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Application filed October 22, 1895, Serial No. 566,488. (No model.) 

To all, whon, it nay conce7'7. 
Be it known that I, ANNAL. JONES, a citi 

Zen of the United States, residing at Philadel 
phia, in the county of Philadelphia and State 
of Pennsylvania, have invented certain new 
and useful Improvements in Dressmakers' 
Stands, of which the following is a full, clear, 
and exact specification. 
My invention relates to a new and useful 

improvement in dressmakers' stands, and its 
object is to provide such a device by the use 
of which bias or other strips may be cut from 
goods any width desired without care upon 
the part of the operator and which will also 
act as a measuring-board by means of which 
predetermined lengths of goods may be cut, 
and it will also serve the general purposes 
for which a dressmaking-table can be used. 
With these ends in view the invention con 

sists in the details of construction and com 
bination of elements hereinafter set forth, 
and then specifically designated by the 
claims. 
In order that those skilled in the art to 

which my invention appertains may under 
stand how to make and use the same, I will 
describe its construction and operation in de 
tail, referring by number to the accompany 
ing drawings, forming a part of this specifi 
cation, and in which 

Figure 1 is a plan view of my improvement; 
Fig. 2, a side elevation, and Fig. 3 a central 
vertical section. Fig. 4 is a central longitu 
dinal sectional view of the folding rule. 
Similar numbers denote like parts in the 

views of the drawings. 
Heretofore great difficulty has been expe 

rienced by dressmakers and the like in cut 
ting narrow strips of cloth upon a bias and 
maintaining their edges parallel, as all fab 
rics have a tendency to draw from one side 
to the other during the operation of cutting. 
This is obviated and the care necessary to 
keep the edges parallelis overcome by my im 
provement, which is constructed as follows: 

lis a centerboard, preferably twenty-seven 
inches square, to which is hinged upon each 
side extensions 2, of the same width as the 
centerboard and thirteen and one-halfinches 
long. These boards are provided with length 
wise grooves 3, preferably an inch apart in 

the center and a half inch apart upon the 
edges. 
4 are cross-grooves arranged an inch apart, , 

and these grooves and the grooves 3 are of 
such depth and shape as to conveniently ac 
commodate the end of a shear-blade, so as to 
guide the same. 

5 is a rule composed of three lengths, hinged 
together and corresponding in length to the 
length of the sections of the stand-top, so that 
when it is attached to the end of the table the 
ends will be allowed to bend down out of the 
way, and 6 are sharp points projecting from 
the under side of the rule and adapted to fit 
within the small holes in the table for the 
purpose next explained. 
To cut cloth upon the bias and in narrow 

strips, it is folded in the usual manner upon 
the diagonal and cut upon this line, so as to 
obtain a starting-point, when this edge is 
placed parallel with the edge of the stand-top 
and clamped thereon by the pins 6 being 
forced through the cloth and into the small 
holes in said top, the rule acting to clamp 
the goods by friction. The lower point of 
the shears is then placed in a groove which 
is at the proper distance from the edge of the 
stand-top to cut a strip the desired width, 
which may be from one-half inch to twenty 
seven inches, and by following this groove 
with the shears the cloth will be severed upon 
the line of the groove, thereby maintaining 
the parallelism of the two edges of the strip, 
and thisis of great advantage to dressmakers, 
as it enables them to quickly and accurately 
perform this operation. 

If a number of strips are desired to be cut 
at the same time, the goods Will be clamped as 
above described and the line farthest from 
the ruled edge of the stand-top cut, and then 
working inward each strip will be severed 
upon the line desired, so that but One clamp 
ing is necessary for a number of strips. 
To cut cloth in given lengths, the rule 5 is 

removed from the edge of the stand-top and 
the center section thereof placed upon one 
end of the table by placing the points 6 into 
the holes 7 after the cloth has been placed 
upon the stand-top and the shear-blade placed 
in a cross-groove that is at a distance from 
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the clamped edge of the table equal to the 
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length of cloth desired to be severed, when 
by cutting as described in connection with 
the lengthwise grooves the cloth will be sev 
ered upon a square line at right angles to the 
body thereof. 
As the top of the stand is twenty-seven 

inches wide and fifty-four inches long it 
serves as a very convenient rest for dressmak 
ing purposes and obviates the necessity for a 
lap-board, and I also provide drawers Sunder 
the centerpiece for holding small articles, and 
when the stand is out of use for dressmak 
ing purposes the extensions 2 are folded upon 
the center section, forming a square, smooth 
top table, which may be finished so as to be 
Ornamental in order to be used for other pur 
poses. 
The height of the table may be varied by 

means of the shank 9, extending into the hole 
10, formed in the central column 11 of the 
Stand, and this shank is held in any adjust 
ment by the set-screw 12. 13 are feet pro 
jecting upon the central column, and may be 
of any desired shape or size. 

It is obvious that any suitable support for 
the table may be used, such as a screw-exten 
sion similar to piano-stools or any other de 
sired form, without departing from the spirit 
of my invention, which rests in the broad idea, 
of forming a table-top of folding sections hav 
ing lengthwise and crosswise grooves for guid 
ing a pair of shears in cutting cloth. 

IHaving thus fully described my invention, 
What I claim as new and useful is 

1. In a dressmaker's table, a folding top 
provided with longitudinal and transverse 

grooves, apertures in the end and side of Said 
top, a folding rule having lugs adapted to en 
gage the apertures on either the side or the 
end of the table and thereby secure the fab 
ric to the table said rule being foldable at 
such distances as to allow its ends to be bent 
down when it is attached to the end of the 
table, as and for the purpose described. 

2. In a dressmaker's table, a folding top 
provided with longitudinal and transverse 
grooves, apertures in the end and side of said 
top, a folding rule having lugs adapted to en 
gage the apertures on either the side or the 
end of the table and thereby secure the fab 
ric to the table, said rule composed of sections 
corresponding in length to the length of the 
sections of the top, as and for the purpose 
described. 

3. In a device of the character described, a 
folding table-top, apertures in the end and 
side of said top, a folding strip having lugs 
adapted to engage apertures on either side or 
the end of the top, said strip composed of Sec 
tions corresponding in length to the length of 
the sections of the top and being hinged so as 
to allow its ends to be bent down when it is 
attached to the end of the top, as and for the 
purpose described. 
In testimony whereof I have hereunto af 

fixed my signature in the presence of two sub 
scribing witnesses. 

ANNA IL. JONES. 

Witnesses: . 
S. S. WILLIAMSON, 
SAMUEL A. TAYLOR. 
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