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To all whom it may concern:
Beitknown that, James A. HeNNING,a citi-
zen of the United States of America, residing
at Beardstown, in the county of Cass and State
of Illinois, have invented certain new and use-
ful Improvemen's in Sterilizing-Cabinets, of
which the following is a specification.
This invention relates to cabinets and trays
to be employed in sterilizing instruments em-
ployed by dentists in their practice, although
1t may be used by doctors of medicine, sur-
geons, barbers, or all other members of a pro-
fession requiring the sterilization of their in-
struments.
The object of this invention is to produce a
cabinet of this character in which there area
series of shelves arranged one above the other
and provided with a series of openings or
apertures whereby the gas of a sterilizing
agentmay pass through the same and act upon
the instruments on the various shelves.
It is a further object of this invention to
provide a shelf at the top of the cabinet for
the reception of a sterilizing agent. In this
invention a gasis employed as an agent, and
as the gas is heavier than the air it is neces-
sary that the agent should be at the top of
the cabinet in order that the gas may reach
the variousshelves. Ifaliquid or other simi-
lar means were employed, the instruments
would be liable to rust, a disadvantage which
is obviated by the use of the gas. Thisisadry
method of sterilizing, no fluid-burning lamp
being employed, which would cause sweating
and rusting of the instruments.
A further object of this invention is to pro-
vide a device of thischaracter whereby access
“may be had to one of the shelves independent,

of the remaining shelves, although means is
- employed whereby access may be had to the
“entire interior of the cabinet.

An additional object of the invention is to

produce a device of this character that will be

simple in construction, efficient in practice,

, and economical to manufacture.

| With the above and other objects in view

| the invention consists in the details of con-
struction and in the arrangement and combi-

nation of parts to be hereinafter more fully
described in detail. v

In describing the invention in detail ref-
erence will be had to the accompanying draw-
ings, forming part of this specification,
wherein like characters of reference denote
corresponding parts in both views, in which—

Figure 1 is a view in elevation of a. cabinet
embodying the invention. Fig. 2 is a sec-
tional view thereof.

In the drawings, A indicates a cabinet hav-
ing in its face a door B, hinged thereto, as at
@  Within the cabinet and suitably spaced
apart is a series of partitions or shelves 1,
provided with the plurality of apertures 2.
These shelves 1 form the compartments C.
The door B is provided with a series of open-
ings 3, each communicating with one of the
compartments C within the cabinet. To
either side of each of the openings is provided
a guide 4, in which slides a dropping door 5.
Each door 5 is provided with a handle 6 for
opening or shutting the same. By this ar-
rangement access can easily be had to one of
the compartments C independent of the re-
maining compartments. The openings 3 of
the door B are of such size as to allow the
passage of trays which are adapted to hold
the various instruments.

In practice the various trays are placed on
the shelves within the cabinet and a steriliz-
ing agent is placed in the upper compartment
of the cabinet. The agents throw forth a gas
which will fall through the apertures of the
various shelves, and thereby come in contact
with the instruments within the trays. If
the operator desires to use an instrument
within a tray on a certain shelf, it is only nec-
essary for him to lift the drop-door communi-
cating with that compartment, and the tray
is free to be removed or withdrawn sufficiently
for the extraction of the instrument. Ifitis
desired to reach the interior of the cabinet
for repairs or any other purpose, the door B
can be opened, when the entire cabinet is free
to access. It is also the intention in practice
not to extract the instruments from the tray
and lay them aside where they are liable to
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become dusty, &c.; but the tray containing
the instruments desired is removed from the
cabinet and all the instruments are used from
the tray, tray and instruments being steril-
ized. For that class of instruments used on
nearly every patient duplicate trays are em-
ployed, so that the next patient can be im-
mediately accommodated with sterilized in-
struments.

Having fully described my invention, what

. Telaim as new, and desire to secure by Letters
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Patent, is—

1. In a sterilizing-cabinet, a plurality of
perforated shelves arranged within the cabi-
net one above the other to form compart-
ments, whereby a sterilizing agent may pass
throughout the entire cabinet, a door for one
of the faces of the cabinet whereby access may
be had to the entire cabinet, and means car-
ried by the door communicating with each of
the compartments in such a way that access
may be had to one of the shelves independent
of the other compartments.

2. In a sterilizing-cabinet, a plurality of
perforated shelves arranged within the cabi-
net one above the other and forming compart-
ments, through which a sterilizing agent is
free to pass, a door for one of the faces of
the cabinet, said door being provided with a
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series of openings, each of said openings com-
municating with a compartment within the
cabinet, the lower edge of each opening be-
ing flush with the corresponding shelf or floor
and means for closing each of the openings
within the door.

3. In a sterilizing-cabinet, a plurality of
perforated shelves arranged within the cabi-
net one above the other and forming compart-
ments, each of said compartments being of
such size as to receive a tray, a hinged door
for one of the faces of the cabinet, said door
permitting access to all of the compartments,
said door having a series of openings of such
size as to allow the passage of a tray there-
through, each of said openings communicat-
ing with a compartment within the cabinet,
the lower edge of each opening being flush
with the corresponding shelf or floor, guides
on the sides of the openings and drop-doors
mounted in the guides.

Intestimony whereof Iaffix my signature, in
the presence of two witnesses, this 80th day of
September, 1904.

JAMES A. HENNING.

‘Witnesses:
Wirriam F. GUurker,
Arranso C. SYLvA.




