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To all whom it may concern: 
Be it known that I, THOMAS L. HITEs, a 

citizen of the United States, residing at Can 
ton, in the county of Stark and State of 
Ohio, have invented a new and useful Im 
provement in Horseshoes, of which the foll 
lowing is a specification. 
The invention relates to cushioned pads 

for the heel ends of horseshoes; and the ob 
ject of the improvement is to provide a pad 
having a body of rubber or other resilient 
lmaterial and a metallic face plate, with con 
tractible means in the body of the rubber 
and connected with the face plate for Secur 
ing the pad to the shoe by the use of an 
ordinary horseshoe nail. These general ob 
jects of the invention and other minor ad 
vantages are attained by the construction 
and arrangement shown in a preferred em 
bodiment of the invention illustrated in the 
accompanying drawings, forming part 
hereof, in which 

Figure 1 is a perspective view of the shoe 
showing the pad attached in one end of the 
shoe and removed from the other end there 
of: Fig. 2, a perspective view of the de 
tached pad: Fig. 3, an inner side perspec 
tive view of the face plate: Fig. 4, an inner 
side perspective view of the connecting yoke; 
Fig. 5, a longitudinal section of one end of 
the shoe showing the pad secured therein; 
and Fig. 6, a transverse section of the same 
on the line of the nail. 

Similar numerals refer to similar parts throughout the drawings. 
The face plate 1 of the pad is preferably 

roughened on its exposed face as by the cross 
ribs 2, and the L-shaped brackets 3 made of 
metal or the like are formed or attached on 
the inner side thereof, the shanks of the 
brackets being preferably located at an in 
terval inside the ends of the face plate, from 
which shanks the L portions are deflected 
inwardly and are provided with the slots 4. 
The U-shaped yoke 5 made of metal or the 
like is provided with the lateral flanges 6 
adapted to normally rest on the L portions 
of the brackets, and these flanges are pro 
vided with the tongues 7 which are adapt 
ed to enter and to operate in the slots of the 
bracket. 
The rubber body 8 of the pad is formed 

and vulcanized on the inner side of the 
face plate and around the brackets and the 
yoke, when the same are in their normal po 
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sition with the flanges of the yoke in con 
tact with the L portions of the brackets, as 
shown in Fig. 5; and the parts are so pro 
portioned that the shanks and L portions of 
the brackets and the whole of the yoke are 
entirely embedded in the rubber body, thus 
leaving the same without any breaks or 
joints whatever in its exposed surfaces; and 
the cushion is preferably formed and vul 
canized with the layer of woven fabric 9 
on its inner face, which serves to strengthen 
the body. 
The sockets 10 are provided in the ends of 

the shoe 11 and are shaped to neatly receive 
the inner portions of the pads. The aper 
tures 12 and 12 are provided through the 
Walls forming the sides of each Socket and 
the transverse aperture 13 is provided 
through the body of the pad, which aper 
tures are preferably arranged to be nearly 
in line when the pad is entered in the socket, 
whereupon a securing pin preferably in the 
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form of the ordinary horseshoe nail 14 is 
driven through the apertures and the point 
ed end is clenched against the side of the 
shoe, the aperture 12 being preferably coun 
tersunk to receive part or all of the head of 
the nail. 
The parts are preferably so proportioned 

that the transverse aperture in the pad coin 
cides with the concave side of the U-shaped 
yoke, and so that when the securing nail is 
driven through the apertures it will draw 
the yoke slightly inward, and with it the 
face plate brackets, whereby the face plate 
is likewise drawn inward to securely and 
positively compress the pad in its Socket. 
It is evident that when the pad is further 
compressed in use, as by the Weight of a 
horse, the slots of the L brackets are adapted 
to operate inward on the tongues of the yoke 
flanges, and to thereby contract the con 
necting devices; so that while the pad is se 
curely held in its socket by the connecting 
devices, they do not interfere in any manner 
with the resilience of the body of the pad. 
It is also evident that the pad can be readily 
removed and replaced for renewal or repair 
by merely withdrawing and reinserting the 
securing nails. 
What I claim as my invention, and desire 

to secure by Letters Patent, is 
1. A horseshoe having a Socket therein 

with apertures in its walls, a resilient pad 
in the socket having a face plate thereon and 
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a yoke therein with a contractible connection laving a face plate thereon and a yoke em 
made of metal or the like between the face 
plate and the yoke, there being an aperture 
in the pad on the inner side of the yoke, and 
a pin adapted to be driven through the 
Several apertures to engage and draw the 
yoke to Secure the pad in the socket. 

2. A resilient pad for a horseshoe Socket 

bedded the 'ein with a contractible connec- 10 
tion made of metal or the like between the 
plate and the yoke. 

THOMAS L. HITES. 
Witnesses: 

JoSEPH FREASE, 
RUTH. A. MILLER. 


