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My invention relates to a new and useful dart 
board of the type generally used in amusement 
places and recreation rooms for competitive skill 
in throwing darts or little arrows against a suit 

5, ably marked board, the hits and misses of the dart 
thrower constituting a score or total of points. 

It is essential in dart boards of this character 
that they be made of a material which can be pen 
etrated by a dart thrown with only a modest 

0 amount of momentum; that such dart boards be 
Comparatively light for easy suspension at any de 
sired point; that such dart boards be made of a 
relatively durable material and be so constructed 
that they will not warp, twist, split, or be other 

5 wise damaged by temperature or other climatic 
conditions; that such boards be provided on their 
effective area with relatively permanent markings 
clearly dividing one portion thereto from an 
other and preventing the landing of the dart 
thrown at the board on the dividing line which would preclude proper scoring; that such dart 
boards should have a replaceable center piece 
which can be easily renewed when excessively 
worn out or damaged by the darts thrown there 

25 onto without the necessity of discarding the en 
tire board; that effective, inexpensive and easily 
operated means shall be provided for detachably 
securing such centerpiece in position relative to 
the main body portion of the dartboard. 

It is therefore the object of my invention to 
produce a dart board which will possess all of the 
foregoing advantages, and such a dart board is 
illustrated in the accompanying drawing in 
which: 

3 Fig. 1 is a front elevation of the dart board held in a vertical position. 
Fig. 2 is a section online 2-2 of Fig. 1. 
Fig. 3 is a section similar to Fig. 2 with the de 

tachable center piece removed. 
40 Fig. 4 represents, on an enlarged scale, a sec 

tion on line 4-4 of Fig. 1. 
Fig. 5 represents a fragmentary view in per 

spective showing the manner of fastening the 
markers onto the center piece. 

45. Fig. 6 is a view, partly in section and partly in 
elevation, of one of the darts used in connection 
with the dart board. 

Referring to the drawing in which like refer 
ence characters indicate like parts, designates 

50 the permanent or body portion of the dart board 
which may be suspended from the hooks 2 to any 
desired support. In order to prevent warping, 
twisting, or similar damage, to the board, which 
I have found to be the case with boards formed 
of a single section or thickness, I form my novel 

(C. 23-102) 
board out of laminated blocks or sections 3 joined 
as at 4 and suitably staggered in their assembly 
with the grain of the separate blocks at angles to 
each other which structure, as is well known, is 
stronger and more form-retaining than would 
be the case of a board formed from a single piece. 5 
The body portion is provided with a more or less . 
circular opening 6 in which is fitted a circular de 
tachable target piece consisting of the central 
"bull's eye” 8 which is preferably differently col 
ored from the adjoining portions, and which is 
delimited by the metallic ferrule embedded in 
the board. 2 designates metallic partitions in 

0. 

the nature of flat, elongated blades of the proper 
height or width which are driven into the face 
of the target section in any desired manner such 
as that shown in Fig.1 to provide the segments 4. 
The segments 4 are colored with any suitable 
tint differing from the central "bull's eye” 8. The 
blades or dividers f2 are driven into the face of 
the target until they are almost but not quite 
flush with the surface of the target, or so that 
their outer edges extend but slightly above the 
Surface of the target as shown at 6 in Fig. 2. It 
will be apparent that the metallic dividers 2 are 
permanent in their nature and cannot be well 
obliterated by the impact of darts thereon, and 
that they serve to deflect a dart which might acci 
dentally hit one of said dividers onto one or the 
other of the adjoining segments, thereby elimi 
nating the possibility of the darts straddling the 
lines. In order to form the additional conven 
tional score devices I use the circular metallic 
strips 8, 20 and 22, the outermost one 8 of which 
abuts against the Outer edges of the dividers 2, 
as shown at 24 in Fig. 5, while the circular parti 
tions 20 and 22 engage notches in the corre 
Sponding portions of the dividers 2, as shown at 
26 and 28 also in Fig. 5. The intersection of the 
circular strips 20 and 22 with the dividers 2 form 
the areas 30 which are again colored in contrast 
with the rest of the board, and the abutment) of 
the outermost circular strip 8 with the outer 
edges of the dividers 12 form the areas 32 which 
are also contrastingly colored. On the body por 
tion of the board I provide the numerals or 
other indicia 36 which determine the score of the 
player in the well-known manner in the game of 
dart boards, which need not be set forth in detail. 
In order detachably but nevertheless firmly to 

retain the circular target piece in the circular 
opening 6, I provide the flat springs 38 which are . 

5 
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positioned in the grooves 40 formed at spaced 
intervals in the inner wall of the circular open 
ing. , said springs B being adapted to engage 



2 
a corresponding annular groove 42 positioned in 
the periphery of the circular target piece. In 
order to put the circular target piece in position, 
or to detach it from the body portion f, it is 

5 merely necessary to insert the point of the dart, 
shown in Fig. 6, or the blade of a knife or any 
other available instrument, between the periph 
ery of the target piece and the inner wall of the 
circular opening 6 to disengage the flat springs 

1038 from the groove 42. 
It is further Well known in the game of dart 

boards that certain segments, such as segments 
A, B or C, result in the highest score and hence 
the players concentrate on throwing their darts 

15 on said segments with the result that these seg 
ments Wore out well in advance of the rest of 
the board. It therefore becomes essential in or 
der to achieve the greatest economy to render 
the center piece freely rotatable but neverthe 

20 less position retaining so that a fresh segment, 
which has not been played so much, may be 
brought around to register with the high score 
position of the board. In dart board devices in 
which the center target section is secured to the 

25 body portion by means of screws, latches or other 
fastening devices, it is impossible to turn the 
circular target section to expose a fresh segment 
to play until such fastening devices have been 
disconnected. It is therefore an important fea 

30ture of my invention that the circular target 
piece is retained by the flat springs 38, which not 
Only Serve against displacement but also retain 
the target piece in any desired radial position, 
while, at the same time, permitting the free rota 

85tion of the circular piece from one position to 
another at will. 

In Fig. 6 I have shown a dart to be used in con 
nection with the dart board, said dart compris 
ing the stream lined body portion 44, the feath 

40 ers or other light tail or balancing device 46, and 
the Spike or sharpened pin 48, the latter being 
an extension of the heavier stud 50 which is 
driven into the body of the dart 44, and which 
is provided with the flattened head 52 which en 

45 gages and covers the end of the dart into Which 
the pin 48 is driven. 

If desired, instead of notching the dividers or 
markers 2 and forming continuous circular di 
viders 20 and 22 which engage notches in the 

50 dividers 2, as at 26 and 28, I may eliminate the 
notches from the dividers f2 and form the cir 
cular dividers 20 and 22 of arcuate segments 
which are long enough to fit in between any pair 
of adjacent dividers 2 at the desired radial 

55 point. In this form of construction, which it is 
not believed necessary to illustrate in formal-de 
tailed drawings due to its simplicity, the radial 
dividers 2 are made of a desired length but 
without any notchings in their edges, and after 

60 they have been driven into the board at the pre 
determined places, circumferential segments to 
replace the circular members 20 and 22 are then 
driven at the indicated places in separate pieces 
to fit more or less accurately between the radial 

65 dividers 2 
While in the drawing I have shown only one 

side of my dart board, it is to be understood that 
the reverse side of the dart board could be identi 
cal with that shown in Fig. 1 so that the dart 

70 board may be reversible to double its utility, and 

2,076,857 
it is further within the scope of my invention to 
form the other side of the dart board into a foot 
ball field, a baseball diamond, or otherwise divide 
or mark it so as to constitute an entirely separate 
and different game without changing the manner 
of Securing the cut-out target piece into the 
opening, and without changing the structure of 
the dividers 20, 22, 8 and 2 or the laminated 
block structure of the board beyond the limits 
hereinabove outlined. 
As will be seen from the drawing and partic 

ularly Figs. 2 and 4, the blades 8, 20 and 22 are 
driven into the target until their upper edges 
are substantially flush with the upper surface of 
the target. 

Having thus described my invention, what I 
claim as new and desire to secure by Letters Pat 
ent is: 

1. A dart board for a game of darts compris 
ing a body portion having a circular opening 
therein, a circular target piece adapted to fit 
Within Said Opening, and means associated with 
the wall of said opening adapted to engage means 

O 

on the periphery of said target piece for inter- . 
locking said target piece and said body portion. 

2. A dart board for a game of darts compris 
ing a body portion having an opening therein, a 
target piece adapted to fit within said opening, 
and means associated with the wall of said open 
ing adapted to engage means on the periphery 
of said target piece interlocking said target piece 
and said body portion. 

3. A dart board for a game of darts compris 
ing a body portion having a circular opening 
therein, a circular target piece adapted to fit 
within said opening, and means associated with 
the Wall of said opening adapted to engage means 
On the periphery of said target piece for detach 
ably and revolubly interlocking said target piece 
in position. 

. 4. A dart board comprising a body section 
having a circular opening therein, yielding de 
vices positioned in the wall of said opening and 
normally projecting beyond the plane thereof, 
and a circular target piece adapted to fit within 
Said opening, said target piece having a periph 
eral groove adapted to be engaged by said yield 
ing devices whereby said target piece is revolu 

30 

40 

bly and detachably interlocked to said body sec 
tion. 

5. A dart board for a game of darts compris 
ing a body portion having an opening therein, a 
target piece adapted to fit within said opening, 
and means associated with the wall of said open 
ing adapted to engage means on the periphery 
of Said target piece for rotatably interlocking said 
target piece and said body portion. . 

6. A dart board comprising a body portion 
having an opening therein, a target adapted to 
fit in said opening, and means associated with 
the wall of said opening and the periphery of 
Said target for interlocking said target with said 
body portion, said target having radially dis 
posed blades embedded therein and substantially 
flush with the surface thereof and concentrically 
disposed arcuate blades intersecting said radial 

-blades and also embedded in said target piece 
substantially flush with the surface thereof. 

THOMAS WILSON TEMPEST. 
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