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(87) Abstract: A fixing device (13) equipped with a fixing belt (20), a pressure roller (21), and a pad (24). The pad (24),
which is on the inside of the fixing belt (20), and the pressing roller (21) sandwich the fixing belt (20) therebetween,
thereby forming a fixing nip. The pad (24) extends in the nip width direction, and a pressing surface (40) of the pad (24) has
a first curved surface (41) and a second curved surface (42) respectively on the upstream side and the downstream side in
the paper transport direction. The first curved surface (41) and second curved surface (42) are formed in an arc-like shape
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curving respectively toward the upstream side and the downstream side of the pressure roller (21) in the paper transport
direction. The first curved surface (41) and second curved surface (42) are formed continuously, with an inflection point
(B) being provided near a point of intersection between the pressing surface (40) and an extended line (A) that is parallel
to the pressure application direction of the pressure roller (21) and passes through the center of rotation of the pressure
roller (21). The first curved surface (41) is formed having a first radius of curvature (Ra) larger than that of the second
curved surface (42).
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