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This invention relates to an improved cleaning 
device for the teeth. 

It is an object of the invention to provide a 
device for cleaning the teeth and massaging and 
Stimulating the gums in an unusually effective 
aller. 
Another object is the provision of such a de 

Vice that is made of rubber or similar material 
that has recesses that produce partial vacuums 
When used for the purposes intended. 
Other objects and advantages reside in details 

of design and construction which will be more 
fully disclosed in the following description and 
in the drawing Wherein like parts have been Sim 
ilarly designated and in which: 

Figure 1 is a plan view of a device made accord 
ing to a preferred form of the invention; 

Figure 2 is a side elevation thereof; 
Figure 3 is a side elevation of a smaller form 

of a similar device; 
Figure 4 is a plan view of a further modified 

form of the invention; 
Figure 5 is a plan view illustrating a slight var 

iation of the device illustrated in Figure 1; 
Figure 6 is a plan view illustrating a modified 

form of the invention; and 
Figure 7 is a front elevation of the device illus 

trated in Figure 6. 
In the drawing, reference character 5 denotes 

a handle element which is preferably made simi 
lar in shape, size and material, to a common 
tooth-brush handle, and having an end portion 
6 of reduced cross section for permanent or re 
movable attachment to a cleaning head , the 
attachment being effected by a threaded remov 
able engagement as shown in Figure 2 or other 
convenient means. The head T may be perma 
nently attached to the handle element if de 
sired. 
The cleaning head f, is preferably composed 

of a relatively firm but flexible rubber portion 8 
that engages the handle element, and a relative 
ly more flexible working portion 9, that is pro 
vided With flexible projections 20 having recesses 
open toward their working Surfaces to form par 
tial vacuums when used for the cleaning of teeth 
and the massaging of the gums. In Figure 2, the 
projections are illustrated as being arranged 
with their working surfaces in curved Or arcuate 
formation to conform to the natural shape of 
gums and the formation of the teeth. The rubber 
cleaning head, as a whole, being flexible, will 
further conform to the surfaces in the mouth 
when in use. 
In Figures 1, 2 and 3 the projections are illus 
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trated as of diamond-shape cross section. Fig 
lure 3 illustrates a Smaller cleaning head having 
its projection in Straight line formation. 

Figure 4 shows similar recessed flexible projec 
tions 2 of circular cross Section and it will be 
understood that Such projections can be made of 
any appropriate size and/or shape as preferred, 
and formed in any suitable arrangement. 
By the term “rubber' is meant either natural 

prepared rubber or any natural or artificial ma 
terial of similar properties. Such material is 
flexible enough to conform in an intimate contact 
with the surfaces of the teeth and gums to clean 
and massage them and yet the soft surfaces of 
the rubber Will not cut or scratch even the most 
tender gums. The partial vacuums formed in 
the recesses, further aid in the cleaning, massag 
ing and stimulating results effected. 
Such a device is "Water-proof' and can be 

readily cleaned, or soaked in a cleansing and puri 
fying liquid, and Will not lose its original proper 
ties as common bristle brushes may. The spacing 
of the Working projections may be such as to fur 
ther facilitate thorough sanitation. When the 
handle element is made removably attachable to 
the cleaning heads, a plurality of shapes and sizes 
of rubber heads can be interchanged with one 
handle element, for economy, efficiency and con 
Venience, and the handle element may be of more 
elaborate construction or of more individual de 
sign than usually found in devices for this pur 
p0Se. 

Figure 5 illustrates a variation from the struc 
ture shown in Figure 1, in that the diamond 
shape vacuum-forming depressions 22 are sep 
arated only by walls 23 made of flexible material, 
preferably rubber or a rubber compound. There 
are no open spaces between the vacuum-forming 
depressions 22. 

Figures 6 and 7 illustrate a modified form of 
the invention wherein a plurality of relatively 
thin wedge-shape projections 24 are arranged 
transversely of the device, and are made of the 
Same flexible material such as rubber, as herein 
above described. The parts 24 are well adapted 
for cleaning between the teeth by vertical move 
ment of their sharp extremities along the sur 
faces of the teeth. The parts 24 may be used 
in combination with vacuum-forming depressions 
of any type, as set forth hereinabove and as illus 
trated. 
Thus the Stated objects of the invention are 

effected and while this specification discloses pre 
ferred means for reducing the present invention 
to practice and a preferred embodiment of the 
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invention, changes may occur to those skilled in and a rubber cleansing element attached thereto 
the art and may be made within the scope of the and having a plurality of flexible rubber cleansing 
appended claim, Without departing from this in- cups and a plurality of upstanding flexible Wedges 
ventive concept. adjacent said cups and grouped at one end of 
What I claim and desire to secure by Letters 5 said cleansing element transversely with refer 

Patent is: ence to the handle element. 
As an article of manufacture, a device of the 

character disclosed comprising a handle element THEODORE A, HOSEY. 


