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To all, Luhon, it malt concern: 
Be it known, that I, ALONZO L. GRAY, a 

citizen of the United States, and a resident of 
Vanderbilt, county of Fayette, and State of 
Pennsylvania, (whose post-office address is 
Vanderbilt, Fayette county, Pennsylvania,) 
have invented certain new and useful Im 
provements in Mailing-Tubes, of which the 
following is a specification, reference being 
had to the accompanying drawings, forming 
a part thereof, in which similar letters of ref 
erence indicate corresponding parts. 
This invention relates to improvements in 

mailing-tubes. 
The object of the invention is to provide a 

novel mailing-tube arranged to carry its con 
tents safely and so that such contents can be 
quickly and easily withdrawn therefrom. 
The object of the invention is also to pro 

vide a novel mailing - tube comprising an 
outer tube and an inner tube of novel con 
struction, and a flexible connection whereby 
said tubes are detachably held one within the 
other and whereby the inner tube may be 
withdrawn from within the outer tube. 
The invention also has divers other objects 

which will be fully hereinafter set forth. 
The nature of the invention will be fully 

understood from the following general de 
scription and the annexed drawings and will 
be subsequently pointed out in the claim. 

In the annexed drawings, Figure I is a per 
spective view of my newly-invented mailing 
tube with the inner tube partly withdrawn 
and other parts extended. Fig. 2 is a per 
spective view of the same with all the parts 
closed up. Fig. 3 is a view of an adhesive 
band more fully hereinafter described. 
A designates an outer tube, which may be 

made of pasteboard or some other similarly 
strong material. This is to be of convenient 
length and diameter, according to the matter 
to be mailed therein. 
E designates a band of paper provided on 

one side with adhesive surfacese, f, and g, 
which may be made by covering the part 
with a solution of any soluble adhesive mate 
rial, such as is used for pasting paper. The 
surface g primarily attaches this band E to 

5o one end of the tube A, as shown in Fig. 1. 
I designates an inner tube. This is made 
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of weaker material than the outer tube. It 
has a longitudinal cleft i reaching through its 
whole length. At h and h it is pierced with 
opposite perforations-one on each side of the 
cleft i and near the end thereof. Through 
these perforations is drawn the cord K, which 
is fastened in the knot l. Obviously any 
strong narrow strip of sufficiently-flexible 
material would serve the same purpose. 
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To use my invention, the mail-matter to be 
shipped is placed in the inner tube. This, with 
its said contents, is then slipped into the outer 
tube, so that the cord k and the band E will 
be on contiguous ends of the two tubes. The 
cord K is then folded back on the outside of 
the tube A and the band E is pasted over it, 
as illustrated in Fig. 2. It will then be found 
that the inner tube will be firmly held in its 
place and safely keep its contents during 
transportation. When it is desired to re 
move the mail-matter from within the tube, 
the operator grasps the cord K by the knott 
and tears the cord away from the band E. 
The cord K is then pulled so as to withdraw 
the inner tube Ifrom within the outer tube.A. 
When the inner tube I has been so withdrawn, 
its contents can easily be removed. 

If it be desired, a new adhesive band may 
be pasted on the end of the tube A and the 
device may be again used for shipping other 
matter. 

I do not strictly confine myself to the con 
struction and arrangement hereinbefore set 
forth, as it is evident that under the spirit 
and scope of my invention I am entitled to 
all such variations as do not depart there 
from. 

Having now described what my invention 
is and how the same is constructed and used, 
what I claim as my invention, and desire to 
secure by Letters Patent, is 

In a mailing-tube, the combination with an 
outer tube of strong material and a paper 
band having an adhesive surface on one end 
thereof, of an inner tube of weaker material, 
having a cleft through its whole length, 
pierced with opposite perforations one on 
each side of said cleft near one end thereof, 
said inner tube being arranged to carry mail 
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matter and to slip into and out of said outer 
tube, a cord, drawn through said perfora 
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tions folding on said outer tube, detachably my invention I have signed my name, in pres 
fastened thereon by said adhesive band, hold- ence of two witnesses, this 12th day of June, ing said inner tube in position in said outer | 1905. 
tube, and when torn away from said band ALONZO L. GRAY. 

5 affording facility for withdrawing said inner Witnesses: 
tube, from within said outer tube. J. F. MURPHY, 
In testimony that I claim the foregoing as J. H. MACBURNEY. 


