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Lo all whom it may concern

Be it known that I, Lieox-S. Broop, a citi-

zen of the United States, residingrat Hart-
land, in the county of Windsor and State

of Vermont, have invented certain new

and useful Improvements'in Sap-Gathering
Means, of which the following is a specifica-
tion, reference being had to the accompany-

ing drawings.

This invention relates to sap gathering
means; and has for its object to provide
novel means of “this-character wherein ‘a
quantity of ‘sap -from several different
sources may be discharged inte a single re-

ceptacle.

Another object is to provide means of this

character wherein one or more sap discharg-
ing spouts may:be used in connection with
one sap conveyer or conduit, and’ wherein
one or more conveyers may-be used in con-
nection’ with each other to convey all of the

sap discharged by the spouts into a' single

receptacle. © - : ‘

Another object:of the invention 1§ to pro-
vide means of this' character inclading a
novel conveyer which is open on one side
for the reception of the ends of the spouts,
the sap being protected in: its "passage
through the" conveyer. o

A still further object of the invention is

to provide a sap conveyer of this character:

consisting of a sheet of material arranged

'in conical form, and wherein the longita-

dinal edges of the sheet are adapted to en-

gage the ends of any conventional form of "

spout.
P With the above and other objects in view,
the invention consists in the improved con-
struction and -arrangement of parts to be
hereinafter more particularly described,
fully claimed and illustrated in the accom-
panying drawings, in ‘which :— :
Figure 1 is a side elevation of a sap con-

veyer constructed in accordance with an-

embodiment of the invention, the spout
being shown in section, ‘ ‘

Fig. 2 is an end elevation of the conveyer
showing the spout applied, ‘

Fig. 8 is a view in elevation showing one
manner of using the conveyer, and

Fig. 4 is an elevation showing another
manner. of using the conveyer.

Referring to the drawings, A designates
a conventional form of spout; such as used
in the gathering of sap, one end of said

spout ‘being arranged for insertion in the

trunk of a t:reé, while the other end is in-
teinded to discharge the sap-into a. recep-
tacle. - With this-form of spout, it is of

- course necessary to use a receptacle with

each spout so'that the proces
receptacle is slow in view of the limited
source of supply through the use of one
spout and furthermore a quantity of buckets
must be kept on hand; : ‘
n order to eliminate this disadvantage
and to facilitate the gathering of sap, there
is provided a novel form of conveyer 5 con-
sisting of a sheet of material i)refera‘bly
spring metal having its marginal edges S
and 9 extended back or coiled toward each
other to provide a conveyer or conduit of
conical form; said conveyer tapering from
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the end 6 to the end 7. The purpose of this .

is" to permit the end 7 of the conveyer- to
be disposed “in “the end 6 of an adjacent
conveyer. so. that a conduit of any length
may be formed to convey the sap to a single
receptacle-B. o

- The-longitudinal marginal edges 8 and 9
of the corveyer are disposed in confronting
relation; and are intended to be separated
to permit the entrance of the end of the
spout. By this means, it is not necessary-to
fasten the spouts to the conveyer as the re-
siliency of the conveyer prevents disengage-
ment of the same from the ‘spouts. T¢
further assist in properly positioning -the
ends of the spouts within the conveyer, the
marginal edge 9 is provided with a plural-
ity of spaced recesses 10. The recesses are
formed -for the purpose of providing stops
or shoulders 11 so that when the ends of
the spouts are inserted in the conveyer the

stops 11 engage the sides of the spout to limit -

insertion of the spout and thereby position
the end thereof centrally of the conveyer,
so that the sap may be readily discharged as
the end of the spout or spouts is prevented
from engaging the opposite wall of the con-
veyer. ‘
In the use of the device, the desired num-
ber of spouts A are disposed in the trunk of
a tree.. The marginal edges 8 and 9 of the
conveyer aie then separated a sufficient dis-
tance to. permit the insertion -of the ends of
the spouts so that the spouts extend in right
angular relation to the conveyer. One of
the spouts is intended to support the recep-
tacle B.. In this way, the sap is taken from

‘several sources simultaneously and deposited

in a single receptacle, thereby facilitating
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the filling’ of the 1ﬂ"eptucle, and reducing

the number of receptacles used. If dﬁsr‘ed

a separate spout C of conventional form m‘ty
be used to support the bucket or receptacle
so as to thereby provide another source of
su‘oply

The conveyers and spouts may be ar-
ranged ‘in_various ways, for instance, as
shown in. Tig. 4 one spout can be positioned
on each side. “of the hucket with a conveyer
leading from each set of spouts toward each
to a single recepmcle mrl a separate
spom used to support the bucket. Anothel

‘manner is shown 1 m HFig. 8 which consists in

placing » number of s*aouts substantially in

an inclined position and dlS‘)OSl”lO the end 7

of one conveyer in the ena 6 of an (LCL]@CGI’IU
conveyer to thereoy provide a relatively long
conduit havi ng one discharge end throu@h

“which the sap passes mto 2 smc"lﬂ Lecep’cacle
-supported by ¢he end spou’t or by an addi-
tional spout.

From the foregoing it will be readily seen
that this invention pxowdes a novel means

’01 sap gathering which clearly facilitates

the worl by conveying enough sap to per-

- 'nJ.t,.‘rap*d_ flling ot the buckets, and at the

30

same time elimin ihing the number of buckets
previously used. In adchtlon to this the sap,
as it passés through the conveyer, is pro-
w‘red frem all fomls of foreign matter in
view of the conical formation thereof and as

-its construction is simple and no fastening
- means are’ used it may be reachly ‘1pphed
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by anyone and used indefinitely. Another
important feature is that the spouts extend
a sufficient distance from the tree to allow
for the curvature of the tree so that the
position of the conveyers is not interfered
with,

What is claimed is:—

1. A device of the character described
comprising one ov more spouts having one
end of each spout disposed in a tree, a coni-

cal conduit member, one end of the spout
being disposed in the side of said conduit
member.

2. A device of the character described
comprising one or more spouts having one
end of each spout disposed in a tree, and Q
coniduit member consisting of a sheet of ma-
terial extended back upon itself to provide

an annular conduit, the opposite ends of the
spouts being disposed between the longi-
tudinal edwes of the conduit member.

3. A device of the character described
comprising one or more spouts having one
end of each spout disposed in a tree, a con-
veyer consisting of a sheet of material coiled
upon itself to plonde a conical convever
one of said 101101tu<hn I marginal edges Bav.
ing a plur ahty of spaced recesses adapted to
receive the opposite ends of the spouts
whereby the spouts are limited in their
movement inwardly of the conveyer.

In testimony whereof I hereunto aflix my

signature.
LEON 8. BLOOD.
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