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To all thom, it may concern: 
l3e it known that I, FRANCEs C. McDoN 

ALD, a citizen of the United States, and a 
resident of Chicago, in the county of Cook, 
State of Illinois, have invented certain new 
and useful Improvements in Fastening De 
vices, of which the following is a specifica 
tion, reference being had to the accompany 
ing drawings. 
My invention relates to fastening devices 

of a type adapted either to grip a button 
connected permanently with the device, as 
in the case of a hose supporter, or to grip a 
button mounted upon the part to be fastened 
independently of the fastening device as is 
common in children's clothes, in corsets, in 
supporters of various types, in curtain 
mountings, and in many other well known 
instances. Devices of this type have here 
tofore been produced involving the use of 
keepers held yieldingly in position by the 
resiliency of the device for preventing the 
withdrawal of the button from the engaging 
member, but such devices have not come 
into general use, so far as I am aware, 
and it is the object of my present invention 
to provide a new and improved form and 
arrangement of parts by which I am better 
enabled to obtain my desired results, by 
which the device is made stronger and more 
serviceable, by which it can be more readily 
and easily manipulated, and by reason of 
which it can be more cheaply and easily pro 
duced in large quantities. The El 
means by which I have accomplished my ob 
jects is illustrated in the drawings and 
is hereinafter specifically described. That 
which I believe to be new and desire to 
cover by this application is set forth in the 
claims. 

In the drawings - 
Figure 1 is a front face view of my im 

proved fastening device mounted upon a 
supporting strap and engaging a button 
carried by a garment to be supported; 

Fig. 2 is a horizontal section taken on line 
2-2 of Fig. 1; 

Fig. 3 is an end view of the device of Fig. 
1 as seen from below in said figure; 

Fig. 4 is a view similar to Fig. 1, but 
partly in section, and with the device col 
lapsed by pressure upon its sides for releas 
ingle keeper; 

Fig. 5 is a horizontal section taken on 
line 5-5 of Fig. 4; and 

Fig. 6 is a side view of my improved 
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fastening device as applied to a hose sup 
porter. 

Referring to the drawings in which corre 
sponding parts are indicated by the same 
reference characters.-10 indicates the op 
erative end portion of an engaging loop 
which in the construction illustrated is in 
the form of a wire bent into the shape of 
a letter U. A wider portion 11 of such loop 
is produced by the provision of offsets 12 
in the sides of the loop, such offsets be 
ing directed diagonally outwardly and back 
wardly from the plane of the end portion 10 
as will be appreciated by an inspection of 
Figs. 1 and 6. As is shown in Fig. 1, the 
sides of the wider portion 11 are substan 
tially straight and parallel with each other, 
being provided at their upper ends with out 
wardly-extending arms 13. The arms 13, in 
turn, are provided with inwardly-extending 
arms 14 which extend into overlapping posi 
tion within a sleeve 15, as is best shown in 
Fig. 4. 
A U-shaped keeper comprising arms 16 

and a cross-bar 17 is pivotally mounted 
upon the outwardly-extending arms 13, of 
the loop member by means of eyes formed 
upon the arms 16 as is best shown in Fig. 6, 
the keeper being adapted to swing between 
a raised position as shown in Fig. 6 to a 
position in engagement with the loop as 
shown in the remaining figures. As is best 
shown in Fig. 6, the arms 16 are deflected 
at the point. 18 adjacent to the cross-bar 17, 
whereby the said cross-bar will not inter 
fere with the movement of the keeper into 
position to clasp the loop yieldingly at a 
point adjacent to the off-sets 12, as is clearly 
shown in Figs. 1 and 2. As is best shown 
in Fig. 2 the cross-bar 17 is provided with 
a projecting lip 19 by which an operator 
can obtain a hold upon the keeper for swing 
ing it out of gripping position. 
As shown in the several figures of the 

drawings the loop member of my fastening 
device is secured in position by stitching at 
the lower end of a strap 20 which extends 
about the sleeve 15. In Fig.1 the operative 
end portion 10 of the loop is shown in en 
gagement with a button 21 mounted by 
means of stitches upon a garment 22 a frag 
mentary portion of which is shown. In this 
figure the keeper is shown in operative po 
sition with the cross-bar 17 preventing the 
withdrawal of the button from the engaging 
loop, the keeper itself being held yieldingly 
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in position by its engagement with the sides 
of the loop. When it is desired to release 
the fastening device from the button 21 
pressure is applied to the side portions of 
the loop member at 23 for Eig O 
collapsing such members as is shown in Fig. 
4 for moving the sides of the loop out of en 
gagement with the keeper. The operator is 
then enabled very easily by means of the 
lip 19 to lift the keeper out of its operative 
position so as to permit the button to be 
moved upward with respect to the loop 
member into position to be withdrawn 
through the wider portion 11 of the loop. 

In Fig. 6 the strap 20 is provided with a 
supplemental strap or supporting part 24 
which is provided at its lower end with a 
button comprising a shank portion 25 and a 
head portion 26. Inasmuch as this arrange 
ment of parts is well known in the art, it is 
believed to be unnecessary to describe the 
same further in detail herein. 
So far as I am aware I am the first in the 

art to pl’ovide a fastening device in the form 
of a loop comprising a narrow operative 
portion adapted to engage the shank of a 
button and a wider portion provided by 
reason of laterally-disposed offsets in the 
sides of the loop, with a keeper adapted to 
be held yieldingly in position across the 
loop adjacent to the offsets for preventing 
the withdrawal of the button from the op 
erative end portion of the loop; to provide 
a keeper adapted to be held yieldingly in 
position across a loop adjacent to offsets in 
the side of the loop, such keeper being pro 
vided with a projecting lip extending at an 
angle with respect to the body of the 
keeper; or to provide a construction involv 
ing beveled overlapping ends of arms in 
closed in a sleeve and adapted to be moved 
inwardly with respect to each other as is 
shown in Fig. 5. My claims are accordingly 
to be given an interpretation for assuring 
me protection in the use of these features. 
What I claim as my invention and desire 

to secure by Letters Patent, is 
1. A fastening device of the class de 

scribed, comprising a button-engaging mem 
ber formed from a piece of wire bent at 
its central portion to form a loop at the 
lower end of such member and having its 
sides bent to form offsets that are directed 
outwardly and backwardly from the plane 

1,357,574 

of said loop, in combination with a keeper 
formed from a piece of wire pivotally con 
nected with said first-named member and 
bent into an approximate U-shape, the lower 
portion of the arms of the keeper being 
turned outward to permit the cross-bar 
member of the keeper to lie beneath the off 
sets in said button-engaging loop and the 
lower parts of the arms of the keeper to 
lie partially behind the sides of the button 
engaging member. 

2. In a fastening device of the class de 
scribed comprising a button-engaging mem 
her formed from a piece of wire be?itat its 
central portion to form a loop at the lower 
end of such member and having its sides 
lent to foln offsets that are directed out 
wardly and backwardly from the plane of 
saic loop, in combination with a keeper 
formed from a piece of wire pivotally con 
nected with said first-names member and 
tent into an approximate U-shape, the 
lower portion of the arms of the keeper 
being turned outward to permit the cross-har 
inenber of the keeper to lie beneath the off 
sets in saic hutton engaging loop, and the 
straight lower parts of the arms of the 
keeper and their outwardly-turned portions 
lying, respectively, partially behind the arms 
of the button-engaging member and the said 
offsets that are formed therein. 

3. A fastening device of the class de 
scribed, comprising a button-engaging mem 
iyer formed from a piece of wire bent at its 
central portion to form a loop at the lower 
end of such member and having its sides 
ent to form offsets that are directed out 
wardly and backwardly from the plane of 
said loop, in combination with a keeper 
formed from a piece of wire pivotally con 
nected with said first-named member and 
bent into an approximate U-shape, the lower 
portion of the arms of the keeper being 
turned outward to permit the cross-bar mem 
ber of the keeper to lie beneath the offsets 
in said button-engaging loop and the lower 
parts of the arms of the keeper to lie par 
tially behind the sides of the button-engag 
ing member, said cross-bar member of the 
keeper being centrally bent to provide a for 
wardly-projecting lip for engagement by a 
finger of the user when swinging the keeper 
out of operative position. 
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