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57 ABSTRACT 
A stand for supporting photograph records in their 
jackets in a vertical or near vertical orientation, said 
stand comprising a one piece body made of a synthetic 
plastics material and having a rectangular base, a back 
wall, and two L-shaped side walls projecting from the 
base and the back wall. Preferably, at least one L 
shaped separation wall projects from the base and the 
back wall between the two side walls. 

1 Claim, 1 Drawing Figure 
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1. 

STAND FOR SUPPORTNG PHONOGRAPH 
RECORDS 

The invention relates to stands for supporting flat 
plate-like articles, particularly gramaphone records. 
Stands for gramaphone records are known, consist 

ing of a frame from which wire hoops project at equal 
distances from each other along the common axis of 
the hoops. The gramaphone records are inserted, with 
out their sleeves, between the wire hoops. This type of 
gramaphone record stand has several disadvantages. In 
the first place the records are not protected from dirt 
and they are easily scratched; and secondly, the stands 
are comparatively costly to manufacture since they are 
made from a large number of individual parts. 

It is also known to keep gramaphone records in al 
bums. Each record to be stored is removed from its 
sleeve and inserted into a pocket or envelope in the al 
bum. However, albums for gramaphone records lack 
strength and occupy a great deal of space. It is also 
known to store gramaphone records in boxes having 
lids which can be opened and closed. This method in 
volves considerable bother in that, before a particular 
record can be extracted from the box, first of all the lid 
has to be opened, and then the records then have to be 
taken out of the box one after the other until the de 
sired record is reached, because the box, which is 
closed on three sides, does not allow the individual re 
cords to be inspected in situ in the box. Furthermore, 
a record storage box of this kind is also comparatively 
costly to manufacture. 
The object of the present invention is to provide a 

stand in which gramaphone records can be stored com 
pactly in their sleeves while allowing easy access to the 
records, and which is comparatively inexpensive to 
manufacture. According to the present invention there 
fore, a stand for supporting flat plate-like articles, such 
as gramaphone records in their sleeves, comprises a 
one-piece body made of a synthetic plastics material 
and having a rectangular base, a back wall, and two L 
shaped side walls projecting from the base and the back 
wall. Such a stand, consisting of a single piece plastics 
injection moulding, can be manufactured in large quan 
tities at comparatively little cost. The stand is light in 
weight, and because of the L-shaped side walls, is eco 
nomical with regard to the amount of material used in 
making it. Gramaphone records, each in its initial 
sleeve, may be stored on the stand in such a way that 
the titles of the records can easily be read without re 
moving them from the stand. 

Preferably, the body is formed integrally with at least 
one L-shaped separation wall which projects from the 
base and the back wall between the two side walls. The 
sub-division of the stand into two or more compart 
ments by interposing one or more separation walls has 
the advantage that the records can be stored in groups, 
representing different classifications. The separation 
walls also help to support the records and make it eas 
ier to extract a particular record without excessively 
disturbing the others. Finally, and perhaps most impor 
tant, the separation walls prevent the records from 
leaning over too much, particularly if there are only a 
few records in each group. If a gramaphone record is 
stored leaning at an angle to a support surface, it tends 
to deform in the course of time, impairing the subse 
quent accuracy of reproduction from the record. The 
risk of warping is increased if a large number of records 
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is stored in a leaning group, and the angle to the verti 
cal is large. This risk is minimised by sub-dividing the 
record stand into separate compartments. 
Preferably the base and the back wall have the same 

dimensions so that the stand can be used with either the 
base or the back wall horizontal. The L-shaped walls 
allow a search to be made easily through records stored 
on the stand, in spite of the fact that they may be ar 
ranged in groups, by separation walls, without it being 
necessary to remove them from the stand. - 

Preferably, the webs of the L-shaped separation wall 
or walls are shorter than those of the side walls. This ar 
rangement improves the appearance of the stand in 
that, when the stand is full of records, the separation 
wall remains invisible. Also, a protective hood may be 
placed over the stand in contact with the edges of the 
base and the back wall. 
An example of a stand in accordance with the inven 

tion will now be described with reference to the accom 
panying drawing. 
The stand 1 is designed to support a number of 

gramaphone records which are housed in their sleeves, 
and consists of a base 2 and a back wall 3, which has 
the same dimensions as, and extends at right angles to, 
the base 2. Two similar L-shaped side walls 4 and 5 are 
located at the edges of the base and back wall, the webs 
6 and 7 of the side walls having the same dimensions as 
each other. The record stand 1 is sub-divided by an L 
shaped separation wall 8, which corresponds to the 
shape of, and is parallel to, the side walls 4,5. The webs 
9, 10 of the separation wall 8 are, however, slightly 
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shorter than the webs 6, 7 of the side walls 4, 5. The 
webs of the side walls 4, 5 and of the separation wall 8 
are of a depth sufficient to ensure that the gramaphone 
records are adequately supported when the records are 
placed in the stand with two edges of the sleeves abut 
ting the base 2 and the back wall 3. A web depth of 
about 40 mm. has been found sufficient. The record 
stand 1 is manufactured in one piece by injection 
moulding from a suitable plastics material. 
The record stand preferably has three separation 

walls spaced equally between the side walls. In this ex 
ample the record stand is capable of accommodating 
between 25 and 30 gramaphone records. 
The side walls and the separation wall or walls have 

rounded corners to prevent damage to the records, and 
to improve the appearance of the record stand. I claim: 

1. A stand for supporting flat plate-like articles, par 
ticularly phonograph records in their jackets, consist 
ing of a body open along two adjacent sides, said body 
comprising a rectangular base arranged to extend sub 
stantially horizontally, a rectangular back disposed sub 
stantially perpendicularly to said base and arranged to 
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extend upwardly from said base, a pair of laterally 
spaced L-shaped side walls secured to said base and 
back and extending from the same sides of said base 
and back, wherein the improvement comprises that 
said body is free-standing and is formed unitarily of a 
synthetic plastic material and said base and back each 
have the same dimensions and can be used inter 
changeably as said base or back, each said L-shaped 
side wall having a pair of webs, one of said webs ex 
tending along and for the length of an edge of said base 
and the other said web extending along and for the 
length of an edge of said back, the dimension upwardly 
from said base of one of said webs extending along said 
base and the dimension extending outwardly from said 
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back of the other said web is the same and is considera 
bly less than the length dimension of said webs, at least 
one L-shaped partition formed integrally with and ex 
tending upwardly from said base and outwardly from 
said back, said L-shaped partition being disposed in lat 
erally spaced substantially parallel relationship with 
and between said L-shaped side walls, said partition ex 
tending from the common edge of said base and back 
and including a pair of webs with each web having a 
length less than the length of said webs of said side 
walls so that the free ends of said webs of said L-shaped 
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partition are recessed inwardly from the plane contain 
ing the free ends of said webs of said side walls, said 
partition dividing the space between said side walls to 
form individual storage spaces each capable of holding 
a plurality of the records in their jackets, and the inter 
section of the edges of said webs of said side walls and 
of said webs of said partition spaced outwardly from 
said base and back are rounded off to prevent damage 
to articles positioned in the stand. 
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