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o all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, ARTHUR MORRIS, of
Rockefeller, in the county of Lake and State
of Illinois, have invented a new and Improved
Buckle, of which the followdhg is a full, clear,
and exact description. '

My invention relates to an improvement in
‘buckles, and it has for its object to provide a
buckle especially adapted for use in connec-
tion with harness for farm horses, the buckle
being adapted particularly for attaching the
oreechln_g of the harness to the other portions
thereof, in such manner that the breeching
may be expeditiously and conveniently re-
moved from the portions of the harness with
which it is connected, when occasion may de-
mand. ’

A further object of the invention is to pro-
vide a buckle that may be removed with the
breeching without removing the trace or trace
loop.. The buckle will also take the place of
the ring strap, sheath and buckle common to
farm harness, thereby lessening the work of
harnessing. : .

_ Theinvention consistsin thenovel construc-
tion and combination of the several parts, as
will be hereinafter fully set forth, and pointed
out in the claims. =~ B

Reference is to be had to the accompanying
drawings, forming a part of this specification,
in which similar figures and letters of refer-
ence indicate corresponding parts in all the
views. . : ‘

Figure 1 is an edge view of portions of a
harness, namely, a portion of the breeching
and back strap, illustrating the improved
buckle applied, connecting the twostraps, the
buckle being shown in its open position. Fig.
2 is a side elevation of the breeching and
bacl; strap, and likewise a side elevation of
jche Improved buckle, it being illustrated in
its locking position. Fig. 3 is an edge view
of the back strap and breeching, and likewise
an edge view of the improved buckle in its
locked position; and Fig. 4 is a detail per-
spective view of the buckle in its open or un-
locked position. _

The portions of the harness shown in con-
nection with the buckle consist of the breech-

‘50 ing A, the back strap B, with which the

breeching is tobe connected, the trace C,and
lacing strap D. The buckle is made in two

curved or cylindrical.

sections, a bottom section Eand an upper sec-
tion E’. The bottom comprises a shank 10, a
head 11 at one end of the shank, which is
wider than the shank,extending beyond both
side edges of the latter, and an eye orloop 12,
formed at the opposite end of the shank.
The head 11 is provided at each end with
a flange, said flanges being designated -re-
spectively as 13 and 14. The flanges extend
upward at a right angle to the body of the
head, and their upper edges are preferably
The flange 13 i3 pro-
vided with a recess 15, which extends through
what may be termed the upper edge of the
flange, as shown best in Fig. 4, the body of
the recess being much wider than its mouth,
and the recess may be made quite wide with-
out making the flange 13 unnecessarily large,
by extending the recess into the body of the
head, the body extension being designated as
152, In the opposite flange 14 an aperture
16, is produced, and the aperture is formed
partially in the flange and partially in the
body plate. The lower section of the buckle
is completed by locating a stud 17 in about
the central portion of the head upon its outer
face.. The upper section E’, comprises. a
shank 18, an open loop 19 at the upper end
of the shank, and a head 20 at the lower end.
The open loop 19, is make by projecting ears
192 from oppositesidesof the shank upwardly
therefrom, and inwardly and in direction of
one another, and in this manner the ears are
somewhat twisted, as shown in Fig. 3, and the
hottom of the loop is above the plane of the
upper edge of the shank.
“The head 20, is provided at oneside with a
flange 21; and at the opposite side with a
flange 22, the flanges extending at a right

angle from the inner or back face of the head. .

The head is preferably provided in its lower
edge with a recess 23, adapted to form a clear-
ance for the stud 17 in the under section of
the buckle should the stud extend upward
close to the head of the upper section when
the two sections are in their locked position.

The flange 21, is provided with an angular
arm 24, made integral with it, while the op-
posite flange is provided with a tongue exten-
sion 25, and a recess 26, is made in the head,
facing the extension. The tongue extension
25 ig passed through the aperture 16 in the
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head of the lower section E, and is then bent
upon itself to an engagement with the side of
the head to which it belongs, as shown best
in Fig. 4, and in this manner a hinged con-
nection iseffected between the head members
of the upper and lower buckle sections.

In order to lock the two sections of the
buckle one in engagement with the other, the
upper section E’,is placed at a decided angle
to the lower section, as shown in Fig. 1, and
this position of the upper section will bring
the angular tongue 24 of its head oppositethe
mouth of the recess 15 in the head of the
lower section, and after the tongue 24 of the
upper section is placed in the recess of the
lower section, the upper section is earried
down to a parallel position with the under
section, as shown in Fig. 8, and the sections of

" the buckle will then have a hinged connec-
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tion with one another at each side.

In thedrawings the member E of the buckle
is shown as attached to the breeching strap,
and when connecting the back strap with the
breeching strap, the back strap is bent upon
edge until it has entered into the loop 19 of
the upper section of the buckle; it is then

passed over the upper face of the lower sec-.

tion, the upper section of the buckle being
in its open position, until the stud 17 enters
one of the eyelet holes in the back strap;
thereupon, the two buckle sections are placed
in locking position. The back strap may be

readily disconnected from the breeching strap
by removing the back strap from the loop 19,
and opening the buckle sections.

Having thus described my invention, I
claim as new and desire to secure by Letters
Patent—

1. A buckle, comprising two hinged sec-

tions,one section being provided witha keeper
at its free end and the other with an eye at
its free end and with a stud at its hinged end
for engaging and holding a strap, substan-
tially as described.

2. A buckle for the purpose described, eon-
strueted in two sections, the upper section of
one having a hinged connection with oneside
of the lower portion of the other, the two sec-
tions being adapted to fold one overthe other,
and one section being provided with a keeper
and the other with a latch toenterthe keeper,
the under section being also provided with a
stud at its hinged end and an eye at the op-
posite end, the upper section having an open
loop formed opposite its hinged end, as and
for the purpose set. forth.

3. In abuckle, the combination, with a sec-
tion adapted as a lower section, the same con-
sisting of a shang having an eye formed at
one end and a head at the opposite end, the
head being provided with flanges at its ends,

one flange having a recess formed therein,

forming a keeper, and the other being pro-
vided with an aperture, of a second section
adapted as an upper section, the same con-
sistingof ashank having an open loop formed
at one end and a head at the opposite end,
the head being provided with end flanges, one
of which flanges is passed through the aper-
ture in the flange of the lower section, form-
ing a hinged connection therewith, the oppo-
site flange having formed thereon a latch
adapted to enter the keeper of the under sec-
tion, substantially as shown and described.
ARTHUR MORRIS.
Witnesses:
C. I. WRIGHT,
WiRT F. WRIGHT.
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