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SPECIFICATION forming part of Letters Patent No. 368,114, dated August 9, 1887.
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To all whom it may concerw:

Be it known that I, ALFRED G. ROENIGK,
of Pittsburg, in the county of Allegheny and
State of Pennsylvania, have invented a new
and useful Improvement in Pillows; and I do
hereby declare the following to be a full, clear,

‘and exact deseription thereof.

My invention relates to pillows and sham
pillows, its object being to provide a cheap
pillow, principally employed as a sham pillow,
which shall maintain its shape, this being a

“necessity in the sham pillows or upper pillows

on the bed or-couch, and shall be yielding in
its body and at the edges, so that when em-
ployed as a pillow to rest against any person
resting against it shall not come in contact
with the frame, a further object being to pro-
vide a cheap and durable sham pillow.

To these ends it consists in a pillow having
a skeleton frame formed of cross-bars having
a cord or wire extending from end to end of
the cross-barsso forming the edgesof the frame,
so that in the finished pillow no rigid parts of
the frame are liable to come in contact with
the body of the person resting against if, ex-
cept at the corners of the pillow. It also-con-
sists in forming the spring portion of the pil-
low of spiral springs secured to the cross-bars,

~and cords passing from  the cross-bars over
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these springs, so as to form a support for the
covering and stuffing of the pillow.

Tt also consists in locating these springs one
at the center, where the bars cross each other,
and one or more on each cross-bar between its
center and end, the springs with their confin-
ing-cords, when so located, acting to give a
spring surface to the entire pillow. :

It also consists in combining with my im-
proved frame, as above described, a covering
of canvas over the frame and a stuffing or
packing of excelsior, hair, or liké material be-
tween this canvas cover and the outer cover
of the pillow, thus forming a finished sham
pillow, which is held in proper shape by the
skeleton frame and springs, and which is made
sufficiently soft and yielding by the springs
and the eovering and stuffing thereon.

To enable others skilled in the art to make
and use my improved pillow, I will deseribe
the same more fully, referring to the accom-
panying drawings, in which—

" Pigure 1 is a perspective view of the skele-

ton frame before the covering is secured there-
to; and TFig. 2 is a like view of the finished
pillow, partly broken away, showing the man-

mer in which the same is made.

Like letters of reference indicate like parts

| in each.

The cross-bars a of the frame are made of
light wooden strips, which eross each other at
the eenter and are fitted into each other, the
bars being supported or strengthened on the
inner face by the block & and on the back by
a metal plate, [, at the center, as shown; and
extending around the wooden frame so made
and passing over the ends of these bars is the
cord or wire b, this cord forming the edge of
the pillow-frame between the corners, and, as
the cord is yielding, overcoming the ordinary
hard edge generally found in sham pillows,
and forming a support to the frame, which
renders it sufficiently rigid and durable. Se-
cured to the cross-bars ¢ arve the springs ¢,
that are usually termed ‘‘half-springs,”’ be-
ing usually employed on sham pillows, the
springs being one-half the height of the or-
dinary spiral upholstering-springs, and the
smaller ends of the springs being secured to
the cross-bars in any suitable manner, such
as by brads or double - pointed tacks pass-
ing around one coil of the springs and driven
into the bars but for sleeping pillows and
bolsters a full spring being employed to ren-
der it soft and yielding. The large ends of
the spiral springs extend up from the frame,
and in order to confine these springs and ob-
tain the spring-action over substantially the
entire surface of the pillow, I employ the cords
d, these cords extending from the eross-bars a,
near the ends thereof, over the free portion of
the springs, and extending from one end of one
bar to the other end thereof, each cord passing
over the spring or springs secured between
the end and center of the bars and over the
central spring, ¢/, which issecured to the frame
ab the point where the bars eross each other.
The springs are thus confined between the
frame formed by the cross-bars ¢ and the cords
d, and the skeleton frame for the pillow is thus
composed of the cross-bars «, the cord or wire
b, extending from end to end of the bars and
forming the side edges of the pillow, the yield-
ing springs ¢, and their confining-cords d.

In sham pillows I find it only necessary to
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use a central spring and springs near each end
of the bars; but for a sleeping pillow or hol-
ster I generally employ more springs on the
bars, and stretch between the bars wehbings
m, and seeure to the webbings springs 1y a3
shown, a softer and more yielding surface be-
ing thus obtained, cords p extending from the
ecord or wire b over these springsto liold them
in proper position. In building: the body of
the pillow on . this skeleton frame I employ,

 tirst, a cover of any suitable fabrie sufficient

Is5

to support the stuffing material, this fabric

being either netting, eanvas, or like material,

whieh is first secured over the skeleton frame,
being tacked to the cross-bars thereof and se-
cured to the outer cord, b, when the pillow is
ready for stuffing and covering. It is desir-
able that the pillow shall have the same cover
on hoth sides, and for this purpose the cover

20 f extends over the face and the hack and en-
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tirely inclosesthe frame, the cover being made
of proper size, and after it is slipped over
part of the pillow the stuffing or filling of ex-
celsior, hair, .or other:suitable material being
packed between the netting ¢ and the cover b
this stufling g being gradually filled in and
packed, so as to impurt the desired surface
contounr to the pillow and n sufficient cushion
between the springs and the cover, and the
ends of the cover being then brought togetlier
and sewed, so inclosing the entire frame with
its netbing and staffing and forming the fin-
ished piltow. :

The pillow so formed can beemplo yed either
for sleeping purposes or simpl ¥ as a sham pil-
low, according to the desire of the user and
the materials of whiehit is formed,the skeleton
frame with its springs forming a yielding sur-
face which will give much more than the ordi-
nary sham pillow and at thesame timehold its
shape, which is necessary insuch pillows, and
overcoming the employment of a large body of
stuffing or packing, as is found necessary in
the ordinary upper pillows formed cntirely
of such materials. The surface of the pillow

as finished is yielding, there being no rigid
parts except at the corners, and the edges of
the pillow being sufficiently yielding for all
burposes, so that the pillow is not so stiff in
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appedraice as the ordinary sham pillow, and
when the body is resting againstit forming a
much easier support than the ordinary sham:
pillew. At the same time the skeleton frame
ischeap in construction, the cross-bars, cords,
and springs costing but little, and the springs
doing away with a:large portion of the
stuffing material which has neeessarily becn
employed in the ordinary large pillows hav-
ing no frame, so that my improved sham pil-
low ean be manufactured at a low cost. | When
emyloyed as a sleeping pillow or bolster, its
surface ean be made assoft and comfortableas
the ordinary sleeping-pillow, and it is much
cooler and healthier than thoge formed of
feathers, as it is ventilated, while its cost is
less:than the spring-pillows heretofore ‘made.

What I claim as my invention, and desire
tosecure by Letters Patent, is——

1.. A pillow having a frame formed of rigid
cross-bars and a cord cxtending from end to
end of the bars forming the side edges of the
frame, substantially as and for the purposes
set forth.

2. A pillow having a frame formed of rigid
cross:-bars, a cord extending from end to end
of the bars forming the side edges of the frame,
and springs supported on said cross-bars,sub-
stantially as and for the purposes set forth.

3. The pillow having the skeleton frame
formed of the rigid cross-bars ,the edge cord,
b, the onc or moresprings sceured to said hars
between the center and the ends thereof, the
center spring, ¢, seeured to said bars at ‘their
point of junction, and the confining-cords d,
passing over the springs secured to the bars,
substantially as and for the purposes set forth,

4. In pillows, the combination of the frame
formed of the cross-bars @, the edge cord, b,
the springs ¢, the netting ¢, fitting over the
frame, the coverf, and stuffing material con-
fined hetween the netting and cover, substan-
tially as and for the purposes set forth.

In testimony whereof I, the said ALFRED
G. ROENIGK, have hercunto set my hand.

ALFRED G. ROENIGK.

Witnesses:

J. NEGLEY COOKE,
N. 8. STOCKWELL.
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