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1

This invention relates to an aminated display
placard for use in assisting lecturers in colleges
and other forums, and more particularly in as-
sisting television news commentators and ana-
lysts.

The primary object of this invention is to pro-
vide a display placard that can be manually op-
erated to impart a jerky, in and out, as well as
oscillatory movement to radial members which
have indicia therson cooperating with indicia on
the placard to produce a unitary configuration
which simulates movement.

A further object of this invention is to provide
o device of the character described which is rela~
tively simple in design and construction, easy to
operate, inexpensive, and which includes a novel
manually operable means for imparting a some-
what jerky, in and out and oscillatory movement
to radial members associated with a particular
configuration.

These, together with various ancillary ohiects
and features of the invention which will later be-
come apparent as the following description pro-
ceeds, are attained by the device, a preferred em-
bodiment of which has been illustrated, by way
of example only, in the accompanying drawings,
wherein:

Figure 1 is a front elevational view of the de-
vice;

Figure 2 is a fragmentary enlarged front ele-
vational view of the device showing only the
radial members and a portion of the operating
tab;

Figure 3 is a fragmentary enlarged rear eleva-
tional view of the device showing only the radial
members and the operating tab, and further llus-
trating the type of movement obtained;

Pigure 4 is a fragmentary group perspective
view of the means pivotally securing the operat~
ing tab to the radial members;

Figure 5 is a front elevational view of a modi-
fication of the device; and .

TMigure 6 is a front elevational view of anether
modification of the device.

Specific reference will now be made to the
drawings. In the several views, In the accom-
panying drawings and in the following specifica-
tion, similar reference characters indicate cor-
responding elements throughout.

Indicated generally at 10 is a placard, fabri-
cated of cardboard or any similar material, which
is appropriately supported vertically at its lower
end upon a suitable base member 2. Cut
through the placard adjacent its upper edge 14
is o downwardly inclined slot I8 which slidably
receives an operating tab 18 which, as shown
clearly in Figure 1, is of a width substantially
less than the length of the slot 15 so that the
tal is not only capable of vertical movement
through the slot but also limited rotary move-
ment.

Secured by any suitable means to the front

face of the placard is a flat member 20 cut into -
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a particular configuration and having particular
indicia and forms thereon. As illustrated, this
configuration is that of a horse and, it will be
understood, any other desired configuration may
be employed. The configurated member 20 is
secured at a central point to the placard so that
the major portion thereof is actually spaced from

‘the front face of the placard 10. A plurality of

slots 22 are cut through the placard 19 beneath
the configurated member 20 and are arranged to
conform substantially to the curvature of the bot-
tom edge 24 of the configurated member.

A plurality of radial members 26 are provided
which extend slidably through the slots 22 and
which are of a width somewhat less than the
length of the slots so that the radial members
are capable of both in and out and limited rotary
movement in the slots. The radial members are
configurated and provided with indicia so that
they cooperate with the flat member 20 to pro-
duce a unitary picture to be displayed and, as
shown in the drawings, these radial members are
in the form of g horse’s legs.

24 means is provided for pivotally eonnecting
the operating tab 18 to the radial members
whereby a somewhat jerky, in and out and oscil-
latory movement may be imparted to the radial
members. This means is accomplished by over-
lapping the inner ends of the radial members
26, as clearly shown in Figure 4, and by extend-
ing a pivot pin 28 through suitable apertures 30
in the overlapped portions of the radial members,
the pivot pin extending also through an aperture
32 adjacent the lower inner end of the operating
tab {8. While any type of pivot pin may be em-
ployed, it is preferred that the headed pin with
the spreadable legs 34 be used to accomplish
the result.  As will be readily observed from Fig~
ure 4, the apertures 30 in the overlapped portions
of the radial members 26 tightly receive the pivot
pin 28, whereas the aperture 32 at the bottom
of the operating tab i8 is of a diameter substan-
tially larger than that of the pin.

Tn use, the tab 18 is moved in and out of the
slot 18 as well as in an eccentric rotary motion,
25 shown in dotted lines in Pigure 3, which causes
the radial members 26 to move in and out of the
slots 22 and also to assume an oscillatory motion.
Because the aperture 32 is substantially larger
in diameter than that of the pin 28, the periph~
eral edge of the aperture will strike the shank
of the pin 28 at different points and will impart
a slight jerky as well as oscillatory movement to
the radial members so that the radial members
will simulate the galloping legs of a horse.

In the modification in Figure 5, the principles
of the invention are employed in a food basket
display which can be used to pictorially represent
the effect of certain governmental policies, such
as price controls, credit controls, ete. on the

‘household budget available for food purchases.

The placard 36 has vertically aligned horizontal
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upper and lower slots 38 and 40 which slidably
receive an operating tab 42.

Secured centrally by any suitable means on
the placard is a placard 44 in the configuration of
a food basket, the top and bottom edges of the
basket being spaced from the placard 36. Ad-
jacent the bottom edge of the basket, the placard
38 is provided with elongated, circumferentially
spaced slots 46 which slidably receive radially
extending arms 48 which are disposed on the
rear side of the placard 36, overlap at their bot-
tom ends and are pivoted to each other thereat
and to the operating tab 42, as at 50. The upper
portions of arms are disposed on the front side
of the placard beneath the basket and are ex-
tended into enlarged portions §2 configurated
to depict various food items as shown. It will
be evident that vertical sliding movement of the
operating tab 42 through the slots 38 and 40 will
urge the arms 48 in and out of the slots 46 to
change the relative positions of the configurated
food items 5§52 in the basket 44.

In the modification of Figure 6, the principles
of the invention are applied to a rocking ship.
The placard 54 includes a vertical slot 56 ad-
jacent one edge thereof and receives an oper-
ating tab 58 which is narrower than the slot and
includes a portion 60 extending along the rear
surface of the placard. A ship is placed on the
placard and includes a hull 62 having a lower
portion 64 received between the front surface of
the placard and a further placard 66 secured, as
at 88, to the placard 54. The upper edge of the
placard 66 is a wavy line 10 simulating the sur-
face of a body of water. A pair of radial arms
12 are provided which extend through angularly
disposed slots 74 in the placard 54 behind the
placard 66, the lower ends of the arms overlap-
ping and being pivoted thereat as at 76 to the

lower end of the operating tab. The arms are

extended and configurated as at 78 to simulate
ship masts and intermediate their ends the arms
are loosely secured as by crossed strings 80 to
the ship’s hull 62. Since the operating tab is
capable of sliding in the slot 56 and also capable
of slight rotary movement, and because the mast
arms are loosely secured to the hull, an in-and-
out slight rotary movement of the tab will im-
part a rocking movement to the ship.

In view of the foregoing description taken in
conjunction with the accompanying drawings, it
is believed that a clear understanding of the de-
vice will be quite apparent to those skilled in this
art. A more detailed description is accordingly
deemed unnecessary.

It is to be understood, however, that even
though there is herein shown and described a
preferred embodiment of the invention, the same
is susceptible to certain changes fully compre-
hended by the spirit of the invention as herein
described and within the scope of the appended
claims.

Having described the invention, what is claimed
as new is:

1. An animated display device comprising a
placard having a configuration thereon, a plu-
rality of spaced slots adjacent the configuration,
an operating tab, a plurality of members extend-
ing radially from said tab and having indicia
thereon in cooperation with the configuration to
produce a unitary picture, each of said radially
extending members extending slidably through
one of said slots, an elongated slot adjacent one
edge of said placard, said operating tab being of
lesser width than said elongated slot and movable
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through the latter, and means pivotally connect-
ing the inner ends of said radially extending
members to said tab whereby a combined sliding
and rotary movement of said tab in said elon-
gated slot will cause the radially extending
members to move in and out of and oscillate in
said spaced slots.

2. The combination of claim 1 wherein the in-
ner ends of said radially extending members
overlap, said means including a pivot pin extend-
ing through the overlapped ends and through
an aperture provided in said tab.

3. The combination of claim 2 wherein the
aperture provided in said tab is of a diameter
larger than that of the pivot pin to impart slight
%Zrky oscillating movement to the radial mem-

IS.

4. An animated display device comprising a
placard, a flat member cut to a particular shape
and having display indicia thereon mounted on
said placard, a plurality of spaced slots in said
Dlacard beneath said flat member and arranged
to conform to the contour of the lower edge of
said flat member, an operating tab, a plurality
of members extending radially from said tab and
having indicia thereon in cooperation with the
configuration to produce a unitary picture, each
of said radially extending members extending
slidably through one of said slots, an inclined
slot adjacent the upper edge of said placard, said
operating tab being of lesser width than said
inclined slot and movable through the latter, and
means pivotally connecting the inner ends of
said radially extending members to said tab
whereby a combined sliding and rotary move-
ment of said tab in said inclined slot will cause
the radially extending members to move in and
out of and oscillate in said spaced slots.

5. The combination of claim 4 wherein the
inner ends of said radially extending members
overlap, said means including a pivot pin ex-
tending through the overlapped ends and through
an aperture provided in said tab.

6. The combination of claim 5 wherein the
aperture provided in said tab is of a diameter
larger than that of the pivot pin to impart slight
jerky oscillating movement to the radially ex-
tending members.

7. An animated display device comprising a
placard having a configuration on the front face
thereof, a plurality of radial members having in-
dicia thereon in cooperation with the configura-
tion to produce a unitary picture, said placard
having a plurality of spaced slots therein slid-
ably receiving said radial members, said radial
members being pivotally joined at their inner
ends at the rear face of said placard, an oper-
ating tab having a portion pivotally secured to
the inner ends of said radial members whereby
movement of the tab will cause the radial mem-
bers to slide in the spaced slots, said tab extend-
ing beyond the periphery of said placard and
being in a plane substantially parallel to said
placard.

JOSEPH G. FERRIER.
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