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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that T, EBENEZER WARNER, a
citizen of the United States, residing at Tomah,
in the county of Monroe and State of Wiscon-
sin, have invented eertain new and useful Im-
provements in Wire-Fence Tighteners; and I
do declare the following to be a full, clear, and
exach deseription of theinvention, such as will
enable others skilled in the art to which it ap-
pertains to make and use the same, reference
being had to the accompanying drawings, and
to the letters and figures of reference marked
thereon, which form a partof thisspecification.

This invention relates to wire-stretchers,
and has for its object the provision of a device
for taking up slack in a wire when the wire is
too loose and for loosening the said wire when
the tension thereof is too great, which will be
simple,capable of being readily applied,cheap,
efficient, and durable.

The stretcher consists of a windlass having
a lever or arm and a pivoted catch at the end
of the lever. This pivoted catch formsan ex-
tension of the lever when turned parallel there-
with.-and forms a lock when turned crosswise
of the lever.

The improvement consists in the peculiar
construction and combination of the parts,
which hereinafter will be more fully described
and claimed, and shown in the annexed draw-
ings, in which— :

Figure 1 is a side view of a section of fence
embodying my invention; Fig. 2, a perspec-
tive view of the wire-tightening device on an
enlarged scale, and Fig. 3 a perspective view
of a modification.

The fence is composed of the longitudinal
wires A and the fence-posts B and C. The
posts B are the main posts and are setup first
in the construction of the fence, and are capa-
ble of being rotated to tighten the wire, there-
by performing the function of a windlass. The
posts Care intermediate supports between the
posts or windlasses B. The windlass or post
has a journal, D, at its lower end, which is
stepped in a block set in the ground, and is
provided with a flange, ', which overlaps the
opening in the block and preventsthe entrance
of wet dirt, &e., therein, besides steadying the
post. The kerf d, formed in the windlass or
post, extends from the top of the said post to

within a short distance of its lower end and
is adapted to receive the fence-wires, which
are clamped between the two parts of the said
post. The lever or arm D is formed of two
corresponding parts which are secured to or
form a part of the postor windlass, The short
arms d’ of the parts of the lever are secured
together by the bolt e, and the long arms @ of
the said parts are held together by.the bolt ¢
The pivoted catch E is placed between the
parts of the lever and is mounted on the bolt
¢. 'When the frame is set up, the wires com-
posing it can be stretched or slackened, as re-
quired, by rotating the post to the right or the
left, as desired. The catch I is first turned
parallel with the lever D to pass between the
fence-wires. When the desired tension on the
fence-wires is obtained, the catch B is turned
toset crosswiseof thelever,and, resting against
the fence-wires, preventsany retrograde move-
ment of the post. By leaving off the lower
end, ), of the windlass it is adapted for a wire-
tightener for general use, and can be applied
to a fence already set up.

Fig. 8 shows a modification, in which the
post or windlass B’ and the lever D’ are com-
posed of one part, there being no kerf to sep-
arate or divide it. The catch ¥ is pivoted to
one side of the lever by the pivot or bolt ¢.
The wires are held to the post in any desired
mauner, as by the hooks F. )

Having thus deseribed my invention, what I
claim, and desire to secure by Letters Patent,
is—

1. Ina wire fence, the combination, with the
fence-wires, of the post having the fence-wires
connected therewith, and having a journal at
its lower end, which journal is adapted to be
stepped in a block in the ground, and is pro-
vided with a flange at its upper end to overlap
the sides of the opening in the block in which
the said journal is stepped, the lever forming
a part of the post, and the cateh pivoted to the
said lever and adapted to form an extension of
the lever and to set crosswise of the fence-wires
and engage therewith to prevent the post turn-
ing back when the said wires are tightened,
substantially as set forth.

2. In a fence, the combination, with the
fence-wires, of the post having a journal at its
lower end and having its upper portion sepa-
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rated or divided into two longitudinal halves In testimony whereof I affix my signature in
by a kerf, the lever composed of two corre- | presence of two witnesses.

sponding parts which are carried by the parts-

of the wibndlass, the bolts for securing the parts EBENEZER WARNER.
of the lever together, and the catch placed be- Witnesses:

tween the parts of the lever and mounted on A, P. Lacry,

one of the said bolts, substantially as specified. S. SPECHT.




