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This invention relates to a new and useful identifying 
device for use on documents bearing the signature of the 

S. person issuing or passing said document. 
More specifically, the device is intended for use on 

checks, stock certificates, wills, deeds, and other docu 
ments where the authenticity of the person signing the 
respective document may be questioned. The device may 
prove particularly useful as a safeguard against fraud in 
cases where a person pretending to be the payee of a re 
spective check will present the check in a store or some 
other establishment either to obtain cash or mechandise. 

It is the object of this invention to eliminate such 
practices by providing a small folder which may be quick 
ly and readily applied to a document or a negotiable 
paper such as a check, and on which the person, upon 
signing the document, will be required to leave the im 
print of a finger. 
A further object of the invention is to provide such a 

device which will be adapted for immediate application, 
which will not add to the bulk of the document, and 
which will be economical in cost and yet fully practical 
and effective. 

I shall now describe my device with reference to the 
accompanying drawings in which: 

Fig. 1 is a perspective view of my device prior to be 
ing applied to a document; 

Fig. 2 is a perspective view of the device in which a 
part of one of its leaflets is torn off; 

Fig. 3 is a plan elevational view of a check, the view 
including my identifying device, one leaf of which is at 
tached to the underside of the check; 

Fig. 4 is a plan elevational view of a portion of a check 
and the identifying device attached thereto, the view dis 
closing a leaf affixed to the upper surface of the check, 
this being the leaf adapted to receive a fingerprint; 

Fig. 5 is a longitudinal edge view of the check and 
the identifying device connected thereto; 

Fig. 6 is a perspective view of a modified species of 
said identifying device. 

Similar numerals refer to similar parts throughout the 
several views. The identifying device includes, as a principal element 
thereof, a two-leaf folder made of a rectangular piece 
of paper. To be made into a folder, the paper is folded 
upon itself midway its length to form two leaves 10 and 
11, which leaves are of the same size. For the purpose of describing the leaves and the re 
spective faces thereof, it will be assumed that the identify 
ing device is lying on one face so that the free ends of 
the two leaves are at left and the line of fold is on the 
right. While the device is in this position, I shall first 
refer to leaf 10, the upper surface of which is marked 
12. The surface is coated with an adhesive Substance, 
preferably with a water-soluble adhesive substance such 
as a natural vegetable gum, of which gum arabic may 
be an example. The surface of the leaf 11 on the side 
facing said leaf 10 is also coated with a similar adhesive 
substance, while the outer face 14 of the leaf 11 is 
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covered with a slightly sticky, water-repellant substance 
such as a composition of gum rosin and oil. 

Secured to the folder is a cover 15 which is adapted 
to fit over the whole upper surface of the leaf 11. The 
cover includes an integrally-formed strip 16 which is 
glued to the underside of said leaf 0. 
One side of the cover, namely, side 17 facing the tacky 

surface of the leaf , is waxed in order that the cover, 
after having been applied over the tacky surface 14, may 
be peeled off easily without roughing or damaging said 
surface. 
To facilitate lifting of the cover from said leaf 11, the 

cover may include a tab or tongue 17a extending out 
wardly from the outer end of said cover. This species 
of the cover is shown in Fig. 4. 
A modified species of my identifying device is shown in 

Fig. 6. This species is also made of one oblong piece 
of paper folded along two parallel lines to form a bot 
tom leaf, a top leaf, and an intermediate leaf, the leaves 
being attached in an end to end relation. More specifi 
cally, the device includes a bottom leaf 20 which on its 
upper surface is covered with an adhesive substance for 
attachment to the undersurface of a check, a leaf 2 which 
is covered on the underside with an adhesive substance for 
attachment to the upper surface of the check, and a top 
leaf 23 which serves as a cover analogous to cover 5. 
The top or outer surface of the cover 23 is free of any 
adhesive substance. The underside 24 of the cover is 
covered with a relatively hard wax coating, while the 
upper face of the leaf 2i is provided with the same coat 
ing as that on face 14 of the leaf 11. It is this leaf 21 
which is adapted to receive the imprint of a finger. 
The manner in which the above-described devices are 

to be used is as follows: 
Prior to being used, the folder, with its cover, may 

be handled in its closed position with the two leaves 10 
and 1 adhering to each other and the cover adhering 
to the top surface 4 of the leaf 11. - 

Assuming that a check is to be signed and a record 
of the finger-print is to be taken for identification, the 
leaves 10 and 11 are first spread apart. Next, the top 
surface of the leaf 10 is affixed to the underside of the 
check at one end thereof, as shown in Fig. 3. If the 
adhesive substance on face 2 is soluble in water, it may 
be moistened in order that the surface may stick to the 
check. Next, the leaf 11 is turned over the check and 
pressed manually against the upper face of the check to 
cause said leaf 11 to adhere to the face of the check. 
Naturally, if the surface 13 of the leaf 1 is coated with 
a water-soluble adhesive substance, the substance would 
be first moistened. 

Once the leaf 11 is in place as shown in Fig. 4, the 
person issuing or endorsing the check will be required to 
press the front end of a finger, on the side remote from 
the fingernail, against the tacky surface 4 in order to 
leave the print of the whorls upon said finger on said Sur 
face 14. Thereupon, the cover is folded over the leaf 
11 and lightly pressed against said surface 4 till it 
sticks thereto. If desirable, the person issuing said check may also 
place a signature or at least the initial letters thereof on 
the outer surface of the cover, as shown in Fig. 1. 
The procedure with respect to the species shown in 

Fig. 6 is identical, with the exception that the cover 23 
is an integral part of the leaf 21 which is to bear the 
imprint. 

While in the two species of the invention described 
herein the surface adapted to receive the imprint of a 
finger is coated with a substance which, like the surface 
of the Scotch tape is somewhat sticky, it will be under 
stood that at least the central portion of said surface 
may be left clear of such a substance to make it suitable 
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for reception of ink prints in the manner in which such 
prints are usually made for record. By this I mean that a 
separate ink pad may be used for the purpose of inking 
that area of the finger which is to be pressed against 
the surface on which the print is to be made. 
Thus, the surface 34 in Fig. 4 may be left entirely 

free of said sticky surface, or it may be provided with 
but a marginal area covered with such substance in order 
that the cover may adhere thereto. The same pertains 
to the upper surface of leaf 21 in Fig. 6. 

In conclusion, I wish to add that for the purpose of 
identifying the establishment in which the print was 
taken, the folder or the cover of the device may carry 
the name and address of said establishment. 

After having described my identifying device, what 
which to claim is as follows: 

1. A device to identify a person signing or passing a 
document, the device comprising a paper folder includ 
ing a leaf adapted to be secured by adhesive means to 
the undersurface of the document, a leaf adapted to be 
affixed by adhesive means to the upper Surface of the 

5 

0 

20 

4. 
document and having a top face covered with an oleo 
resinous substance and providing an area for reception 
of a fingerprint, and a sheet cover integrally connected to 
the last-named leaf and adapted to lie flat thereon, said 
cover having a wax coating on the side adapted to face 
the print receiving area, while the opposite face thereof 
offers a space for continuation of a signature appearing 
in part on the document itself. 

2. A device as defined in claim 1 in which the leaf 
affixed to the upper surface of the document is coated on 
its upper face with a water repellant substance of low 
adhesive character for reception of a fingerprint thereon. 
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