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SPECIFICATION forming part of Letters Patent No, 465,466, dated December 22, 1891
’ Application filed January 30, 2891, " Serial No. 379,640, (No model)

To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, THOMAS B. DooLey, of

Malden, in the county of Middlesex and State
of Massachusetts, have invented certain new
and useful Improvements in Autograph-Re-
corders, of which the following is a specifica-
tion, :
Myinventionrelatesto autograph-recorders
designed particularly for the use of salesmen
in giving receipts for purchases, and at the
same time making a check or memorandum
recording the sale, though the device may be
employed for various other purposes.

It is the object of the invention to produce
a device which shall be economical of con-
struction and thoroughly convenient and effi-
cient for the purpose for which it is intendéd.

The invention consists of certain groups of
parts in an autograph-recorder constructed
as will be hereinafter more fally described,
and subsequently pointed out in the claims,

Referenceisto be had to the accompanying
drawings, and to the letters of reference
marked thereon, forming a part of this speci-
fication, the same letters designating the same

“parts or features wherever they occur.
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In the drawings, Figure 1 represents thein-
vention in perspective complete, the parts of
the sheets of paper in the same being repre-
sented as torn out at a point in order to bet-
ter illustrate the use of the. device. Fig. 2
represents & longitudinal vertical sectional
view-of the invention. Fig. 3is a ‘top plan,
view of the forward part of the device, parts
being represented as broken out. Fig. 41isa
sectional detail view showing the manner in
which the hand-rest or table may be con-
structed and attached to the frame, and also
showing the manner in which the earbon
sheet may be attached and maintained in po-
sition. Fig. 5 is a detail view showing one
way of constructing the paper-roll supports,

~ so that they may be removably secured in the
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frame.

In the drawings, a designates the frame of
the device which may be of any suitable or
desired form.

b designates the
is passed. ‘

¢ d designate paper-roll supports, of which
there may be as many as desired, and which

bed, over which the paper

are 8o constructed as that rolls of paper ¢ f
may be supported and turned thereon.

In the present instance I have represented
the paper-roll supports as consisting of rods,
which are adapted to be supported in suit-
able bearings in the frame, and to be with-
drawn longitudinally therefrom, in order that
a paper-roll may be placed in position thereon,
and when a roll of paper is placed upon the
support the latter may be locked in position
in the frame by means of a latch g, Fig. 5,
pivoted upon the frame at 7, and arranged so
as to engage a groove ¢, formed in the paper-
roll support, and so prevent the latter from
moving longitudinally in the frame, while at
the same time permitting it to turn in its
bearings therein. The full-line position of
the latch ¢ in Fig. 5 represents it as it may
be when the paper-roll support is to be with-
drawn longitudinally, or in the same manner
moved into its bearings in the frame, while
the dotted-line position of the said latch shows
the manner of moving it to engage the groove
¢ to lock the paper-roll support in place.

j designates a hand-rest or table which may
form an integral part of the frame a, though
I have here shown it as detachably connected
therewith, and to the inner end of the rest or
table j I have shown rods %, which may form
a means for securing one end of a carbon
sheet [ thereto, so that the said carbon sheet
may extend forward over the bed b to or near
to the forward end of the latter.

In the present instance I have shown but
two paper rolls, and it is designed that the

same data or memoranda blanks should be

printed on each,and that theyshould be num-
bered, if necessary, correspondingly. The
paper from the roll ¢ may be led from under-
neath the same under a rod or roller m, over
a similar device 7, and over the carbon sheet
l, to the forward end of the bed, while the pa-
per from the roll f may be led therefrom over
or around a rod or roller o, and underneath
the carbon sheet I, to a point on the forward
end of the bed corresponding with the point
to which the sheet from the roll e was led,
guides p at the sides of the bed being pro-
vided, if necessary, to guide the sheets in
their movement over the bed and on opposite
sides of the carbon sheet I.
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As shown in Fig. 1, the upper sheet has
data represented on it, and the lower sheet r
will have ‘corresponding data, and the data
and lines and numbers of the two sheets will
be arranged to exactly register or correspond
in position. At the forward end of the bed b
the sheets ¢ 7 will be led under a holder or
retaineér s and forward under a straight edge
or knife ¢, the carbon sheet [ terminating, by
preference, before reaching the holder s. The
holder s and straight-edge or knife 7 are nor-
mally held down upon the bed b with a yield-
ing pressure, this pressure in the present in-
stance being shown ag obtained by means of
springs «’, which are secured to a shaft v in
the frame, and having projecting ends which
bear, respectively, upon the straight-edge or
knife and holder or retainer s. At its for-
ward end the bed is provided with a recessor
noteh, asis indicated by dotted lines in Fig. 3,
and the straight-edge or knife ¢ is arranged
to extend across the bed and recess formed
therein, as is clearly shown in the last-men-
tioned figure, and also in Fig. 2. A thumb-
piece v or ear extends upward from the rear-
ward edge of the kuife or straight-edge ¢, so
that the user, by pressing upon the said
thumb-piece v, may raise the forward edge of
the knife or straight-edge and be permitted
to grasp the forward edges of the paper ex-
tending thereunder, so that the same may
be drawn forward in unison and maintained
inregistered position. Ihave employedother
constructions for moving the said knife or
straight-edge out of the way for the purpose
mentioned; but the above form of means I
find convenient and sufficient for the pur-
pose.

In the use of my invention, the several pa-
pers having been arranged in position, as ex-
plained, the operator or user of the device

may write such memoranda or data upon the

sheet ¢, resting upon the bed b, the interven-
ing earbon sheet [ transferring such memo-
randa in the corresponding position upon the
sheet 7, after which the two sheets g » may be
drawn forward under the straight-edge or
knife and holder or retainer and torn off, as
is commonly done in the use of “tins® or
straight-edges in tearing off sections of paper.

In order to enable the operator to grasp the
two sheets and draw them forward, as before
explained, it is necessary that the knife or
straight-edge ¢ should be moved out of the
way to an extent to enable him to grasp the
forward ends of the sheets, and this is-done
by pressing upon the thumb projection v and
raising theforward end ot the knife, the noteh
or recess w in the bed enabling him to catch
the two sheets hetween the thumb and fore-
finger and draw the same forward to proper
position, when the knife ¢ will be released,
and the springs upon the shaft c force the
same down upon the paper and hold it suffi-
ciently firm to enable it to be torn off, as
aforesaid.

It will be seen from the foregoing descrip-
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tion of the recess in the forward edge of the
bed b, as also the movable character of the
straight-edge or knife £, constitutes impor-
tant features of my invention, since it is by
these that I am enabled to afford opportunity
whereby the forward ends of the sheets may
be readily taken off and be.maintained in
proper relative position. It isto be observed,
further, that the carbon sheet ! is not fed or
drawn forward in the operation of the device,
but is maintained in stationary position be-
tween the two sheets ¢ 7, and when the said

" carbon sheet becomes so worn as not to effect

a ready transfer of the data written upon the
upper sheet ¢ a new sheet may be conven-
jiently and quickly supplied by withdrawing
the sheet ¢ from under the knife £ and holder
s, detaching the used carbon sheet from the
rods %, supplying a new one and replacing
the sheet q. _

In the present instance the rest or table j
is shown as provided with projecting ears or
lugs @, provided with notehes y 2, so that the
forward end of the said lugs may extend
under the rod or roller o, the latter resting in
the noteh y, and the rearward end of said
lugs may rest upon the rod or roller n, the
latter fitting in the notch 2, though any other
suitable means of detachably connecting the
rest or table j with frame a or of securing
the carbon sheet in position may be em-
ployed. The hand-rest or table j serves to
prevent smearing of the lower sheet from the
carbon sheet, which would be the result if no
hand-rest were used. :

The holder or retainer s is designed fo bear
upon the sheets so as to maintain them in
position on the bed when the knife or straight-
edge is raised to enable the user to take hold
of the projecting ends of the sheets in the

noteh or recess w, and, owing to the construe-

tion and connection of the springs when the
pressureof the knife is removed from the pa-
per, the pressure of the holder s is correspond-
ingly increased. :

While I have been particularin deseribing

the several parts and features as herein’

shown, it is obvious that the same may be
Varied in form and arrangement without de-
parting from the nature orspirit of myinven-
tion. : »

Having thus described one form of my in-
vention and explained one way in which the
same may be constructed and used, I declare
that what I claim is—

1. An autograph-recorder consisting of a
bed, a movable knife or straight-edge adapted
to bear upon the bed at its forward end with
a yielding pressure, and a transverse yielding
holder to- normally bear upon the bed and
hold the paper in position while the straight-
edge or knife is being moved to enable the
user to grasp the edge of the paper, as set
forth. _ '

2. The combination,with the frameandbed,
of a plurality of paper-roll supports, a detach-
able hand-rest, guides for the paper, a carbon-
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sheet holder to maintain a sheet of carbon-pa-
per intermediate of the sheets of paper first
mentioned and supported by said hand-rest;
and a yielding straight-edge or knife to bear
upon the paper at the forward end of the bed,
the latter being notched or recessed at its for-
ward end or edge, as set forth.

3. Thecombination,with the frame and bed,
of a plurality of paper-roll supports, guides
for the paper, a carbon-sheet holder to main-
tain a sheet of carbon-paper intermediate of
the sheets of paper first mentioned, a yield-
ing straight-edge or knife to bear upon. the
paper at the forward end of the bed, the lat-
ter being notched or recessed at its forward
end or edge, and a yielding holder extending
transversely of the bed tonormally bear upon

it in the rear of the knife or straight-edgq to
hold the sheets of paper in proper position
upon the bed, as set forth. :

- 4. The combination,with the frame and bed,
of the paper-roll supports, & carbon-sheet
holder, a yielding straight-edge and a yielding
holder, and a spring having its ends bearing,
respectively, against said straight-edge and
holder, substantially as described.

In testimony whereof I have signed my
name to this specification, in the presence of
two subseribing witnesses, this 28th day of
January, A. D. 1891.

o THOMAS B. DOOLEY.

20

25

Witnesses:
ARTHUR W. CROSSLEY,
- A..D. HARRISON.



