EP 1273 253 A3

Europdisches Patentamt

European Patent Office

(19) g)

(12)

Office européen des brevets

(88) Date of publication A3:
14.01.2004 Bulletin 2004/03

(43) Date of publication A2:
08.01.2003 Bulletin 2003/02

(21) Application number: 02394077.8

(22) Date of filing: 04.07.2002

(11) EP 1273 253 A3

EUROPEAN PATENT APPLICATION

(51) Intcl.”. A47K 3/16

(84) Designated Contracting States:
AT BEBG CHCY CZDE DK EE ES FIFRGB GR
IE IT LI LU MC NL PT SE SK TR
Designated Extension States:
AL LT LV MK RO SI

(30) Priority: 04.07.2001 GB 0116325

(71) Applicant: Dunlop, Lawrence James
Belfast BT8 8LE, Northern Ireland (GB)

(72) Inventor: Dunlop, Lawrence James
Belfast BT8 8LE, Northern Ireland (GB)

(74) Representative: McKeown, Yvonne Mary
c/o MacLachlan & Donaldson,
47 Merrion Square
Dublin 2 (IE)

(54) Fixing means for panels and the like
(57) A fixing means is provided for a panel (16) or
the like to close off a substantially vertical gap between
two substantially horizontal surfaces. The means com-
prises at least two elongate upright members (14) trans-
versely spaced apart or a frame (10) for mounting sub-
stantially vertically inward of the side edges of a corre-
sponding panel (16) to be fitted. Each upright member
(14) has at least one flat face (15) to abut against the
Inside face of the panel (16) and each upright member
(14) or the frame (10) has at its bottom end a height-
adjustable element (18) with a foot (19) to be lower sur-
face-engagable. The other upper end is securable un-
der the upper surface. The foot (19) of each upright
member (14) is for urging against the lower surface with
a compressible pad (22) positioned therebetween. The
flat face (15) of each upright member facing outwards
and having at least two vertically-spaced contact zones
(24) against which a corresponding number of co-oper-
ating contact zones(24) similarly positioned on an inside
face of the panel (16) are matable.
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