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This invention relates to means for patching holes in 
window screens, and more particularly relates to a method 
and apparatus by which such holes may be plugged while 
maintaining a neat and attractive appearance. 

In the prior art, it has been customary to patch damaged 
window screens by overlying the hole or damaged area 
with a piece of screening material of approximately the 
same mesh, and then bending or otherwise interweaving 
the wires of the patch with the wires of the original screen. 
While this procedure is effective in keeping out insects and 
the like, there is invariably an outline around the patch 
defined by the increased density of wires at that location. 
This detracts from the appearance of the window screen. 
The technique is also time consuming and requires con 
siderable skill. 
The present invention therefore has for its principal 

object, the provision of a method and apparatus for re 
pairing damaged window screens without detracting from 
the appearance of the screen or while actually augmenting 
the attractiveness thereof. 

Other objects and advantages of the present invention 
will become manifest upon an examination of the ac 
companying specification, claims and drawings. 

In accordance with one embodiment of the present in 
vention, there is provided a threaded shaft adapted to be 
inserted into the hole and retained therein by a flattened 
head secured to the shaft on one side of the screen, and 
by a washer and thumb screw on the other side of the 
screen. The flattened head supports an ornamental figure 
or design large enough to obscure the supporting as 
sembly from sight. 

In another embodiment, a pair of flattened surfaces are 
adapted to support an ornamental figure, one such surface 
being on each side of the screen, thereby to obscure both 
the hole and the supporting assembly from both sides of 
the screen. 

Reference will now be made to the accompanying speci 
fication and drawings, in which: 

FIG. 1 is an illustration of a damaged window screen; 
FIG. 2 is an illustration of the screen which has been 

patched in accordance with the present invention; 
FIG. 3 is a side view of an illustrative embodiment of 

the apparatus constructed in accordance with the present 
invention; 

FIG. 4 is a perspective view of a portion of the ap 
paratus of FIG. 3; 

FIG. 5 is a side view of an alternative embodiment of 
the apparatus constructed in accordance with the present 
invention; and 

FIG. 6 is a rear view of another alternative embodi 
ment of the present invention. 

Referring now to the drawings, FIGS. 1 and 2 illustrate 
views of a damaged window screen 10, before and after 
patching by means of a patch 12, in accordance with the 
present invention. In FIG. 2, the external form of the 
patch 12 is in the shape of a butterfly ornament 14, and 
preferably is appropriately colored and designed to con 
stitute an attractive ornament affixed to the screen. The 
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shape of the butterfly completely obscures the damaged 
area of the screen, as well as the Supporting structure by 
which the patch 12 is held in place on the screen. Other 
shapes and forms may, of course, be substituted for the 
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butterfly, to suit the color scheme and decor of the room in 
which the damaged screen is located, as well as to Suit 
individual artistic tastes. 
The ornament 14 is secured to a supporting member 16 

having a surface 17, preferably by cementing the same 
thereto, and the ornament 14 may then be constructed of 
any material such as plastic, cloth, wood, or the like. A 
metal ornament can, of course, be soldered or welded to 
the supporting surface 17. Alternatively, the ornament 
14 and its supporting surface 17 may be integral, as by 
forming the same of a moldable material such as plastic. 
It is contemplated that the supporting member 16 may 
be constructed in a variety of sizes, to accommodate 
different size holes in the window screen. In each case, 
the ornament 14 is sufficiently broad to completely cover 
the supporting member 16, and obscure the same, as in 
FIG. 2. The supporting member 16 is preferably metal 
having a lock 19, struck out on one or more sides en 
gageable with part of the screen 10 to prevent the Support 
ing member 16 from rotating about the shaft 18. 
A threaded shaft 18 is secured to the Supporting mem 

ber 16, and extends therefrom, adaptable to be inserted 
through a hole in the screen to be patched, with the sur 
face 17 generally parallel to the screen. A washer 22 
is then placed on the shaft 18, from the other side of the 
screen, and a nut 20 is run up the shaft 18 to engage the 
washer 22, thereby to compress the screen 10 between 
the washer 22 and the supporting member 16, to hold the 
assembly in place with respect to the screen. 
While the use of larger supporting members 16 is sug 

gested above in the event of large areas requiring repair, 
it is also contemplated that a plurality of supporting 
members 16 may be secured to a single ornament 14, as 
illustrated in FIG. 6. Such a construction has the ad 
vantage of a more secure connection with no possibility 
of rotation and permits utilizing the more solid screen 
portions to support the supporting members 16. 

In FIG. 5, an alternative embodiment is illustrated in 
cluding a pair of supporting surfaces 24 and 26, adapted to 
be placed on opposite sides of a screen (not shown). 
A pair of ornaments 14 and 14 are secured to the support 
ing surfaces 24 and 26 in the same manner as has been 
described, thereby to obscure the whole of the supporting 
assembly from both sides of the screen. The surfaces 24 
and 26 are provided, respectively, with snap connectors 
28 and 30, which engage each other to hold the two sup 
porting members 24 and 26 in place on opposite sides of 
the screen. The supporting surface 26 is provided with 
a boss 32 to which its connector 30 is secured, and the 
length or thickness of the boss 32 is designed to permit the 
assembly to be supported by a given thickness of window 
screen, and is such as to cause the supporting surfaces 
24 and 26 to resiliently compress the screen enough to 
hold the plug in place, but insufficient to break the con 
nection between the snap connectors 28 and 30. Differ 
ent size bosses 32 may be required to satisfactorily patch 
screens having substantially different thicknesses of screen 
We. 

The foregoing will so fully and clearly describe the 
character of the present invention that others may, by 
using current knowledge, adapt the same for use under 
varying conditions, without departing from the essential 
features of novelty involved, which are intended to be 
defined and secured by the appended claims. 
What is claimed is: 
1. A patch for repairing a hole in a window screen com 

prising first and second spaced-apart engaging members 
for engaging portions of the opposite sides of said screen at 
locations adjacent said hole, both of said engaging mem 
bers having the form of flat disks, said first engaging 
member having a pointed lock struck therefrom for en 



3. 
gaging a portion of said screen to prevent said patch from 
rotating relative to said screen, a threaded shaft integral 
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with said first engaging member and extending outwardly 
from one side of said first engaging member through said 
hole, said second engaging member having an aperture for 
receiving said threaded shaft, a nut threadably mounted on 
said shaft on the opposite side of said second engaging 
(member from said screen, for holding said patch in posi 
tion relative to said screen, and an ornamental member 
mounted on the opposite side of said first engaging mem 
ber from said screen and completely covering said op 
posite side. 

2. A patch for repairing a hole in a window screen 
comprising first and second spaced-apart engaging mem 
bers for engaging portions of the opposite sides of said 
screen at locations adjacent said hole, both of said en 
gaging members having the form of flat disks, one of said 
engaging members having a pointed lock struck there 
from for engaging a portion of said Screen to prevent said 
patch from rotating relative to said screen, said first en 
gaging member having a centrally disposed boss projecting 
from one side of said member into said hole, a snap 
fastener having a plug and a socket Secured to facing por 
tions of said second engaging member and Said boss, said 
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boss having a thickness in the direction transverse to the 25 
plane of said window screen which, when added to the 
corresponding dimension of said Snap fastener, is Sub 
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4. 

stantially the same thickness as said window screen, and 
first and second ornamental members Secured to opposite 
sides of said first and second engaging means for com 
pletely covering said sides. 
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