherein the processor is
further programmed to send the payment transaction request
using SMS.

20. The mobile device of claim 17, the payee identification
including a bank account number of the payee.

21. The mobile device of claim 17, the payer payment
information including at least one of a bank account number
and a credit card number.

22. The mobile device of claim 17, the processor further
programmed to receive a confirmation from the payee over
the first interface that the payment transaction request has
been processed.
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23. The mobile device of claim 17, wherein the barcode
includes at least one of one-dimensional or two-dimensional
symbology.

24. A method, comprising:

scanning a barcode encoded with (a) an amount due and (b)

a payee identification identifying a payee using a scan-
ning device;

reading a payer payment identification from a local

memory;

populating a payment transaction request including the

amount due, the payer payment identification, and the
payee identification;

sending the payment transaction request over a wireless

interface to a central platform;

receiving additional information for processing the pay-

ment transaction from the central platform over the wire-
less interface; and

sending the payment transaction request over the wireless

interface to the payee using the additional information
received from the central platform.

25. The method of claim 24, further comprising receiving
a first password from a user interface, and basing the sending
of the payment transaction request to the central platform on
a comparison of a stored-user password stored in the local
memory to the first password.

26. The method of claim 24, further comprising sending the
payment transaction request to the payee using SMS.

27. The method of claim 24, the payee identification
including a bank account number of the payee.

28. The method of claim 24, the payer payment informa-
tion including at least one of a bank account number and a
credit card number.

29. The method of claim 24, further comprising receiving
a confirmation from the payee that the payment transaction
request has been processed.

30. The method of claim 24, wherein the barcode includes
at least one of one-dimensional or two-dimensional symbol-

ogy.
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