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UNITED STATES PATENT OFFICE 
2,678,129 

PACKAGEDROLLOFFLOOR COVERING 
Samuel Spector, New York, N. Y., assignor to 

Bonafide Mills, Inc., Lisbon, Maine, a corpora 
tion of Maine 

Application May 6, 1949, Serial No. 91,653 
(C. 206-59) 1 Claim. 

This invention relates to a packaged roll of 
sheet material and particularly to a novel pack 
aged roll of floor covering such as linoleum or 
linoleum rugs. 
One object of the invention is to provide a 

nOVel packaged roll of sheet material Such as 
floor covering, embodying a container for acces 
SOries Which may be useful in the laying and 
maintenance thereof, Which may be manufac 
tured at minimum expense and is capable of be 
ing shipped With minimum liability of injury or 
damage to the floor covering or other sheet ma 
terial and the accessories therefor. 
A further object of the invention is to provide 

a novel form of shipping container Within Which 
the floor covering in roll form and the acceSSOries 
may be safely shipped and Which enables the 
accessories to be conveniently removed by the 
customer When the floor covering is to be laid. 
With these general objects in vieW and Such 

others as may hereinafter appear, the invention 
consists in the novel packaged roll of floor coV 
ering or other sheet material embodying a con 
tainer for the accessories, and in the Shipping 
container itself, hereinafter described and par 
ticularly defined in the claim at the end of this 
specification. 

In the draWings II have illustrated the inVen 
tion as embodied in different forms of a pack 
aged roll of floor covering embodying the acces 
sory container, wherein Fig. 1 is a view in side 
elevation With portions in Section ShoWing One 
end of the present packaged roll of floor cover 
ing and illustrating the accessory container; Fig. 
2 is a section on the line 2-2 of Fig. 1; Figs. 3, 4. 
and 5 are views in side elevation party in Sec 
tion of one end portion of different packaged 
rolls of floor covering embodying the invention; 
Fig. 6 is a view in cross section illustrating both 
ends of a packaged roll of floor covering embody 
ing an accessory container; Fig. 7 is a Side eleva 
tion with portions in section of one end of Still 
another form of packaged roll of floor covering 
embodying the accessory container, and Fig. 8 
is a sectional view of stillanother form of pack 
aged roll of floor covering embodying the acces 
sory container and illustrating both ends of the 
roll. 

In general, the present invention contemplates 
the provision of a novel packagedroll of floor 
covering or other sheet material embodying a 
container for those accessories Which may be 
used in the laying and maintenance of the floor 
covering. The invention contemplates a cont 
struction of package which not only affords ef 
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ficient protection for the roll of floor covering 
during Shipment and handling, but also enables 
acceSSOries to beshipped therein in a convenient 
and acceSSible manner and One in Which the 
iability of injury or dannage during shipment to 
both the floor covering and the accessories is 
reduced to a minimum. Accordingly, a roll of 
floor covering or Other sheet material to be 
Shipped is enclosed Within a tubular shipping 
member. The ends of the tubular Shipping 
member are closed by end closures and provision 
is made for forming a Separate container for the 
acceSSOries Within and at one end of the tubuliar 
shipping member. The accessory container may 
be formed in Various Ways and may be Secured 
or attached to either the end closure or to the 
body of the tubular shipping membel', depend 
ing upon the construction of the acceSSQy con 
tainer. 

Referring noW to the dra Wing I have illustrated 
variouts forms of a packaged roll of floor cover 
ing embodying the invention and of a Shipping 
container forboth the roll of floor covering and 
the accessories, and as illustrated in Figs. 1 and 2, 
One embodiment of the invention comprises the 
roll 6 of floor covering around the cylindrical 
surface of Which a heavy paper or fibrous Wrap 
ping i 2 is Wound, preferably to provide the roll 
With several plies of the Wrapper. The ends 3 
of the Wrapper preferably project beyond the 
ends of the roll of fioor covering, and as shoWin 
in Fig., 1, the projecting ends i 3 are folded down 
fiat against the ends of the roll Of floor cover 
ing and the end closure is made by an additionali 
disk 4 of heavier fiber board or the like, Which 
may be glued or OtherWise adhesively Secured to 
the outer Surface of the previously folded ends 
of the Wrapper. In order to form a container 
Within Which may be enclosed acceSSOries scì 
as Waxes, cleaners, paste, cement, andi other ar 
ticles normally used for the maiintenance and 
laying of the floor covering, a separate container 
i6 is formed and frictionally Secured to the ine 
Surface of the roll of floor covering. AS herein 
shown, the container i6 comprises a cup-shaped 
container of fiber board or the like haVing it:S 
bottom Wall 8 provided With a plurality of tabs 
20 spaced peripheraly about the botton Wall i 3 
and having the top Wall 2i removably Secured 
in place, and also preferably provided With a. 
plurality of spaced peripheral fianges or tabS 
22. In the manufacture of the container itSeli 
these fianges are died out or otherWiSe formed 
to flare outWardly beyond the body portiOl Gi 
the container, and When the container With the 
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accessories therein has been introduced into the 
end of the opening formed Within the roll of 
floor covering, the outWardly flaring fianges 2, 
22 serve to frictionally engage and hold the coin 
tainer in the position shown in Fig. 1 adiacent 
one end of the packaged roll of fioor covering, 
So that in effect the inner container is Secured 
to and forms a Substantial integral part of the 
con3pleted package. 

In the form of the invention illustrated in 
Fig. 3 the outer tubular shipping container may 
comprise a preformed and relatively heavy 
fibrous tube 26 Which may, for convenience of 
introducing the roll of floor covering therein, 
be formed in halveS in accordance With the 
present day practice, and the half Sections are 
successively slipped over one end of the roll of 
floor covering, and the end closures for the 
tube 26 may comprise a reenforcing fibrous ring 
28 of multi plies of paper adhesively Secured 
and pressed together, and Which may be stapledi 
or otherWise secured to the end portion of the 
shipping tube, as shown in Fig. 3. The closure 
disk enclosing the end portion of the packaged 
roll of floor covering may comprise a fiber disk 
33 glued or otherWise Secured to the inner face 
of the reenforcing ring, and aS ShoWIn in Fig. 
3, provision is made for Securing a fluid-tight 
container 32 in fixed relation upon the inner 
face of the end closure disk 33. Conveniently 
the container 32 may comprise a bottle having 
a screW cap or closure therefor, both being of 
a Size to permit their introduction into the Space 
Within the roll of floor covering, thus providing 
a container Within the packaged roll of floor 
covering Within Which may be shipped not 
only the usual accessories if desired but 
also any fiuid cement, fluid Wax, or the 
like, Which the customer may find use 
ful in the maintenance and laying of the floor 
covering. In practice the screw closure or cap 
of the bottle or container may and preferably 
Will be adhesively affixed to the face of the end 
closure disk by any of the more efficient resin 
ous adhesives now upon the market and by 
Which the cover may be securely attached to 
the face of the disk So as to permit the disk 
and the container to be inserted in operative 
position prior to the insertion of the reenforc 
ing ring and prior to the stapling thereof to 
the projecting end portion of the body of the 
Shipping container itSelf. 

In Fig. 4 I have illustrated a type of accessory 
container similar to that shown in Fig. 3 and 
Which may be Secured to the inner face of the 
end closure disk 34 in a structure Wherein the 
protective tubular member 36 enclosing the cy 
lindrical roll of the floor covering comprises a 
plurality of layers of strong paper, the end por 
tions of Which are folded Over the end of the 
fioor covering, as shown in Fig. 4, prior to the 
application and gluing of the end closure disk 
3 to the inwardly turned faces of the Wrapper. 

In Fig. 5 I have illustrated another modi 
fication of the invention Wherein the roll of 
floor covering is enclosed Within a, fibrous tube 

comprising preferably a relatively stiff fibrous 
tube. The tube is made longer than the length 
of roll Of floor covering Which is to be enclosed 
therein So as to provide a space at one end of 
the tube Within Which a cup-shaped member 
32 of fiber, metal or other material, may be in 
serted. The open end of the cup-shaped mem 
ber 42 is closed by a disk 84 Which may be of 
fiber, metal or other suitable material, and is 
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4 
held in place by a crimped in end portion 46 
of the outer tube. AS clearly shoWn in Fig. 5, 
the crimped portion 46 engages the closure disk 
and firmly holds the cup-shaped container 42 
against the end face of the roll of floor covering 
So as to prevent movement of the container dur 
ing Shipment. When the packaged roll of floor 
covering embodying the accessory container is 
delivered to the customer, the crimped end por 
tion 46 may be folded outwardly and the ac 
cessory container conveniently removed. 

In Fig. 6, have illustrated another modifi 
cation of the invention Wherein the outer pro 
tective tube Within Which the roll of floor cov 
ering is enclosed comprises a stiff fibrous tube 
8 intentionally made of greater length than 

the length of roll of floor covering, and Within 
the end space 50 thus provided, I form an ac 
cessory container by introducing into the space 
a fibrous retaining ring 52 Which may be stapled 
as shown to the fibrous outer tube 8 in a posi 
tion to hold a closure disk 54 against the end 
Wall of the roll of floor covering, as shown. The 
disk i may and preferably Will be adhesively 
Secured to the inner face of the retaining ring 
52. A similar retaining ring 56 having a clo 
Sure disk 53 adheSively Secured to the inner 
face thereof is preferably stapled in the posi 
tion shown in Fig. 6 to the fibrous shipping tube 
8 to form an end closure for the tubular mem 
ber 48 and to provide a Space betWeen the disks 
5, and 58 Within Which the accessories may be 
conveniently Shipped. 

In Fig. 7 Still another modification of the 
invention is shown Wherein the roll of floor cov 
ering is enclosed Within a fibrous tube 63 Which 
22.y be formed on a mandrel by spirally Wind 

ing and adhesively affixing a series of plies of 
heavy fibrous sheets to form the tube. The end 
of the tube is preferably coextensive With the 
end of the roll of floor covering and the end 
closure is made by a cup-shaped fibrous cover 
member 64 which is snugly fitted over and may 
be adhesively secured to the end of the fibrous 
tube 60. 
The cover member has glued or otherwise 

Secured to the inner face thereof a preformed 
fibrous carton or container Within Which the 
acceSSOries may be Shipped So that When the 
cover member is placed upon the end of the 
fibrous tube and adhesively secured thereto, the 
acceSSOry container 66 is disposed Within the 
end portion of the roll of floor covering and 
retained in fixed relation to the shipping tube 
6 So as to retain the accessories forshipment 
Within the protective tube 60 and at the same 
time to permit convenient removal of the carton 
6 When the cover member 64 is removed. 
In Fig. 8 II have illustrated Stillanother modi 

fication of the invention Wherein one end of the 
protective wrapper 70 which may comprise a 
Strong flexible paper Wrapper in one or more 
plies and which is Wound about the roll of floor 
covering, is arranged to extend over and be 
folded down upon the outer face of a cylindrical 
prefabricated container 72 which is cylindrical 
in Shape and of the dimensions of the floor cov 
ering So as to form in effect an extension of the 
roll of floor covering. The container 72 may 
comprise a body portion 73, open at its outer 
end and having a cover member 74 Snugly fitted 
thereover as shown in Fig. 8. The final end 
closure is preferably made by an end plate or 
disk 76 which is glued or otherwise secured to 
the central portion of the cover member 14, as 
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shown, so that the inwardly folded ends of the 
Wrapper are securely held in place by the closure 
disk 76. This affords a convenient structure 
Which may be used With advantage Wheneverit 
is desired to use a fleXible Wrapping as the pro 
tective member 70 of the Shipping container. 
The Second end of the package may be formed 
by a similar closing disk 78 Which is adhesively 
Secured to the inwardly turned ends 80 of the 
Wrapper as indicated in Fig. 8. 
From the description thus far it Will be ob 

Served that in the Several different modifications 
of the invention, the structures embody indi 
Vidual containers for the acceSSOries Which may 
be shipped With the packaged floor covering or 
Other coVering sheet, and the structures are such 
that the accessory containers are maintained in 
fixed relation to the remainder of the package 
during Shipment, While enabling the customer 
to conveniently open the package and remove 
the accessories prior to the removal of the fdoor 
coVering from the protective shipping container. 
The Structures end them Selves to economical 
manufacture and assembly and may be used With 
advantage in shipping the Various types of floor 
coverings Such as linoleum, both in sheet form 
and in the form of rugs, as Well as other Sheet 
like material Which may be used for covering 
Various SurfaceS. 
AS used throughout the claim, the term “tubu 

lar protective containerº' is intended to define 
and include a tubular container made of Wrapper 
Stock or board Stock, in either nulti-Section form 
or in one length, and also a container formed by 
Wrapping One or Oreplies of Wrapping paper 
Or equivalent about the roll of the Sheet. a 
terial. 

Having thus described the invention, What is 
claimed is: 
A packaged roll of Surface covering sheet ma 

0 

terial comprising a roll of the sheet material, a 
relatively rigid tubular protective container en 

6 
closing said roll in tightly fitting relation and 
eXtending beyond the roll at each end, end clo 
Sure members Snugly fitted entirely Within and 
disposed transversely of and secured to the ex 
tended end portions for closing the ends of Said 
protective container, each end closure compris 
ing a relatively thick reinforced fiber ring Snugly 
fitted Within the respective ends of the con 
tainer, fastening means extending through the 
Wall of the protective container into Said ring, 
and a circular disk adhesively Secured to the 
iner end of each ring, the Outer ends of Said 
relativey thici: fiber rings being arranged sub 
stantially fiush With the extended ends and Serv 
ing to reinforce the ends of the container to pre 
venti dannage to the ends of the roll of Sheet ma 
terial, and a similar intermediate closure mem 
ber fitted Within and Secured to One of Said ex 
tended ends in Spaced relation to the adiacent 
end closure and forming With the latter and the 
Wails of Said one extended end an individual 
container for receiving accessories useful in the 
laying and maintenance of the Surface covering 
sheet material, the inner disk portions of the in 

5 termediate closure member and the OppOSed end 
closure member being in contiguous engage 
ment With adiacent ends of the roll of Sheet, ma 
terial. 
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