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(57) Abstract: A drive control device for use in a vehicle.
Said drive control device has a high-side switching means, a
low-side switching means, and a fault-detecting means in an
output circuit that drives a load by supplying current to both
switching means. A malfunction in functionality for diagnos-
ing external-circuit battery short circuits and external-circuit
ground short circuits, which are particularly serious faults,
could end up causing a serious vehicle accident, which this
invention prevents. This drive control device has a high-side
output terminal connected to one side of a load, a low-side
output terminal connected to the other side of said load, a
high-side switch and a low-side switch that turn the supply of
power to the load on and off, and a diagnostic circuit that has
a constant-voltage source and diagnoses power-supply short
circuits on the high-potential side of the output terminals and
ground short circuits on the low-potential side of the output
terminals. Atter power is inputted to this load-driving circuit
from an external power supply, if the load is not being driven,
the aforementioned constant-voltage source is used to per-
form a diagnostic on the diagnostic circuit.
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