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1. 
This invention relates to signs and more par 

ticularly to electric signs of the kind which give 
an impreSSion of running water to the onlooker, 
its object being to provide an improved construc 
tion. 
The invention is shown by way of simple ex 

ample in the accompanying drawing in which: 
Figure i is a front elevation partly broken 

away; Fig. 2 is a plan view with the lid removed, 
and Fig. 3 is a section on line III-III of Fig. 2. 

In the construction shown, is the box-like 
Structure or casing having a front panel 2 carry 
ing the display matter of the sign. 
At the rear of the panel 2 in the lower part of 

the box-like structure is disposed a light source 
comprising one or more electric lamps 3 arranged 
to shine on the drum, said lamps being advanta 
geously mounted in Supports 4 and shielded from 
the panel, by for instance a shield or shields 5 
Serving to deflect the direct light from the lamps 
of the sign and throw it onto a longitudinally dis 
posed rotatable cylindrical drum 6 mounted on a 
Spindle 7 carried by the end walls of the box 
or otherwise conveniently. Such drum is adapted 
to be rotated at suitable speed by a motor 8 
housed in the box ?, suitable reduction gear be 
ing embodied if necessary. The drum is raised 
preferably from the bottom of the box and its 
peripheral Surface consists of One or more trans 
parent strips of Suitable material such as, for in 
stance, glass, celluloid, or other transparent Sub 
stance which can be variously colored or each 
strip may be of a distinct shade. The strips are 
arranged longitudinally along the curved sur 
face of the drum. The Surface of the Strips is 
perforated. 
Some of the light from the light source strikes 

the perforated colored transparent strips and is 
reflected onto the front panel, and other light 
from the light source passes through the perfora 
tions and is reflected from the interior of the 
drum onto the front panel. 
To enhance the effect, the inner walls of the 

box can be polished or otherwise treated or be 
formed as mirrors. A curved reflecting surface 
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Such as 9 may be provided within the box-like 
structure and behind the drum 6. 
The surface of the drum 6 is shown as being 

circular in cross section but any suitable cross 
Section may be used. 
The invention is Simple to produce and gives 

a very attractive sign. 
We claim: 
1. An improved electric display sign giving the 

illusion of running water, of the kind comprising 
a box-like structure, a front panel for Said bOX 
like structure, display matter on said front panel, 
a rotatable cylindrical drum arranged longitu 
dinally behind said front panel, and a source of 
light inside the lower part of the box-like struc 
ture shielded from the front panel and arranged 
to shine on the drum, Said drum being formed of 
a plurality of perforated colored transparent 
strips arranged longitudinally along the curved 
Surface thereof, part of the light from the light 
source striking the perforated colored trans 
parent strips and being reflected onto the front 
panel, and part of such light passing through said 
perforations so as to be reflected from the interior 
of the rotating drum onto the front panel. 

2. An improved electric display sign giving the 
illusion of running water, as claimed in claim 1, 
having a curved reflector arranged within the 
box-like structure and behind the drum. 
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