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(57) Abstract: The objective of the present invention is to generate, in a shorter time, mask data for a pixel-based mask
with which it is possible to obtain a projection image similar to that obtained when a mask based on polygon mask data
is used. This mask data generation method comprises: calculating a first evaluation value for a projection image based
on first mask data in which a first value or second value is set for each of multiple unit elements (S102); among the first
mask data, changing, to the second value, the value of a first unit element for which the first value is set, and changing,
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to the first value, the value of a second unit element which is disposed close to the first unit element and for which the
second value is set, to generate second mask data(S106); calculating a second evaluation value for a projection image
based on the second mask data (S107); and, on the basis of the result obtained by comparing the first evaluation value and
the second evaluation value (S108), selecting one of the first mask data and the second mask data as output mask data.
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