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To all whom it may concern: 
Be it known that I, ALFRED G. ROENIGK, 

of Pittsburg, in the county of Allegheny and 
State of Pennsylvania, have invented a new 

5 and useful Improvement in Pillows; and I do 
hereby declare the following to be a full, clear, 
and exact description thereof. 
My invention relates to pillows and sham 

pillows, its object being to provide a cheap 
IO pillow, principally employed as a sham pillow, 

Which shall maintain its shape, this being a 
necessity in the sham pillows or upper pillows 
on the bed or couch, and shall be yielding in 
its body and at the edges, so that when em 
ployed as a pillow to rest against any person 
resting against it shall not come in contact 
with the frame, a further object being to pro 
vide a cheap and durable sham pillow. 
To these ends it consists in a pillow having 

a skeleton frame formed of cross-bars having 
a cord or wire extending from end to end of 
the cross-barsso forming the edges of the frame, 
so that in the finished pillow no rigid parts of 
the frame are liable to come in contact with 
the body of the person resting against it, ex 
cept at the corners of the pillow. It also con 
sists in forming the spring portion of the pil 
low of spiral springs secured to the cross-bars, 
and cords passing from the cross-bars over 

3o these springs, so as to form a support for the 
covering and stuffing of the pillow. 

It also consists in locating these springs one 
at the center, where the bars cross each other, 
and one or more on each cross-bar between its 
center and end, the springs with their confin 
ing-cords, when so located, acting to give a 
spring surface to the entire pillow. 

It also consists in combining with my im 
proved frame, as above described, a covering 
of canvas over the frame and a stuffing or 
packing of excelsior, hair, or like material be 
tween this canvas cover and the outer cover 
of the pillow, thus forming a finished sham 
pillow, which is held in proper shape by the 
skeleton frame and springs, and which is made 
sufficiently soft and yielding by the springs 
and the covering and stuffing thereon. 
To enable others skilled in the art to make 

and use my improved pillow, I will describe 
So the same more fully, referring to the accom 

panying drawings, in which 
Figure 1 is a perspective view of the skele 
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ton frame before the covering is secured there 
to; and Fig. 2 is a like view of the finished 
pillow, partly broken away, showing the man. 55 
iner in which the same is made. 

Like letters of reference indicate like parts 
in each. 
The cross-bars at of the frame are made of 

light wooden strips, which cross each other at 6o 
the center and are fitted into each other, the 
bars being supported or strengthened on the 
inner face by the block k and on the back by 
a metal plate, l, at the center, as shown; and 
extending around the wooden frame so made 65 
and passing over the ends of these bars is the 
cord or wire b, this cord forming the edge of 
the pillow-frame between the corners, and, as 
the cord is yielding, overcoming the ordinary 
hard edge generally found in sham pillows, 7o 
and forming a support to the frame, which 
renders it sufficiently rigid and durable. Se 
cured to the cross-bars at are the springs c, 
that are usually termed “half-springs,’ be 
ing usually employed on sham pillows, the 75 
springs being one-half the height of the or 
dinary spiral upholstering-springs, and the 
smaller ends of the springs being secured to 
the cross-bars in any suitable manner, such 
as by brads or double - pointed tacks pass 
ing around one coil of the springs and driven 
into the bars but for sleeping pillows and 
bolsters a full spring being employed to ren 
der it soft and yielding. The large ends of 
the spiral springs extend up from the frame, 85 
and in order to confine these springs and ob 
tain the spring-action over substantially the 
entire surface of the pillow, I employ the cords 
d, these cords extending from the cross-bars a, 
near the ends thereof, over the free portion of 90 
the springs, and extending from one end of one 
bar to the other end thereof, each cord passing 
over the spring or springs secured between 
the end and center of the bars and over the 
central spring, c', which is secured to the frame 
at the point where the bars cross each other. 
The springs are thus confined between the 
frame formed by the cross-bars a and the cords 
d, and the skeleton frame for the pillow is thus 
composed of the cross-bars a, the cord or wire 
b, extending from end to end of the bars and 
forming the side edges of the pillow, the yield 
ing springs c, and their confining-cords d. 

In sham pillows I find it only necessary to 
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use a central spring and springs near each end 
of the bars; but for a sleeping pillow or bol. 
ster generally employ more springs on the 
bars, and stretch between the bars webbings 

5th, and Secure to the webbings springs l, as 
shown, a softer and more yielding surfacebe. 
ing thus obtained, cords pextending from the 
cord or wire b over these Springs to hold them 
in proper position. In building the body of 

IO the pillow on this skeleton frame I employ, 
first, a cover of any suitable fabric sufficient 
to Support the stuffing material, this fabric 
being either netting, canvas, or like material, 
Which is first secured over the skeleton frame, 
being tacked to the cross-bars thereof and so 
cured to the outer cord, b, when the pillow is ready for stuffing and covering. It is desir. 
able that the pillow shall have the same cover 
On both sides, and for this purpose the cover 

2OJ extends over the face and the back and en 
tirely incloses the frame, the cover being made 
of proper size, and after it is Slipped over 
part of the pillow the stuffing or filling of ex 
Celsior, hair, or other suitable material bcing 

25 Packed between the netting c and the cover f 
this stuffing of being gradually filled in aid 
packed, so as to impart the desired surface 
contour to the pillow and a sufficient cushion 
between the springs and the cover, and the 
ends of the cover being then brought together 
and Sewed, so inclosing the entire frame with 
its netting and stuffing and forming the fin. 
ished pillow. & 
The pillow so formed can be emplo yed either 

for sleeping purposes or simply as a shan pil 
low, according to the desire of the user and 
the materials of which it is formed, the skeleton frame With its springs forming a yielding sur 
face which will give much more than the ordi 
nary shaln pillow and at the same time hold its 
shape, which is necessary in such pillows, and 
overcoming the employment of a large body of 
Stufting or packing, as is found necessary in 
the Ordinary upper pillows formed entirely 
of Such materials. The surface of the pillow 
as finished is yielding, there being no rigid 
parts except at the corners, and the edges of 
the pillow being sufficiently yielding for all 
purposes, So that the pillow is not so stiff in 
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tippeiiralice as the ordinary sham pillow, and so 
Whe tiebody is resting against it forming a 
much easier support than the ordinary sham 
pillo W. At the same time the skeleton frame 
is cheapin construction, the cross-bars, cords, 
and springs costing but little, and the springs 
doing away with a large portion of the 
stuffing material which has necessarily been 
employed in the ordinary large pillows hav. 
ing no frame, So that my improved sham pil 
low can be manufactured at a low cost. When 
emyloyed as a sleeping pillow or bolster, its 
Surface can be made assoft and comfortable as 
the ordinary sleeping-pillow, and it is much 
Cooler and healthier than those formed of 
feathers, as it is ventilated, while its cost is 
less than the spring-pillows heretofore made. 
What claim as my invention, and desire 

to Secure by Letters Patent, is 
1. A pillow having a frame formed of rigid 

Cross-bars and a cord extending from end to 
end of the bars forming the side cdges of the 
frame, substantially as and for the purposes 
Set forth, 

2. A pillow having a frame formed of rigid 
cross-bars, a cord extending from end to end 75 
of the bars forming the side edges of the frame, 
and Springs supported on said cross-bars, sub 
stantially as and for the purposes set forth. 

3. The pillow having the skeleton frame 
formed of the rigid cross-barsa, the edge cord, so 
l, the one or more springs secured to said bars 
between the center and the ends thereof, the 
Center Spring, c, Secured to said bars at their 
point of junction, and the confining-cords d, 
passing over the springs secured to the bars, 5 
Substantially as and for the purposes set forth. 

4. In pillows, the combination of the frame 
formed of the cross-bars a, the edge cord, b, the Springs c, the netting e, fitting over the 
Traine, the coverf, and stuffing material con- 90 
fined between the netting and cover, substan. 
tially as and for the purposes set forth. 

In testimony whereof I, the said ALFRED 
G. ROENIGR, have hereunto set my hand. 

ALFIRED G. ROENIGK. 
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Witnesses: 
J. NEGLEY COOKE, 
N. S. STOCK WELL, 

  


