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To all whom it may concern: 
Be it known that I, JABEZ. A. BOSTWICK, of 

the city, county, and State of New York, have 
invented an Improved Tap for Oil-Cans and oth 
er Wessels, of which the following is a specifica 
tion: 
My invention relates to the combination of a 

valve moving upon a screw projecting centrally 
through the discharge-aperture of an oil-can or 
other vessel from a bracket or transverse bar 
within, to control the discharge of fluids from 
the vessel, with an exterior plate made to span 
the nearest corner of the vessel and to form a 
spout or conductor to direct the flow of fluids is 
suing therefrom. 
In the accompanying drawing, Figure 1 is a 

top view of a can provided with my improved 
tap, and Fig. 2 a diametric section thereof. 
The discharge-aperture of the can is at first 

hermetically sealed and subsequently defined by 
means of a disk or “nozzle.” A stamped up sol 
idly in the customary manner out of sheet metal, 
and provided with a scored ring on its top, em 
bracing a circular section to be punched out when 
the can is to be opened. To the under side of 
this nozzle-piece A a supporting-plate or bridge 
piece, B, is secured diametrically. This trans 
verse plate is so proportioned as to leave ample 
openings on either side thereof for the passage 
of fluids into or out of the can through the dis 
charge-opening in the disk or nozzle. Eis a pin 
threaded at its upper end, and secured to the 
bridge-piece B so as to project upward centrally, 
under, or through the opening in the nozzle A. 

D is a valve or plain cap of metal, made some 
what larger than the nozzle A, so as to overlap 
it, as illustrated in Fig. 2, and provided on its 
under side With a lining or packing, W, of leath 
er, Cork, or other elastic material, to form a close 
joint with the edges of the opening in the nozzle, 
and with a central nut, C, to receive the screw 
E. F is a strip or plate secured to the upper 
edge of the projecting rin or joint on the head 
of the can H, at the corner thereof adjacent to 
its discharge-aperture, so as to span the corner 
diagonally, as illustrated in Fig.1. A small ap 
erture, s, is pierced in this plate close to the cor 
ner of the can, and the plate thus constitutes a 
lip and spout to catch and collect the fluid as it 
flows from the nozzle A, and to discharge it con 
Veniently in a single stream at the corner of the 
Ca 

I claim as my invention 
1. The within-described tap for an oil-can or 

other vessel, constructed of a valve, D, provided 
with a threaded seat, C, to receive the end of a 
screw, E, projecting from an inner support out 
centrally through the discharge-aperture of the 
can, and combined with a lip-plate, F, spanning 
the corner of the can, substantially as and for 
the purpose herein set forth. 

2. Thelip-plate F, incombination with the valve 
D and discharge-opening of a can, H, substan 
tially as herein set forth. 
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