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57 Abstract

An access station (10) for presentation of a i
storage container (106) from an automated

storage and retrieval system (1) to an operator
(OP) at the access station. The access station

(10) comprises an access module (20)

comprising a frame (21) defining a drawer
compartment (25) provided within the frame (21)
and a front opening (22) for allowing presentation
of the storage container (106). The access a2
station also comprises a drawer (40) comprising

a drawer base (41) and a drawer front (42). The
access station (10) comprises a safety 108
mechanism (60) located above the front opening

(22) and comprises a cover (61) secured to the
frame (21), a safety plate (62) movable relative to

the cover (61) between a non-activated position

(P1) and an activated position (P2) and a safety
sensor (65) for sensing the movement of the

safety plate (62); wherein the access station (10)

is configured to allow movement of the drawer

(40) relative to the frame (21) when the safety

sensor (65) is sensing that the safety plate (62) is

in its non-activated position (P1) and wherein the
access station (10) is configured to stop or

reverse the movement of the drawer (40) relative

to the frame (21) when the safety sensor (65) has
sensed that the safety plate (62) is in its activated
position (P2).
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Access station comprising safety mechanism

FIELD OF THE INVENTION

The present invention relates to an access station for presentation of a storage
container from an automated storage and retrieval system to an operator at the
access station. The present invention also relates to a method for preventing a
drawer closure in an access station of an automated storage and retrieval system.
The present invention also relates to a method for retrieving a storage container
from or for supplying a storage container to an automated storage and retrieval
system.

BACKGROUND AND PRIOR ART

Fig. 1 discloses a prior art automated storage and retrieval system 1 with a
framework structure 100 and Figs. 2, 3 and 4 disclose three different prior art
container handling vehicles 201,301,401 suitable for operating on such a system 1.

The framework structure 100 comprises upright members 102 and a storage volume
comprising storage columns 105 arranged in rows between the upright members
102. In these storage columns 105 storage containers 106, also known as bins, are
stacked one on top of one another to form stacks 107. The members 102 may
typically be made of metal, e.g. extruded aluminum profiles.

The framework structure 100 of the automated storage and retrieval system 1
comprises a rail system 108 arranged across the top of framework structure 100, on
which rail system 108 a plurality of container handling vehicles 201,301,401 may
be operated to raise storage containers 106 from, and lower storage containers 106
into, the storage columns 105, and also to transport the storage containers 106
above the storage columns 105. The rail system 108 comprises a first set of parallel
rails 110 arranged to guide movement of the container handling vehicles
201,301,401 in a first direction X across the top of the frame structure 100, and a
second set of parallel rails 111 arranged perpendicular to the first set of rails 110 to
guide movement of the container handling vehicles 201,301,401 in a second
direction ¥ which is perpendicular to the first direction X. Containers 106 stored in
the columns 105 are accessed by the container handling vehicles 201,301,401
through access openings 112 in the rail system 108. The container handling vehicles
201,301,401 can move laterally above the storage columns 105, i.e. in a plane which
is parallel to the horizontal X-Y plane.

The upright members 102 of the framework structure 100 may be used to guide the
storage containers during raising of the containers out from and lowering of the



10

15

20

25

30

35

347078

containers into the columns 105. The stacks 107 of containers 106 are typically self-
supporting.

Each prior art container handling vehicle 201,301,401 comprises a vehicle body
201a,301a,401a and first and second sets of wheels 201b, 201¢, 301b,
301¢,401b,401¢ which enable the lateral movement of the container handling
vehicles 201,301,401 in the X direction and in the ¥ direction, respectively. In
Figs. 2, 3 and 4 two wheels in each set are fully visible. The first set of wheels
201b,301b,401b is arranged to engage with two adjacent rails of the first set 110 of
rails, and the second set of wheels 201¢,301¢,401c¢ is arranged to engage with two
adjacent rails of the second set 111 of rails. At least one of the sets of wheels 201b,
201c, 301b,301¢,401b,401c¢ can be lifted and lowered, so that the first set of wheels
201b,301b,401b and/or the second set of wheels 201¢,301¢,401¢ can be engaged
with the respective set of rails 110, 111 at any one time.

Each prior art container handling vehicle 201,301,401 also comprises a lifting
device for vertical transportation of storage containers 106, e.g. raising a storage
container 106 from, and lowering a storage container 106 into, a storage column
105. The lifting device comprises one or more gripping / engaging devices which
are adapted to engage a storage container 106, and which gripping / engaging
devices can be lowered from the vehicle 201,301,401 so that the position of the
gripping / engaging devices with respect to the vehicle 201,301,401 can be adjusted
in a third direction Z which is orthogonal the first direction X and the second
direction Y. Parts of the gripping device of the container handling vehicles 301,401
are shown in Figs. 3 and 4 indicated with reference number 304,404. The gripping
device of the container handling device 201 is located within the vehicle body 201a
in Fig. 2 and is thus not shown.

Conventionally, and also for the purpose of this application, Z=1 identifies the
uppermost layer available for storage containers below the rails 110,111, i.e. the
layer immediately below the rail system 108, Z=2 the second layer below the rail
system 108, Z=3 the third layer etc. In the exemplary prior art disclosed in Fig. 1,
Z=T7 identifies the lowermost, bottom layer of storage containers. Similarly, X=1...n
and Y=1...n identifies the position of each storage column 105 in the horizontal
plane. Consequently, as an example, and using the Cartesian coordinate system X
Y, Z indicated in Fig. 1, the storage container identified as 106’ in Fig. 1 can be said
to occupy storage position X=17, Y=1, Z=5. The container handling vehicles
201,301,401 can be said to travel in layer Z=0, and each storage column 105 can be
identified by its X and Y coordinates. Thus, the storage containers shown in Fig. 1
extending above the rail system 108 are also said to be arranged in layer Z=0.

The storage volume of the framework structure 100 has often been referred to as a
grid 104, where the possible storage positions within this grid are referred to as
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storage cells. Each storage column may be identified by a position in an X- and Y-
direction, while each storage cell may be identified by a container number in the X-,
Y- and Z-direction.

Each prior art container handling vehicle 201,301,401 comprises a storage
compartment or space for receiving and stowing a storage container 106 when
transporting the storage container 106 across the rail system 108. The storage space
may comprise a cavity arranged internally within the vehicle body 201a,401a as
shown in Figs. 2 and 4 and as described in e.g. WO2015/193278A1 and
WO02019/206487A1, the contents of which are incorporated herein by reference.

Fig. 3 shows an alternative configuration of a container handling vehicle 301 with a
cantilever construction. Such a vehicle is described in detail in e.g. NO317366, the
contents of which are also incorporated herein by reference.

The cavity container handling vehicle 201 shown in Fig. 2 may have a footprint that
covers an area with dimensions in the X and Y directions which is generally equal
to the lateral extent of a storage column 105, e.g. as is described in
WO2015/193278A1, the contents of which are incorporated herein by reference.
The term ‘lateral’ used herein may mean ‘horizontal’.

Alternatively, the cavity container handling vehicles 401 may have a footprint
which is larger than the lateral area defined by a storage column 105 as shown in
Fig. 1 and 4, e.g. as is disclosed in WO2014/090684A1 or W0O2019/206487A1.

The rail system 108 typically comprises rails with grooves in which the wheels of
the vehicles run. Alternatively, the rails may comprise upwardly protruding
elements, where the wheels of the vehicles comprise flanges to prevent derailing.
These grooves and upwardly protruding elements are collectively known as tracks.
Each rail may comprise one track, or each rail 110,111 may comprise two parallel
tracks. In other rail systems 108, each rail in one direction (e.g. an X direction) may
comprise one track and each rail in the other, perpendicular direction (e.g. a Y
direction) may comprise two tracks. Each rail 110,111 may also comprise two track
members that are fastened together, each track member providing one of a pair of
tracks provided by each rail.

WO02018/146304A1, the contents of which are incorporated herein by reference,
illustrates a typical configuration of rail system 108 comprising rails and parallel
tracks in both X and Y directions.

In the framework structure 100, a majority of the columns 105 are storage columns
105, i.e. columns 105 where storage containers 106 are stored in stacks 107.
However, some columns 105 may have other purposes. In Fig. 1, columns 119 and
120 are such special-purpose columns used by the container handling vehicles
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201,301,401 to drop off and/or pick up storage containers 106 so that they can be
transported to an access station (not shown) where the storage containers 106 can be
accessed from outside of the framework structure 100 or transferred out of or into
the framework structure 100. Within the art, such a location is normally referred to
as a ‘port’ and the column in which the port is located may be referred to as a ‘port
column’ 119,120. The transportation to the access station may be in any direction,
that is horizontal, tilted and/or vertical. For example, the storage containers 106
may be placed in a random or dedicated column 105 within the framework structure
100, then picked up by any container handling vehicle and transported to a port
column 119,120 for further transportation to an access station. The transportation
from the port to the access station may require movement along various different
directions, by means such as delivery vehicles, trolleys or other transportation lines.
Note that the term ‘tilted” means transportation of storage containers 106 having a
general transportation orientation somewhere between horizontal and vertical.

In Fig. 1, the first port column 119 may for example be a dedicated drop-off port
column where the container handling vehicles 201,301,401 can drop off storage
containers 106 to be transported to an access or a transfer station, and the second
port column 120 may be a dedicated pick-up port column where the container
handling vehicles 201,301,401 can pick up storage containers 106 that have been
transported from an access or a transfer station.

The access station may typically be a picking or a stocking station where product
items are removed from or positioned into the storage containers 106. In a picking
or a stocking station, the storage containers 106 are normally not removed from the
automated storage and retrieval system 1, but are returned into the framework
structure 100 again once accessed. A port can also be used for transferring storage
containers to another storage facility (e.g. to another framework structure or to
another automated storage and retrieval system), to a transport vehicle (e.g. a train
or a lorry), or to a production facility.

A conveyor system comprising conveyors is normally employed to transport the
storage containers between the port columns 119,120 and the access station.

If the port columns 119,120 and the access station are located at different levels, the
conveyor system may comprise a lift device with a vertical component for
transporting the storage containers 106 vertically between the port column 119,120
and the access station.

The conveyor system may be arranged to transfer storage containers 106 between
different framework structures, e.g. as is described in W0O2014/075937A1, the
contents of which are incorporated herein by reference.
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When a storage container 106 stored in one of the columns 105 disclosed in Fig. 1 is
to be accessed, one of the container handling vehicles 201,301,401 is instructed to
retrieve the target storage container 106 from its position and transport it to the
drop-off port column 119. This operation involves moving the container handling
vehicle 201,301,401 to a location above the storage column 105 in which the target
storage container 106 is positioned, retrieving the storage container 106 from the
storage column 105 using the container handling vehicle’s 201,301,401 lifting
device (not shown), and transporting the storage container 106 to the drop-off port
column 119. If the target storage container 106 is located deep within a stack 107,
i.e. with one or a plurality of other storage containers 106 positioned above the
target storage container 106, the operation also involves temporarily moving the
above-positioned storage containers prior to lifting the target storage container 106
from the storage column 105. This step, which is sometimes referred to as “digging”
within the art, may be performed with the same container handling vehicle that is
subsequently used for transporting the target storage container to the drop-off port
column 119, or with one or a plurality of other cooperating container handling
vehicles. Alternatively, or in addition, the automated storage and retrieval system 1
may have container handling vehicles 201,301,401 specifically dedicated to the task
of temporarily removing storage containers 106 from a storage column 105. Once
the target storage container 106 has been removed from the storage column 105, the
temporarily removed storage containers 106 can be repositioned into the original
storage column 105. However, the removed storage containers 106 may
alternatively be relocated to other storage columns 105.

When a storage container 106 is to be stored in one of the columns 105, one of the
container handling vehicles 201,301,401 is instructed to pick up the storage
container 106 from the pick-up port column 120 and transport it to a location above
the storage column 105 where it is to be stored. After any storage containers 106
positioned at or above the target position within the stack 107 have been removed,
the container handling vehicle 201,301,401 positions the storage container 106 at
the desired position. The removed storage containers 106 may then be lowered back
into the storage column 105, or relocated to other storage columns 105.

For monitoring and controlling the automated storage and retrieval system 1, e.g.
monitoring and controlling the location of respective storage containers 106 within
the framework structure 100, the content of each storage container 106; and the
movement of the container handling vehicles 201,301,401 so that a desired storage
container 106 can be delivered to the desired location at the desired time without
the container handling vehicles 201,301,401 colliding with each other, the
automated storage and retrieval system 1 comprises a control system 500 which
typically is computerized and which typically comprises a database for keeping
track of the storage containers 106.
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Access stations represents a safety risk, as the operators are vulnerable to pinch
injuries of hands/fingers when parts of the access station are moving. Some access
stations are “internal”, i.e. they are used by operators which have been educated
with respect to safety during use of the access station. However, some access
stations are “external”, i.e. they are used by customers picking up products they
have ordered. Such external access stations are commonly referred to as pick-up
points or pick-up stations. These customers have not been educated with respect to
safety, and hence, extra safety measures should be present to avoid pinch injuries.

CN 112978163 describes a warehouse-in and warehouse-out system and a control
method. The warehouse-in and warehouse-out system comprises a safety door
device, a lifting mechanism, a storage box, a sealing door device and a translation
mechanism, wherein the safety door device comprises a safety door and a first
driving mechanism capable of driving the safety door to be opened and closed; the
lifting mechanism is arranged in the safety door and can drive the storage box to
vertically move between a first position and a second position; a plurality of
accommodating cavities are formed in the top surface of the storage box, and the
diameters and/or depths of the accommodating cavities are not completely the same;
the sealing door device comprises a sealing door and a second driving mechanism
capable of driving the sealing door to be opened and closed, and the first position is
located outside the sealing door; and the translation mechanism can drive the
storage box to horizontally move between the first position and the third position,
and the third position is located in the sealing door.

WO 2017/211596 describes an access station with a drawer, where a storage
container can be lowered into the drawer or retrieved from the drawer when the
drawer is closed, and where the storage container can be accessed by a person when
the drawer is open. This access station may be used as an internal access station.
This access station may also comprise a user interface via which a customer may get
access to the access station. Hence, this access station may also be used as an
external access station. The drawer has a handle for manually opening/closing the
drawer.

The AutoStore SwingPort (https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YycttBTySNg)
comprises two horizontally sliding covers which are entirely preventing access to
the storage container during movement of the storage container. Consequently, there
is a first waiting period from the picking operation is finished until the storage
container can move (as the sliding covers must close), and there is a second waiting
period from the next storage container is in the picking position until the picking
may start (as the sliding covers must open).

Other access stations comprise a cover inserted around the access opening to the
storage container in the port. If a hand or other object is present when the storage



10

15

20

25

30

35

347078

container is moved, the cover will move relative to other parts of the access station.
This relative movement of the cover will be sensed by a sensor, which then stops
the movement of the storage container within the access station. In case of an
incident causing the cover to move, the cover must be moved back to its original
position before the access station can operated as normal again.

One object of the present invention is to provide an access station wherein the
access opening to the storage container can be opened and closed automatically.

One object of the present invention is to provide an access station wherein the risk
of pinch injuries is reduced.

One object of the present invention is to provide a more efficient access station.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

The present invention relates to an access station for presentation of a storage
container from an automated storage and retrieval system to an operator at the
access station, wherein the access station comprises:

- an access module comprising a frame defining a drawer compartment provided
within the frame and a front opening for allowing presentation of the storage
container;- a drawer comprising a drawer base and a drawer front, wherein the
drawer is movably connected to the frame and wherein the drawer base comprises a
support on which the storage container can be supported;

- a first actuator for moving the drawer relative to the frame between a presentation
position in which the drawer is protruding through the front opening of the frame
and a retracted position in which the drawer is retracted within the drawer
compartment;

characterized in that the access station comprises a safety mechanism located above
the front opening;

wherein the safety mechanism comprises:

- a cover secured to the frame;

- a safety plate movable relative to the cover between a non-activated position and
an activated position,;

- a safety sensor for sensing the movement of the safety plate;

wherein the access station is configured to allow movement of the drawer relative to
the frame when the safety sensor is sensing that the safety plate is in its non-
activated position and wherein the access station is configured to stop or reverse the
movement of the drawer relative to the frame when the safety sensor has sensed that
the safety plate is in its activated position.
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In one aspect, the cover is secured to the frame above the front opening.

Hence, an object protruding up from the storage container when the drawer is
moving from the presentation position to the retracted position will push the safety
plate from the non-activated position to the activated position, hence causing the
movement of the drawer to stop or reverse.

In one aspect, the safety plate is preventing the storage container from being
retrieved from the drawer when the safety plate is in the non-activated position.

In one aspect, the safety plate is positioned partially above the storage container
when the drawer is in the presentation position and the safety plate is in the non-
activated position.

As used herein, the storage container has an upper proximal side edge and an upper
distal side edge. The upper proximal side edge is proximal, i.e. closer to, the drawer
front than the upper distal side edge. As the storage container is located within the
drawer, the upper proximal side edge will also be proximal, i.e. closer to, the
operator than the upper distal side edge.

In one aspect, the safety plate is positioned partially above an upper distal side edge
of the storage container, the upper distal side edge being distal to the drawer front
when the drawer is in the presentation position and the safety plate is in the non-
activated position.

In one aspect, the safety plate is preventing the storage container from being
retrieved from the drawer when the safety plate is in the activated position.

In one aspect, the safety plate is positioned partially above the storage container
when the drawer is in the presentation position and the safety plate is in the
activated position.

In one aspect, the safety plate is positioned partially above an upper distal side edge
of the storage container, the upper distal side edge being distal to the drawer front
when the drawer is in the presentation position and the safety plate is in the
activated position.

In one aspect, the presentation position is the position of the drawer in which the
drawer front is furthest away from the front opening.
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In one aspect, the drawer front is vertically aligned with the front opening in the
retracted position. Alternatively, the drawer front may be retracted further into the
drawer compartment than the front opening.

In one aspect, the access station comprises a control system configured to control
the first actuator based on signals from the safety sensor.

In one aspect, the access station comprises a user interface, wherein the control
system is configured to control the first actuator based on user input from the user
interface and based on signals from the safety sensor.

In one aspect, the first actuator is a two-way actuator for moving the drawer from
the presentation position to the retracted position and for moving the drawer from
the retracted position to the presentation position. Alternatively, the first actuator
comprises two one-way actuators, the first one for moving the drawer from the
presentation position to the retracted position and a second one for moving the
drawer from the retracted position to the presentation position.

In one aspect, the user interface is used to initiate the movement of the drawer from
the presentation position to the retracted position.

In one aspect, the user interface is used to initiate the movement of the drawer from
the retracted position to the presentation position.

In one aspect, the control system is provided in communication with a control
system of the automated storage and retrieval system.

In one aspect, the frame comprises a guard defining an upper border of the front
opening.

In case of external access stations, the purpose of the guard is typically to protect
the access station from tampering etc. However, in case of internal access stations,
the purpose of the guard may be to help prevent non-intended access to moving
parts as well as to strengthen the frame mechanically.

In one aspect, the cover is at least partially forming the guard and wherein the
safety mechanism is configured to trip in order to prevent an object from being
squeezed between the drawer front and the guard during movement of the drawer
from the presentation position to the retracted position.

In one aspect, the safety mechanism is also configured to prevent an object from
being squeezed between an upper proximal side edge of the storage container, the
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upper proximal side edge being proximal to the drawer front, and the guard during
movement of the drawer from the presentation position to the retracted position.

In one aspect, the safety plate is further movable relative to the cover to a container
handling position when the drawer is in the presentation position; wherein the
storage container may be retrieved from the drawer and/or the storage container
may be inserted into the drawer when the safety plate is in the container handling
position; and/or wherein the access station is configured to prevent movement of the
drawer relative to the frame when the safety sensor is sensing that the safety plate is
in the container handling position.

In one aspect, the container handling position and the activated position is the same
position. Alternatively, the container handling position is different from the
activated position. In one embodiment, the activated position is an intermediate
position between the non-activated position and the container handling position.

In one aspect, the safety plate comprises a handle for manually moving the safety
plate between the non-activated position and the activated position or for manually
moving the safety plate between the non-activated position, the activated position
and the container handling position.

In one aspect, the access module comprises a top opening through which a storage
container is retrievable from the drawer and through which a storage container is
receivable by the drawer, and wherein the safety plate is at least partially
obstructing the top opening in the activated position or in the container handling
position.

Hence, unintentional collisions between storage containers and/or unintentional
jamming of storage containers in the access station may be prevented.

The guard may also, together with other parts, protect the operator from pinching
injuries caused by the storage container and/or the gripping device of the container
handling vehicle moving vertically above the top opening.

In one aspect, the safety mechanism comprises a releasable lock for preventing the
safety plate to move to the container handling position, wherein the access station is
configured to release the releasable lock if a predetermined condition is fulfilled.

In case of external access stations, insertion and/or retrieval of storage containers
are normally not allowed and the releasable lock may be set as default to be locked.
However, should an incident occur, an operator may be allowed to release the lock
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by inputting an access code via the user interface, by using a key etc. in order to
move the safety plate to the container handling position, for example for removing a
jammed storage container. In case of internal access stations, insertion and/or
retrieval of storage containers are normally allowed, and the access station may not
have a releasable lock or the releasable lock may be set as default to be released.

In one aspect, the safety plate is a rectangular, flat body slidably mounted to the
cover.

In one aspect, the safety plate is slidably mounted below the cover.

In one aspect, the cover comprises guides for guiding the safety plate relative to the
cover.

In one aspect, the safety sensor is an electromagnetic sensor. In one aspect, the
sensor comprises two parts, a first sensor part fastened to the cover and a second
sensor part fastened to the safety plate. When the first part is in contact with the
second part, the safety sensor senses that the safety plate is in the non-activated
position.

According to the above, the safety mechanism will provide safety even during a
container handling operation in which storage containers are inserted into the
drawer or retrieved from the drawer, as the access station will require the flap to be
moved back to the initial non-activated position before the drawer will close to
allow the storage container to be lifted away from the drawer by a container
handling vehicle or to allow a storage container to be received in the drawer by a
container handling vehicle. In prior art, safety mechanisms to avoid pinch injuries
must be disabled or physically removed to allow the above container handling
operation.

The term “operator” is used herein to describe a person or robot which is
performing a picking operation, i.e. to pick one or more product items from a
storage container, or a supplying operation, i.e. to insert one or more product items
into the storage container. The term “operator” is also used herein to describe a
person or robot which are performing a container supplying operation, i.e. to insert
a storage container into the access station, or a container retrieval operation, i.e. to
retrieve a storage container from the access station.

The term “container handling” and “container handling operation” are used herein
to describe the action of supplying storage containers to the automated storage and
retrieval system and/or the action of retrieving storage containers from the
automated storage and retrieval system. The storage containers may be filled with
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product items, or they may be empty. Hence, this term is not used to describe the
actions performed by the container handling vehicles operating on the rail system
on top of the framework structure — these container handling vehicles are moving
storage containers which has already been supplied into the system.

In one aspect, the support of the drawer is defined with a front position and a rear
position; wherein the access station comprises a second actuator for moving the
storage container from the front position to the rear position; and wherein the
storage container is presented to the operator when the storage container is in the
front position and when the drawer is in the presentation position.

In one aspect, the storage container in the rear position is positioned below the top
opening when the drawer is in the presentation position.

In one aspect, the storage container in the front position is positioned below the top
opening when the drawer is in the retracted position.

In one aspect, the frame comprises vertical side guiding plates for guiding sides
edges of the drawer front as it extends out to the presentation position and as it
retracts to the retracted position.

In one aspect, the vertical side guiding plates are a snug fit to the drawer front to
reduce gaps and a possible risk of crushing fingers/hands during movement of the
drawer. In one aspect, a resilient material is positioned between the guiding plates
and the drawer front to reduce gaps and risks further.

In one aspect, the frame comprises a lower horizontal guiding plate for guiding a
lower edge of the drawer front as it extends out to the presentation position and as it
retracts to the retracted position. Also this lower guiding plate is a snug fit to the
drawer front to reduce risk of crushing fingers/hands during movement of the
drawer.

The side guiding plates and the lower guiding plate are fixed in relation to the
access module and the automated storage and retrieval system and is therefore
visible for the operator and other persons working near the framework structure of
the system. Hence, when the drawer is moved from the retracted position to the
presentation position, this movement will not create a surprising obstacle for nearby
personnel, as the drawer front is moved in the space between the vertical guiding
plates and the lower, horizontal guiding plate.

In one aspect, the side guiding plates, the lower guiding plate and the guard together
define the borders of the front opening.
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The present invention also relates to a method for preventing a drawer closure in an
access station of an automated storage and retrieval system, wherein the method
comprises the following steps:

a) receiving a first storage container in a drawer when the drawer is in a retracted
position within an access module;

b) moving the drawer to a presentation position in which the first storage container
is presented to the operator;

cl) moving the drawer to a retracted position within the access module if a safety
plate is maintained in a non-activated position; and/or

c2) stopping/reversing the movement of the drawer if the safety plate is moved to an
activated position.

The present invention relates to a method for retrieving a storage container from or
for supplying a storage container to an automated storage and retrieval system,
wherein the method comprises the following steps:

a) moving a drawer from a retracted position within an access module to a
presentation position;

b) moving a safety plate of a safety mechanism to a container handling position;

¢) retrieving the storage container from the drawer or supplying the storage
container to the drawer;

d) moving the safety plate to a non-activated position of the safety mechanism;

e) moving the drawer from the presentation position to the retracted position,;

f) moving the storage container between the drawer and a storage column within the
automated storage and retrieval system by means of a container handling vehicle.

When retrieving a storage container from the system, steps a)-f) are performed in
sequence. When supplying a storage container to the system, step f) is performed
first, then steps a)-e) are performed.

In one aspect, step e) further comprises the step of:
- stopping or reversing the movement of the drawer from the presentation position
to the retracted position if the safety plate is moved to an activated position.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

Following drawings are appended to facilitate the understanding of the invention. The
drawings show embodiments of the invention, which will now be described by way of
example only, where:

Fig. 1 is a perspective view of a framework structure of a prior art automated

storage and retrieval system.
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Fig. 2 is a perspective view of a prior art container handling vehicle having an

internally arranged cavity for carrying storage containers therein.

Fig. 3 is a perspective view of a prior art container handling vehicle having a

cantilever for carrying storage containers underneath.

Fig. 4 is a perspective view, seen from below, of a prior art container handling

vehicle having an internally arranged cavity for carrying storage containers therein.

Fig. 5ais a perspective side view of an access station with its drawer in its
presentation position, wherein parts of the frame have been removed to be able to
see the drawer.

Fig. 5b is a perspective side view of the access station with the drawer in its
retracted position.

Fig. 6a is a perspective side view of a safety mechanism and parts of the access

module and the drawer, wherein the safety plate is in the non-activated position.

Fig. 6b corresponds to fig. 6a, wherein the safety plate is moved from its non-

activated position towards its activated position.

Fig. 6¢ corresponds to fig. 6a and fig. 6b, wherein the safety mechanism is set in an

override mode.

Fig. 7 illustrates the safety mechanism from below. It should be noted that both the

non-activated position and the activated position of the safety plate is indicated.

Fig. 8a illustrates the drawer in the presentation position, with a product item

protruding from the storage container.

Fig. 8b illustrates the drawer being moved to a position in which the product item is

in contact with the safety plate.

Fig. 8c illustrates the drawer being moved to a position in which the product item

has moved the safety plate to an activated position.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE INVENTION

In the following, embodiments of the invention will be discussed in more detail

with reference to the appended drawings. It should be understood, however, that the
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drawings are not intended to limit the invention to the subject-matter depicted in the

drawings.

The framework structure 100 of the automated storage and retrieval system 1 is
constructed in a similar manner to the prior art framework structure 100 described
above in connection with Figs. 1-3. That is, the framework structure 100 comprises
a number of upright members 102, and comprises a first, upper rail system 108
extending in the X direction and Y direction. The framework structure 100 may also
be of the type shown in W02021198036, W02021197941, W02021197942,
WO02021198170 or similar storage systems.

The framework structure 100 further comprises storage compartments in the form of
storage columns 105 provided between the members 102 wherein storage containers
106 are stackable in stacks 107 within the storage columns 105.

The framework structure 100 can be of any size. In particular it is understood that
the framework structure can be considerably wider and/or longer and/or deeper than
disclosed in Fig. 1. For example, the framework structure 100 may have a horizontal
extent of more than 700x700 columns and a storage depth of more than twelve
containers.

It is now referred to fig. Sa and fig 5b, wherein it is shown an access station 10. The
access station 10 is at least partially integrated with the framework structure 100 of
the automated storage and retrieval system 1 shown in fig. 1.

Access module 20, drawer 40 and actuators 71, 72

The access station 10 comprises an access module 20 comprising a frame 21
defining a drawer compartment 25 provided within the frame 21. The frame 21 is
defined with a front opening 22 for accessing the drawer compartment 25 from the
front side and is defined with a top opening 26 for accessing the drawer
compartment 25 from above. The top opening 26 is located below one of the storage
columns 105 of the system 1, as indicated by dotted lines in fig. Sa. Hence, the
column above the top opening 26, indicated as column 105a in fig. 5a, is not a
storage column 105, the column 105 serves as a transportation column through
which one of the container handling vehicles 201, 301, 401 may insert a storage
container into the access station by lowering it down through the column 105a and
further through the top opening 26 and/or retrieve a storage container from the
access station by lifting it through the top opening 26 and further up through the
column 105a.



10

15

20

25

30

35

347078

16

In fig. Sa it is shown that the frame 21 comprises lintels 28 for supporting vertical
members 102 of the framework structure 100. In fig. 6a, one vertical member 102 is
shown supported by the frame 21.

The access station 10 further comprises a drawer 40 comprising a drawer base 41
and a drawer front 42, wherein the drawer 40 is movably connected to the frame 21
and wherein the drawer base 41 comprises a support 44 on which the storage
container 106 can be supported.

The access station 10 further comprises a first actuator 71 for moving the drawer 40
relative to the frame 21 between a presentation position PP in which the drawer 40
is protruding through the front opening 22 of the frame 21, shown in fig. 5a, and a
retracted position RP in which the drawer 40 is retracted within the drawer
compartment 25, as shown in fig. 5b.

In the present embodiment, the support 44 of the drawer 40 is defined with a front
position Al and a rear position A2. The access station 10 further comprises a
second actuator 72 for moving the storage container 106 from the front position Al
to the rear position A2 relative to the support 44. The support 44 may comprise
rollers, wheels, rails etc. to ease the movement of the storage container.

The storage container 106 is presented to the operator OP when the storage
container 106 is in the front position A1 and when the drawer 40 is in the
presentation position PP. If there is a storage container present in the rear position
A2, it will be positioned below the top opening 26 when the drawer 40 is in the
presentation position PP. Typically, the storage container 106 in the rear position
A2 will be lifted out via the top opening 26 during the period of time the storage
container in the front position Al is presented to the operator.

When the drawer 40 is in the retracted position RP, the storage container in the
front position Al is positioned below the top opening 26. Typically, a storage
container will be lifted down through the top opening 26 and into the front position
A1 when the drawer 40 is in the retracted position RP.

Preferably, the storage container in the front position A1 is moved to the rear
position A2 when the drawer is in the retracted position RP. It is also possible that
the storage container in the front position Al is moved to the rear position A2
during the movement of the drawer 40 from the presentation position PP to the
retracted position RP.

The frame 21 comprises vertical side guiding plates 22b for guiding sides edges of
the drawer front 42 as it extends out to the presentation position PP and as it retracts
to the retracted position RP. The vertical side guiding plates are a snug fit to the
drawer front to reduce gaps and a possible risk of crushing fingers/hands during
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movement of the drawer. The frame 21 also comprises a lower horizontal guiding
plate 22¢ for guiding a lower edge of the drawer front 42 as it extends out to the
presentation position PP and as it retracts to the retracted position RP. Also this
lower guiding plate is a snug fit to the drawer front to reduce risk of crushing
fingers/hands during movement of the drawer.

The side guiding plates and the lower guiding plate are fixed in relation to the
access module and the framework structure 100 of the automated storage and
retrieval system 1 and is therefore visible for the operator and other persons
working near the framework structure of the system. Hence, when the drawer 40 is
moved from the retracted position RP to the presentation position PP, this
movement will not create a surprising obstacle for nearby personnel, as the drawer
front 42 is moved in the space between the vertical guiding plates and the lower,
horizontal guiding plate.

In fig. 6a, it is shown that the frame 21 comprises a guard 22d. The guard 22d,
together with the side guiding plates and the lower guiding define the borders of the
front opening. When the drawer 40 is in the retracted position RP, the front 42 of
the drawer 40 is closing the front opening 22.

User interface 70 and control system 75

The access station 10 further comprises a user interface 70 and a control system 75.
The control system 75 is provided in communication with the user interface 70, the
first actuator 71 and the second actuator 72. The control system 75 is provided in
communication with a control system 500 of the automated storage and retrieval
system 1 and/or the container handling vehicles 201, 301, 401. In this way, the
lowering/elevating of the storage containers through the transportation column 105a
and the top opening 26 is coordinated with the movement of the drawer 40 between
the presentation position PP and the retracted position RP and with the movement of
the storage container between the front position Al and the rear position A2.

Safety mechanism 60

The access station 10 further comprises a safety mechanism 60, generally indicated
as a breadbin-like structure in fig. Sa and fig. 5b. The safety mechanism 60 is
located above the front opening 22.

It is now referred to fig. 6a. Here, it is shown that the safety mechanism 60
comprises a cover 61 secured to the frame 21. In the present embodiment, the cover
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61 is secured to the guard 22d. However, the cover 61 may alternatively be
integrated with the guard 22d.

The safety mechanism 60 further comprises a safety plate 62 in the form of a
rectangular, flat body. In fig. 7, it is shown that the cover 61 comprises guides 63
for guiding a sliding movement of the safety plate 62 relative to the cover 61. The
safety plate 62 comprises a handle 66 for manually moving the safety plate 62
relative to the cover 61.

The safety mechanism 60 further comprises a safety sensor 65 for sensing the
movement of the safety plate 62. In the present embodiment, the safety sensor 65 is
an electromagnetic sensor comprising two parts, a first sensor part 65a fastened to
the cover 61 and a second sensor part 65b fastened to the safety plate. The safety
sensor 65 is provided in communication with the control system 75.

In fig. 6a, the storage container 106 is shown with an upper proximal side edge 106a
being proximal to the drawer front 42 and an upper distal side edge 106b being
distal to the drawer front 42. It is also shown that the safety plate 62 is located
immediately above the upper distal side edge 106b. Hence, it is not possible for the
operator to insert fingers in the narrow vertical gap defined between upper distal
side edge 106b and the safety plate 62.

The safety mechanism 60 also comprises a releasable lock 67 for preventing the
safety plate 62 to move relative to the cover 61.

The function of the safety mechanism 60

How the storage container 106 is moved internally within the access station 10 and
how the storage container 106 is moved between the access station 10 and the
storage column 105 within the framework structure 100 has been described above.
The function of the safety mechanism 60 will now be described.

Initially, it should be noted that the present access station 10 has two main
purposes. First, the access station 10 is opening the drawer 40 to present the storage
container 106 to an operator OP, for the purpose of picking a product item 80 from
the presented storage container 106, or for the purpose of inserting the product item
80 into the presented storage container 106. Second, the access station 10 is opening
the drawer 40 to present the storage container to the operator for the purpose of
retrieving the entire storage container from the access station, or the access station
10 is opening the drawer 40 for the purpose of inserting or supplying a storage
container to the access station.
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The safety mechanism during a picking/supplying operation will first be described.
It is now referred to fig. 6a and fig. 8a, wherein the drawer is in the presentation
position PP. Here, the safety plate 62 is in a non-activated position P1. As the safety
plate 62 is located above the upper distal side edge 106b, it is not possible for the
operator to lift the storage container 106 out from the drawer. The safety plate 62
may be locked in this position P1 by means of the locking mechanism 67 when the
drawer is in the presentation position PP.

The operator now inserts the product item 80 into the storage container 106. As
shown in fig. 8a, the product item 80 projects up from the storage container 106.
The operator now uses the user interface 70 to initiate the closing of the drawer 40.
It should be noted that when the drawer 40 starts to move, the locking mechanism
67 releases the safety plate 62, thereby allowing the safety plate 62 to move. Again,
it is not possible for the operator to lift the storage container 106 out from the
drawer 40, as the drawer is moving the storage container towards the drawer
compartment.

It is now referred to fig. 8b. Here, the product item 80 is brought into contact with
the safety plate 62. The safety plate 62 is still in the non-activated position P1.

It is now referred to fig. 8c. Here, the movement of the drawer 40 has caused the
product item 80 to push the safety plate 62 to an activated position P2. Now, the
first part 65a of the sensor 65 has been moved away from the second part 65b of the
sensor, and this is communicated to the control system 75. The control system 75
now controls the first actuator 71 to stop or reverse the movement of the drawer 40.

It is now referred to fig. 6b. Fingers present in the gap indicated as “GAP” will
bring the safety plate 62 from the non-activated position P1 (of fig. 6a) to the
activated position P2 (of fig. 6b) as the drawer 40 is moving towards the retracted
position RP.

Consequently, as shown and described above, the safety mechanism 60 prevents
injuries when the access station is used to pick product items from the storage
container and/or when the access station is used to insert product items into the
storage container.

The safety mechanism during a container supplying/retrieving operation will now
be described.

It is now referred to fig. 6¢. Similar to fig. 6a, the drawer 40 here is in the
presentation position PP. However, the safety plate 62 is here moved to a container
handling position P3 by means of the handle 66.
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In this container handling position P3, the safety plate 62 is pushed away from the
upper distal side edge 106b, thereby allowing the storage container 106 to be lifted
up from the drawer 40, alternatively allowing a storage container 106 to be inserted
into the drawer 40.

It should be noted that this will require the locking mechanism 67 to be released.
This can be done by inputting an access code via the user interface, by using a key
etc. It should further be noted that it is not possible for the operator to start the
movement of the drawer 40 via the user interface when the safety plate 62 is in the
container handling position P3. Hence, when the operator has either retrieved the
storage container from the drawer or has inserted the storage container from the
drawer, the operator must pull the safety plate 62 to the first position P1 before it is
possible for the operator to start the movement of the drawer 40 via the user
interface.

It should further be noted that in fig. 6¢, the safety plate 62 is partially obstructing
the top opening 26. This may be an extra safety measure, to prevent movement of a
storage container through the top opening 26.

Alternative embodiments

It should be noted that the locking mechanism 67 is not an essential feature. When
the access station 10 is an internal access station, the locking mechanism will
typically not be present, or it may be turned off, allowing the operator to use the
handle 66 to push the safety plate 62 to the container handling position P3 without
inputting an access code, using a key etc. However, for external access stations, the
locking mechanism 67 is preferred.

In the preceding description, various aspects of the access station according to the
invention have been described with reference to the illustrative embodiment. For
purposes of explanation, specific numbers, systems and configurations were set
forth in order to provide a thorough understanding of the system and its workings.
However, this description is not intended to be construed in a limiting sense.
Various modifications and variations of the illustrative embodiment, as well as
other embodiments of the system, which are apparent to persons skilled in the art to
which the disclosed subject matter pertains, are deemed to lie within the scope of

the present invention.
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LIST OF REFERENCE NUMBERS

1

20
21
22
22b
22¢
22d
25
26
28
40
41
42
44
60
61
62
63
65
65a
65b
66
67
70
71
72
75
80
100
102
104
105
105a
106
106a
106b
106’
107

Prior Art Automated Storage And Retrieval System
Access Module

Frame

Front Opening

Vertical Side Guiding Plates
Lower Horizontal Guiding Plate
Guard

Drawer Compartment

Top Opening

Lintels

Drawer

Drawer Base

Drawer Front

Support

Safety Mechanism

Cover

Safety Plate

Guides

Safety Sensor

First Sensor Part

Second Sensor Part

Handle

Releasable Locking Mechanism
User Interface

First Actuator

Second Actuator

Control System

Product Item

Framework Structure

Upright Members Of Framework Structure
Storage Grid

Storage Column

Transportation Column

Storage Container

Upper Proximal Side Edge
Upper Distal Side Edge
Particular Position Of Storage Container
Stack
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Rail System

Parallel Rails In First Direction (X)

Access Opening

First Port Column

Second Port Column

Prior Art Container Handling Vehicle

Vehicle Body Of The Container Handling Vehicle 201

Drive Means / Wheel Arrangement / First Set Of Wheels In First Direction

Drive Means / Wheel Arrangement / Second Set Of Wheels In Second

Direction (Y)

301
301a
301b
301c
401
401a
401b
401c
500
X

Y

Z
Al
A2
0]
Pl
P2
P3
PP
RP

Prior Art Cantilever Container Handling Vehicle

Vehicle Body Of The Container Handling Vehicle 301

Drive Means / First Set Of Wheels In First Direction (X)
Drive Means / Second Set Of Wheels In Second Direction (Y)
Prior Art Container Handling Vehicle

Vehicle Body Of The Container Handling Vehicle 401

Drive Means / First Set Of Wheels In First Direction (X)
Drive Means / Second Set Of Wheels In Second Direction (Y)
Control System

First Direction

Second Direction

Third Direction

Front Position

Rear Position

Operator

Non-Activated Position

Activated Position

Container Handling Position

Presentation Position

Retracted Position



10

15

20

25

30

35

347078

23

CLAIMS

1. Access station (10) for presentation of a storage container (106) from an
automated storage and retrieval system (1) to an operator (OP) at the access station,
wherein the access station (10) comprises:

- an access module (20) comprising a frame (21) defining a drawer compartment
(25) provided within the frame (21) and a front opening (22) for allowing
presentation of the storage container (106);

- a drawer (40) comprising a drawer base (41) and a drawer front (42), wherein the
drawer (40) is movably connected to the frame (21) and wherein the drawer base
(41) comprises a support (44) on which the storage container (106) can be
supported;

- a first actuator (71) for moving the drawer (40) relative to the frame (21) between
a presentation position (PP) in which the drawer (40) is protruding through the front
opening (22) of the frame (21) and a retracted position (RP) in which the drawer
(40) is retracted within the drawer compartment (25);

characterized in that the access station (10) comprises a safety mechanism (60)
located above the front opening (22);

wherein the safety mechanism (60) comprises:

- a cover (61) secured to the frame (21);

- a safety plate (62) movable relative to the cover (61) between a non-activated
position (P1) and an activated position (P2);

- a safety sensor (65) for sensing the movement of the safety plate (62);

wherein the access station (10) is configured to allow movement of the drawer (40)
relative to the frame (21) when the safety sensor (65) is sensing that the safety plate
(62) is in its non-activated position (P1) and wherein the access station (10) is
configured to stop or reverse the movement of the drawer (40) relative to the frame
(21) when the safety sensor (65) has sensed that the safety plate (62) is in its
activated position (P2).

2. Access station (10) according to claim 1, wherein the safety plate (62) prevents
the storage container (106) from being retrieved from the drawer (40) when the
safety plate (62) is in the non-activated position (P1).

3. Access station (10) according to claim 1 or 2, wherein the safety plate (62)
prevents the storage container (106) from being retrieved from the drawer (40)
when the safety plate (62) is in the activated position (P2).

4. Access station (10) according to any one of the above claims, wherein the access
station (10) comprises a control system (75) configured to control the first actuator
(71) based on signals from the safety sensor (65).
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5. Access station (10) according to any one of the above claims, wherein the frame
(21) comprises a guard (22d) defining an upper border of the front opening (22).

6. Access station (10) according to claim 5, wherein the cover (61) is at least
partially forming the guard (22d) and wherein the safety mechanism (60) is
configured to trip in order to prevent an object from being squeezed between the
drawer front (42) and the guard (22d) during movement of the drawer (40) from the
presentation position (PP) to the retracted position (RP).

7. Access station (10) according to any one of claims 3 - 6, wherein the safety plate
(62) is further movable relative to the cover (61) to a container handling position
(P3) when the drawer (40) is in the presentation position (PP); wherein the storage
container (106) may be retrieved from the drawer (40) and/or the storage container
(106) may be inserted into the drawer (40) when the safety plate (62) is in the
container handling position (P3); and/or wherein the access station (10) is
configured to prevent movement of the drawer (40) relative to the frame (21) when
the safety sensor (65) has sensed that the safety plate (62) is in the container
handling position (P3).

8. Access station (10) according to any one of the above claims, wherein the safety
plate (62) comprises a handle (66) for manually moving the safety plate (62)
between the non-activated position (P1) and the activated position (P2) or for
manually moving the safety plate (62) between the non-activated position (P1), the
activated position (P2) and the container handling position (P3).

9. Access station (10) according to any one of the above claims, wherein the access
module (20) comprises a top opening (26) through which a storage container (106)
is retrievable from the drawer (40) and through which a storage container (106) is
receivable by the drawer (40), and wherein the safety plate (62) is at least partially
obstructing the top opening (26) in the activated position (P2) or in the container
handling position (P3).

10. Access station (10) according to any one of claims 7 - 9, wherein the safety
mechanism (60) comprises a releasable lock (67) for preventing the safety plate (62)
to move to the container handling position (P3), wherein the access station (10) is
configured to release the releasable lock (67) if a predetermined condition is
fulfilled.

11. Access station (10) according to any one of the above claims, wherein the safety
plate (62) is a rectangular, flat body slidably mounted to the cover (61).

12. Access station (10) according to any one of the above claims, wherein the cover
(61) comprises guides (63) for guiding the safety plate (62) relative to the cover

(61).
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13. Method for preventing a drawer closure in an access station (10) of an
automated storage and retrieval system (1), wherein the method comprises the
following steps:

a) receiving a first storage container (106A) in a drawer (40) when the drawer is in
a retracted position (RP) within an access module (20);

b) moving the drawer (40) to a presentation position (PP) in which the first storage
container (106A) is presented to the operator (OP);

cl) moving the drawer (40) to a retracted position (PP) within the access module
(20) if a safety plate (62) is maintained in a non-activated position (P1); and/or
c2) stopping/reversing the movement of the drawer (40) if the safety plate (62) is
moved to an activated position (P2).

14. Method for retrieving a storage container (106) from or for supplying a storage
container (106) to an automated storage and retrieval system (1), wherein the
method comprises the following steps:

a) moving a drawer (40) from a retracted position (RP) within an access module
(20) to a presentation position (PP);

b) moving a safety plate (62) of a safety mechanism (60) to a container handling
position (P3);

¢) retrieving the storage container (106) from the drawer (40) or supplying the
storage container (106) to the drawer (40);

d) moving the safety plate (62) to a non-activated position (P1) of the safety
mechanism (60);

e) moving the drawer (40) from the presentation position (PP) to the retracted
position (RP);

f) moving the storage container (106) between the drawer (40) and a storage column
(105) within the automated storage and retrieval system (1) by means of a container
handling vehicle (201, 301, 401).

15. Method according to claim 14, wherein step e) further comprises the step of:
- stopping or reversing the movement of the drawer (40) from the presentation
position (PP) to the retracted position (RP) if the safety plate (62) is moved to an
activated position (P2).
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PATENTKRAV

1. Adgangsstasjon (10) for presentasjon av en lagringsbeholder (106) fra et
automatisert lagrings- og gjenfinningssystem (1) til en operater (OP) ved
adgangsstasjonen, hvori adgangsstasjonen (10) omfatter:

- en tilgangsmodul (20) som omfatter en ramme (21) som definerer et skufferom
(25) tilveiebrakt inne i rammen (21) og en frontapning (22) for a tillate presentasjon
av lagringsbeholderen (106);

- en skuff (40) som omfatter en skuffebase (41) og en skuffefront (42), hvori
skuffen (40) er bevegelig forbundet med rammen (21) og hvori skuffebasen (41)
omfatter en stotte (44) som lagringsbeholderen (106) kan stettes pa;

- en forste aktuator (71) for & flytte skuffen (40) i forhold til rammen (21) mellom
en presentasjonsposisjon (PP) hvor skuffen (40) stikker ut gjennom frontdpningen
(22) til rammen (21) og en tilbaketrukket posisjon (RP) hvor skuffen (40) er trukket
tilbake inne i skufferommet (25);

karakterisert ved at adgangsstasjonen (10) omfatter en sikkerhetsmekanisme (60)
plassert over frontapningen (22);

hvori sikkerhetsmekanismen (60) omfatter:

- et deksel (61) festet til rammen (21);

- en sikkerhetsplate (62) bevegelig i forhold til dekselet (61) mellom en ikke-
aktivert posisjon (P1) og en aktivert posisjon (P2);

- en sikkerhetssensor (65) for & avfele bevegelsen av sikkerhetsplaten (62);

hvori adgangsstasjonen (10) er konfigurert til 4 tillate bevegelse av skuffen (40) 1
forhold til rammen (21) nar sikkerhetssensoren (65) feler at sikkerhetsplaten (62) er
i sin ikke-aktiverte posisjon (P1) ) og hvor adgangsstasjonen (10) er konfigurert til &
stoppe eller reversere bevegelsen til skuffen (40) i forhold til rammen (21) nar
sikkerhetssensoren (65) har registrert at sikkerhetsplaten (62) er aktivert posisjon
(P2).

2. Adgangsstasjon (10) ifelge krav 1, hvori sikkerhetsplaten (62) hindrer
oppbevaringsbeholderen (106) fra a bli hentet fra skuffen (40) nar sikkerhetsplaten
(62) er i ikke-aktivert posisjon (P1).

3. Adgangsstasjon (10) ifelge krav 1 eller 2, hvori sikkerhetsplaten (62) hindrer
oppbevaringsbeholderen (106) fra a bli hentet fra skuffen (40) nar sikkerhetsplaten
(62) er i aktivert posisjon (P2).

4. Adgangsstasjon (10) ifelge hvilket som helst av de ovennevnte kravene, hvori
adgangsstasjonen (10) omfatter et kontrollsystem (75) konfigurert til & styre den
forste aktuatoren (71) basert pa signaler fra sikkerhetssensoren (65).

5. Adgangsstasjon (10) ifelge et hvilket som helst av de ovennevnte kravene, hvori
rammen (21) omfatter en beskyttelse (22d) som definerer en gvre kant av
frontapningen (22).



10

15

20

25

30

35

347078

27

6. Adgangsstasjon (10) ifelge krav 5, hvori dekselet (61) i1 det minste delvis danner
beskyttelsen (22d) og hvori sikkerhetsmekanismen (60) er konfigurert til & utlgses
for a forhindre at en gjenstand klemmes mellom skuffefronten (42) og beskyttelsen
(22d) under bevegelse av skuffen (40) fra presentasjonsposisjon (PP) til
tilbaketrukket posisjon (RP).

7. Adgangsstasjon (10) ifelge ett av kravene 3 - 6, hvori sikkerhetsplaten (62) er
videre bevegelig i forhold til dekselet (61) til en beholderhéndteringsposisjon (P3)
nar skuffen (40) er i presentasjonsposisjonen (PP); hvori lagringsbeholderen (106)
kan hentes fra skuffen (40) og/eller lagringsbeholderen (106) kan settes inn 1
skuffen (40) nar sikkerhetsplaten (62) er i beholderhandteringsposisjon (P3) ;
og/eller hvor adgangsstasjonen (10) er konfigurert til & hindre bevegelse av skuffen
(40) i forhold til rammen (21) nar sikkerhetssensoren (65) har registrert at
sikkerhetsplaten (62) er i beholderhandteringsposisjonen (P3).

8. Adgangsstasjon (10) ifelge ett av de ovennevnte kravene, hvori sikkerhetsplaten
(62) omfatter et handtak (66) for a manuelt flytte sikkerhetsplaten (62) mellom den
ikke-aktiverte posisjonen (P1) og den aktiverte posisjon (P2) eller for & manuelt
flytte sikkerhetsplaten (62) mellom den ikke-aktiverte posisjonen (P1), den aktiverte
posisjonen (P2) og beholderhandteringsposisjonen (P3).

9. Adgangsstasjon (10) ifelge ett av de ovennevnte kravene, hvori tilgangsmodulen
(20) omfatter en toppapning (26) gjennom hvilken en lagringsbeholder (106) kan
hentes ut fra skuffen (40) og gjennom hvilken en lagringsbeholder (106) kan mottas
av skuffen (40), og hvori sikkerhetsplaten (62) i det minste delvis sperrer
toppédpningen (26) i den aktiverte posisjonen (P2) eller i
beholderhandteringsposisjonen (P3).

10. Adgangsstasjon (10) ifelge hvilket som helst av kravene 7 - 9, hvori
sikkerhetsmekanismen (60) omfatter en lgsbar 1as (67) for & forhindre at
sikkerhetsplaten (62) beveger seg til beholderhandteringsposisjonen (P3), hvori
adgangsstasjonen (10) er konfigurert til a frigjere den lgsbare lasen (67) hvis en
forhandsbestemt betingelse er oppfylt.

11. Adgangsstasjon (10) ifelge ett av de ovennevnte kravene, hvori sikkerhetsplaten
(62) er et rektangulert, flatt legeme som er glidbart montert til dekselet (61).

12. Adgangsstasjon (10) ifelge ett av de ovennevnte kravene, hvori dekselet (61)
omfatter foringer (63) for a styre sikkerhetsplaten (62) i forhold til dekselet (61).

13. Fremgangsmate for a forhindre en skufflukking i en adgangsstasjon (10) til et
automatisert lagrings- og gjenfinningssystem (1), hvori fremgangsmaten omfatter
felgende trinn:

a) a motta en forste lagringsbeholder (106A) i en skuff (40) nar skuffen er i en
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tilbaketrukket posisjon (RP) i en tilgangsmodul (20);

b) a flytte skuffen (40) til en presentasjonsposisjon (PP) hvor den forste
lagringsbeholderen (106A) presenteres for operateren (OP);

cl) a flytte skuffen (40) til en tilbaketrukket posisjon (PP) i tilgangsmodulen (20)
hvis en sikkerhetsplate (62) holdes i1 en ikke-aktivert posisjon (P1); og/eller

c2) stoppe/reversere bevegelsen til skuffen (40) hvis sikkerhetsplaten (62) flyttes til
en aktivert posisjon (P2).

14. Fremgangsmate for & hente en lagringsbeholder (106) fra eller for & levere en
lagringsbeholder (106) til et automatisert lagrings- og gjenfinningssystem (1), hvori
fremgangsmaten omfatter felgende trinn:

a) flytte en skuff (40) fra en tilbaketrukket posisjon (RP) i en tilgangsmodul (20) til
en presentasjonsposisjon (PP);

b) a flytte en sikkerhetsplate (62) til en sikkerhetsmekanisme (60) til en
beholderhdndteringsposisjon (P3);

¢) a hente lagringsbeholderen (106) fra skuffen (40) eller tilfore lagringsbeholderen
(106) til skuffen (40);

d) a flytte sikkerhetsplaten (62) til en ikke-aktivert posisjon (P1) hos
sikkerhetsmekanismen (60);

e) a flytte skuffen (40) fra presentasjonsposisjonen (PP) til den tilbaketrukne
posisjonen (RP);

f) & flytte lagringsbeholderen (106) mellom skuffen (40) og en lagringskolonne
(105) 1 det automatiske lagrings- og gjenfinningssystemet (1) ved hjelp av et
beholderhandteringskjoretoy (201, 301, 401).

15. Fremgangsmate ifolge krav 14, hvori trinn e) videre omfatter trinnet:

- a stoppe eller reversere bevegelsen til skuffen (40) fra presentasjonsposisjonen
(PP) til den tilbaketrukne posisjonen (RP) hvis sikkerhetsplaten (62) flyttes til en
aktivert posisjon (P2).
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