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1

The present invention is ‘directed to-ash trays
or the like, and more: particularly for a holder
of ‘such a character that.it may be readily at-
tached to the arm of a chair or similar piece of
furniture and be adaptable to various sizes of
arms. .

A number of devices have heretofore been pro-
posed for holding ash trays in position so as to
avoid accidental tipping of the same. In one
such device there was a holder having pins or
the like as a part thereof, which pins were in-
tended to be inserted into the upholstery of a
piece of furniture. This was impractical in
that the fabric was injured and in:the case of
leather furniture it was still further disad-
vantageous in that it resulted usually in a tear-
ing of the leather.. It has also been broposed
to provide a holder with rubber or the like suction
cups, whereby the . ash tray might be attached
to various surfaces.. However, such surfaces
must be impervious and relatively flat so that

such devices were not at all applicable to up-.

holstered furniture. - .

The present invention is intended and adapted
to overcome such difficulties and disadvantages
of the prior art, it being among the objects of
the present invention to provide a holder for
ash trays, drinking glasses or the like which may
be attached to the arm of a piece of furniture,
whether upholstered or not, and be held thereon
against accidental displacement. g

It is also among the objects of the present in-
vention to provide a holder of the type described
which Is readily and automatically adjustable
for different widths of-arms and for. various
shapes of articles.of furniture. ‘

It is still further among the objects of the
present invention to provide such a holder, which
is composed essentially of stampings and suitable
material, either metal or plastic or both, which
may be very readily assembled to provide a work-
able unit.

In practicing the present invention there is
provided a pair of flat leg members, parallel to
each other and integral with slides which are
nested together and held in a suitable passage-
way. In said passageway is a coil or other spring
so arranged as to tend to draw said leg members
together and thus to cause the same to friction-
ally engage the sides of the arm of a piece of
furniture. Clip members are provided on.the
base of the device which forms the upper sur-
face of the passageway and an ash tray or the
like may be held by said clip members. By such
an arrangement the ash tray may be readily
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2
inserted or removed from the holder. At the
same time, because of the slide and spring ar-
rangement the device may be readily adapted to
various uses and positions.

In the accompanying drawing constituting a
part hereof and in which like reference charac-
ters indicate like parts, ’

Fig. 1 is a side elevational view of a holder for
an ash tray or the like made in accordance with
the present invention and shown in position on
the arm of a seat or the like;

Fig. 2 is an end elevational view of the device
shown in Fig. 1;

Fig. 3 is g top plan view of the device;

Fig. 4 is a view similar to Fig. 3 with the ash
tray removed from position and some parts being
broken away to more clearly illustrate the po-
sition of the spring in the passageway;

Fig. 5 is a vertical cross-sectional view of the
device taken along the line 5—5 of Fig. 3, and

Fig. 6 is a. cross-sectional view taken along
the line 6—6 of Fig. 3. )

With reference to the drawing, flat member
f having a horizontal lower edge constitutes one
of the leg members and it is integral with a
slide 2 at right angles to said leg. A similar
leg 3 is integral with a slide 4 so that slides 2 and
4 nest with each other. Legs | and 3 embrace
the sides of arm-5 of a seat or the like.. Base §
consisting of a flat plate has depending sides 7
and in-turned ends 8 and 8 which do not meet.
The space 16 enclosed by said elements con-
stitutes a. passageway for slides 2 and 4.

Clip plate ii in contact with the underside of
base 6 has vertical clips 12 on opposite sides
thereof terminating in hook members 3. An
as tray 14 is held on opposite sides by clips 12 and
hook 13. ‘

Bottom plate 15 is in -contact with in-turned
ends 8 and 9 and extends upwardly on both sides
of passageway 10 as shown at 16 terminating in
clips 17 and 18 which have hook members {9 on
the ends thereof.  Clips 1T and {8 are oppositely
positioned and are at right angles to clips 12;
They insure retaining ash tray 14 in position.

Slide 2 has a fongue 20 shown in Fig. 4, ex-
tending towards the right and having its end
curled upwardly to form a holding means 2{ for
one side of a coil spring 22. A retainer 23 is
provided on the left hand side of slide 4 so that
the ends 24 of coil spring 22 may be retained
therein. - Slide 4 has a slot 25 therein extending
from the right of said slide to a point adjacent
to retainer 23. Slide 2 contacts with the under-



side of slide 4 and tongue 20 and holder 21 ex-
tending into said slot.
In the operation of the device, the asembly is
made by providing the base 6, slipping slides 2
and 4 in position and inserting spring 22, as
shown in Fig. 4. Bottom plate {5 and clip plate
{1 are placed in position-and the ash tray in-
serted between the  clips. -In operation, one
grasps -legs | and 2, pulling them sufficienfly
apart so that arm 5 may be embraced thereby
and upon release of the legs, spring 22 causes
said legs to firmly grip the sides of arm 3 auto-
matically. ) :
Because of the flat  members { and 38, a firm
grip over a wide area of the arm is obtained,
thereby rendering the ash tray stable in position.
No injury to the upholstery is possible. If it is
desired to remove the ash tray, the holder is
grasped and lifted directly upward without any
danger of spilling the contents of the ash tray.
Because of the presence of the two slides and
the spring arrangement, the device is adapted for
many widths and forms of seat-arms.
Although the invemtion has been . described
setting forth a single specific embodiment there-
of, many changes in the details. of operation of
the invention may be made within the principles
herein set forth. For instance, the form of the
leg members- | and 3 may be varied greatly from
that shown although it is desirable that the lower
edge thereof be horizontal so that the ash tray
may be placed upon-an ordinary table or like sur-
face. 'The number of parts may. be reduced by
consolidation -of the. functions of several parts
into a single element. ‘The form and size of the
several elements may be varied at will and the
materials of construction may be any of those
suitable for the purpose, but preferably sheet
metal or sheet. plastic material is used. Coil
spring 22 may be replaced by other forms of
spring to accomplish a similar result.
These and other changes in. the details of the
" invention may be made within the spirit thereof
and the invention is therefore to be broadly con-
strued and not to be limited except by the char-
acter of the claims appended hereto.
T claim: .
1. A holder for an ‘ash tray or the like com-
prising a flat base, upstanding opposed end. clips
thereon adapted to retain an ash tray, a passage-
way open at both ends formed in said bkase, a
pair of slides nesting in said passageway, each
slide having a depending leg, said legs adapted
to embrace the arm of a seat or the iike, and
means in said passageway for resiliently draw-
ing said legs together.
9. A holder for an ash tray or the like com-
prising a flat base, upstanding opposed end clips
thereon adapted to retain an ash tray, a passage-
way open ab both ends formed in said base, a
pair of slides nesting in said passageway, each
slide having a depending leg, said legs adapted
- to.embrace the arm of a seat or the like, a cover

plate on the bottom of ssid passageway having
upstanding side members terminating “in side
" clips for said tray, and means in said passageway
for resiliently drawing said legs together.

3. A holder for an ash tray or the like com-
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prising a flat base, upstanding opposed end clips
thereon adapted to retain an ash tray, a passage-
way open at both ends formed in said base, a
pair of slides nesting in said passageway, each
slide having a depending leg, said legs adapted
to embrace the arm of a seat or the like, and
means in said passageway for resiliently draw-
ing said legs together including s spring attached
to both of said slides and adapted-to be placed
under tension when said legs are separated.

4, A holder for an ash tray or the like com-
prising a flat base, upstanding opposed end clips
thereon adapted to retain an ash tray, a passage-
way open at both ends formed in said base, &
pair of slides nésting -in said passageway, each
slide having a depending leg, said legs adapted
to embrace the arm of a seat or the like, and
means in said passageway for resiliently drawing
said legs together including a spring attached to
both of said slides and adapted to be placed under
tension when said legs are separated, said spring
being a circular coil spring.

5. A hoelder for an ash tray or the like com-
prising a flat base, upstanding opposed end clips
thereon adapted to retain an ash tray, a passage-
way open at both ends formed in said base, a
pair of slides nesting in said passageway, each
slide having a depending leg, said legs adapted
to embrace the arm of a seat or the like, and
means in said passageway for resiliently draw-
ing said legs together including a spring attached
to hoth of said slides and adapted to be placed
under tension when said legs are separated, said
spring being a circular coil spring, a slot in one
of said slides, a tongue on said second slide ex~
tending into said slot, a retdiner for said spring
on the end of said tongue, said second slide being
under said.first slide.

6. A holder for an ash ftray .or the like com-
prising a flat base, upstanding oppesed end clips
thereon adapted to retain an ash tray, a passage~

.way open at both ends formed in said bhase, a

pair of slides nesting in said passageway, each
slide having a depending leg, said legs adapted
to embrace the arm of a seat or the like, and
means in said passageway for resiliently drawing
said legs together including a spring attached to
both of said slides and adapted to be piaced under
tension when said legs are separated, said spring
being u eircular coil spring, a slot.in one of said
slides, a tongue on said second slide extending
into said slot, a retainer for said spring on the
end of said tongue, said second slide being under
said first slide; said spring abutting against the
end of said first slide and said tongue forming
a reverse curve-in said spring.
ADOLF ROBINS.
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