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1

- 'This invention relates to means for securing in
place the: tops of desks or analogous articles of
furniture, and more particularly to means for at-
taching metal desk tops on the pedestals or body
structures of metal desks. Such metal desk tops
commonly comprise a plate of sheet metal covered
by linoleum or other sheet covering material and
made with downbent marginal portions which
provide relatively deep side and end edge faces
on the top and have inturned horizontal flanges
at their bottom edges by which the desk top is
secured on the pedestals or body structure. Here-
tofore in-this type of desk assembly the top-has
been secured on the pedestals or body structure
by means of numerous SCrews or bolts and nuts
which add materially to the cost, time and labor
of securing the tops in place or completing the
assembly.

One object of the invention is to provide im-
proved means for attaching- or securing the top
firmly and rigidly in place on the pedestals or
body structure of the desk or article of furniture,
and which expedites the work and saves cost and
jabor in completing the assembly.

" Purther object and advantages of the invention

will appear from the following specification of the
preferred embodiment of the invention shown in
the accompanying drawings, and the novel fea-
tures of the invention are set forth in the ap-
pended claims. : i
~In said drawings: ‘
. Pig. 1is a perspective view of a desk pedestal or
body assembly or unit without the top, and having
the attaching bars or members of top attaching
means embodying my invention.

Fig. 2 is a fragmentary, sectional plan view on
a larger scale, of the desk with the top secured in
place by attaching means ‘embodying the inven-
tion, the section being taken with the top cover
sheet omitted. K , :

Fig. 3 is a fragmentary, transvetrse sectional
elevation of the desk on a still larger scale on line
3—3, Fig 2. :

Fig. 4 is a fragmentary, longitudinal sectional
elevation thereof on line 4—4#, Fig. 3.

- Fig. 5 is a detached perspective view of one of
the drive-in or slide fastener elements of the
securing means.

Referring particularly to Fig. 1, 10 represents
the pedestals at the opposite ends of the desk
which house or contain the desk drawers or com-
partments and which are separated by the usual
knee space. These pedestals may be of usual or
any suitable construction and, as shown, are con-

nected at their rear ends by the usual rear panel
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or plate |1 which extends across and forms a wall
closing the rear end of the knee space. The desk
top 12,’as usual, extends over and COVers the two
pedestals and is secured on the tops thereof as
presently explained. v

The desk top, as shown, may be of ordinary con-
struction, comprising a top plate of sheet metal
{3 having downwardly bent marginal portions {4
forming the relatively deep side and end edge
faces of the desk top and having at their lower
edges horizontal or inwardly extending stiffening
and attaching flanges 15 adapted to rest on and
be secured to the pedestals or hody structure of
the desk. 18 indicates the usual top covering of
linoleum or other sheet material which may be
cemented on the outer or upper surface of the
top plate 13, including its downturned marginal
portions 14, when these are of the rounded forma.-
tion shown, and {7 indicates the angle-shaped
finishing or facia strip or strips which, as usual,
overlap and provide an edge binding or protection
for the cover sheet and may be secured in place by
their bottom flanges which extend inwardly be-
neath ‘the ‘inturned edge flanges 15 of the top

2 plate.

The desk top 12, which may be of the construec-
tion shown, or of other suitable or usual construe-
tion having inwardly extending bottom edge

_flanges, such as 15, is secured .on top of the
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pedestals or body structure of the desk, prefer-
ably as follows: Fixed on top of and extending
Jengthwise of the desk, preferably adjacent the
rear ends of the pedestals, are rear attaching bars
or members 18 for the top, and fixed on the tops

" of the. pedestals adjacent their front ends, just

in rear of and parallel with the inwardly extend- -
ing front edge flange 15 of the top is a front at-
taching bar or member (8 for the top.  Pre-
ferably, as shown, two rear attaching bars {8 are
provided, one on each pedestal, and a single front
attaching bar 19 is employed which extends con-
tinuously across the tops of the pedestals sub-
stantially from end to end of the desk and bridges
the knee space between the pedestals, being
rigidly secured to both pedestals. Instead of the
two separate rear attaching bars {8, a. single con-
tinuous bar extending across the pedestals from
one to the other could be used, but the long con-
tinuous rear bar is not necessary. These attach-
ing bars 18 and 19 can be fixed in place on the top
of the pedestals by screws or bolfs 20 or in any
other suitable manner. The front attaching bar
19 is preferably of channel shape in cross section

. arranged with its opposite flanges extending up-
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wardly from its connecting web portion and con-
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3
stitutes a strong, rigid connection for the pedes-
tals adjacent their front ends for holding the front
portions of the pedestals rigidly in their intended
spaced parallel relation.

Each of the rear attaching bars 18 is prefera-
bly of the substantially z cross sectional shape
shown, having a rear portion 2! which is spaced
upwardly: from the top.face of the pedestal suf-
ficiently to provide a seat to receive and: tightly
fit the edge flange 15 of the top and the under—

lying bottom flange of the finishing strip (7. In
Securing the top in place on the pedestals, the

inwardly projecting flanges 15 and 1T at the rear
of the top are inserted between the-pedestal tops
and said offset portion of the attaching bars (8
and the top pulled forwardly to firmly hold the
flanges 16 and 17 in the seats. formed by the at-
taching bars I8, and the front edge of the top
is then lowered onto the top of the pedestals
in front of the front attaching bar {9 and is
secured in place by slide Tasteners 22-which are

driven through slots 23 in. the opposite flanges.
of attaching bar {9 into holding engagement-

with the upper face of front edge flange {5 of

the desk top. When placing the-top in position, o

these fasteners 22 will be in rearward or retract-
ed positions in the bar 18, so that the front
flange of the top will pass by front ends of the
fasteners when lowering the front edge of the

top to its seat against the tops of the pedestals, :

and the fasteners 22 are then driven forwardly
into engagement with the front flange of the
top. Preferably these fasteners are bowed up-
wardly slightly between their ends and are pro-

vided "with slightly ubturned or bevelled front 3

ends 24 which, in driving the fasteners home,
ride up over the edge of the top flange 15, there-

by springing or deflecting the front ends of the

fasteners upwardly somewhat, owing to the fact
that the combined thickness of the flanges 5
and 17 of the desk top is somewhat greater than
the thickness of the web of the channel bar 9.
Thus, the front ends of the fasteners. act to
frictionally engage and rress downwardly on the
top flange 15 and force the front edge portion
of the desk top downwardly to a firm seat against
the top of the pedestals. Also preferably each

fastener 22 is provided in iis underside with a

shallow depression -or recess 25 into. which a.

tongue 26 punched upwardly from the. web of
the channel bar 18 ig adapted to engage for pre-
venting accidental disengagement of the fasten-
er from the channel bars 18 and Cpposing move-
ment of the fastener out of holding engagement
with the flange of the top. If necessary, how-
ever, for removing the top for any purpose, the
fasteners can be forced rearwardly past the- re-
taining tongues 28 out of engagement with the
flange of the top, as for instance, by means- of
a suitable tool engaged in a hole 27 in the rear
end of each fastener 22.

The fasteners 22 are required only at the one

or front edge of the top, and can be quickly and
easily driven into holding engagement with the

top and thus greatly lessen. the time and labor,
of securing the top in place on the pedestals or
body structure as compared with the previous
method of using more humerous. fastening serews
or bolts and nuts which were necessary at least
at the opposite or front .and rear edges. of the
top, and required considerably more time.and
labor in operating them to secure the top in
place.
quired is less than the number of screws or-bolts

Since the number of fasteners 22. re~,
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breviously used, the expense of the additional
screws or bolts and nuts needed is thus saved.

An additional advantage of the top securing
means herein disclosed results from the employ-~
ment of the front attaching bar 19 connecting
the pedestals at their front portions. This per-
nits the sub-assembly of the connected pedestals
for each: desk to be sent through the finishing
department. spray booths as a ‘unit, whereas
formerly the pedestals were sent through the
finishing department separately, requiring addi-
tional handling in the finishing and final as-
sembly of the parts of the desks. )

I claim as my invention:

L. An article, of furniture comprising a body,
a top resting upon the upper face of said body,
said body having on its top face a flange extend-
ing along one edge thereof with its outer edge
spaced from said top face to Torm a channel open-
ing hoerizontally and outwardly towards said one
edge, and also having on.its top face an upstand-
ing element along and spaced: inwardly from that
edge of the top which is opposite said one edge,
sald top having inturned horizontal flanges along-
its opposite marginal edges which.correspond to
sald edges of the body, one of said top flanges-
horizontally entering and fitting:sald channel be-
neath said body fiange and the other top flange
Gisposed along and abutting the outer face of
said upstanding element which limits horizontal
movement of said top in a direction to remove said
one top flange from. said channel, g wedge key-
slidingly coupled to said body and passing over a
bearing on the upper face of said other top flange
to confine it against the top of said body; said
key having g notch therein, and a spring tongue
projecting from said body into said notch in
the direction in which the key moves into flange-.
engaging position, for preventing retraction. of
said key. :

2. An article of furniture such as a desk com-
prising a body, a top supported on: the upper face
of said body, the top face of -said body having
along one edge thereof a horizontally and out-
wardly opening channel, and having adjacent
but spaced from ifs opposite edge an upright,
U-shaped channel strip, with the channel open-
ing upwardiy and running parallel to said oppo-
site edge, said. top having inturned, horizontally.
extending flanges along its opposite edges: that:
correspond to said opposite edges of .said- body,
one of said fanges extending into and fitting said
outwardly opening channel to confine that edge
of the top to said bhody, the opposite inturned: .
flange extending slong and abutting against the
outside face of'the outer side wall of ‘said channel
strip, to prevent removal of said one top:flange.
frem said hotizontally opening channel, the side-
walls-of: said channel strip: having alined aper-.
tures, and a. wedge key slidable into said: alined:
apertures into a position: over and abutting the
upper face of said opposits top flange to hold:
it against vertical movement, )

3. An article of furniture such as a desk .com-
prising a body, a top supported on the upper face
of said body, the top face of said body having
along one edge thereof a horizontally and out-.
wardly opening channel, and having adjacent but:
spaced. from its opposite edge an upright, U-
shaped channsl sirip, with the channel opening
upwardly and running parallel to said opposite
edge, said top having inturned; horizontally- ex-,
tending flanges along its opposite edges. that cor-
respond. to said opposite edges of said body; one.
of said flanges extending into and fitting said:
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outwardly opening channel to confine that edge
of the top to said body, the opposite inturned
flange extending along and abutting against the
outside face of the outer side wall of said channel
strip, to prevent removal of said one top flange
from said horizontally opening channel, the side
walls of said channel strip having alined. aper-
tures, and a wedge key slidable into said alined
apertures into a position over and abutting the
upper face of said opposite top flange to hold it
against vertical movement, said key having a
notch in its lower face and the bottom wall of
said strip having an inclined tongue struck up-
wardly from the bottom of said strip and enter-
ing said notch, when thie kKey is above said oppo-
site top flange, to prevent retraction of the key.

JAMES R. JONES.
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