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To all whom it may concern: 
Be it known that I, HERBERTL, ANDREWs, 

of the city of Chicago, in the county of Cook 
and State of Illinois, have invented a new 
and useful Improvement in Supports for the 
Lids of Desks, Trunks, &c., of which the fol 
lowing is a full description, reference being 
had to the accompanying drawings, in which 

Figure 1 is a side elevation; Fig. 2, a rear 
view of the part C; Fig. 3, a section on line 
at of Fig. 1; Fig. 4, an edge view of the part D. 
The object of my invention is to provide a 
new attachment for trunks, desks, and simi 
lar things which have a lid or cover which 
can be opened, so constructed that it will hold 
the lid or cover when raised to an upright po. 
sition, and prevent it from falling either way; 
and this I accomplish by means of two pieces 
of sheet, metal, stamped or otherwise shaped 
so as to be cup-like, held together by means 
of a rivet, and otherwise constructed and se 
cured to the trunk or desk, as hereinafter fully 
described. 
In the drawings, A B represent two pieces 

of sheet metal. One end, a, of each is enlarged 
and stamped or otherwise formed so as to be 
cup-shaped, as shown by 0 b in Fig. 3. These 
two parts are secured together somewhat 
tightly by means of a rivet, d, bringing the 
flat portions h in close contact, but not so 
tightly as to prevent them from being moved 
one over the other around the pivot by the 
use of a moderate force. The part C is piv 
oted at e to the outer end of A, and is so 
formed that it can be secured to the inside of 
a trunk-lid or desk-cover by means of screws. 
D is pivoted to B at g. It has a shoulder, f, 
against which B strikes when the lid or cover 
has been raised, and is to be secured to the 
inside of one end of the desk or trunk. 

In Fig. 1 the parts are in the position they 
occupy when the cover is open, D being sup 
posed to be permanently secured to the in 
side of one end of the body of the desk or 
other article, and C being secured to the in 
side of the lid or cover. When in this posi 
tion the cover will stand at or nearly at right 
angles with the floor, and will be held there 
by the action of the parts bic, which, from 
their cup-shape, have considerable spring. 

By the use of a little force the lid can be 
closed; indeed, after it has been partly closed, 
its own weight may carry it down. The dot 
ted lines in Fig. 1 represent the position of 
the several parts when the lid is closed. 
The part B might be secured to the desk by 

means of a screw or other pivot, and an in 
dependent stop could be used, dispensing 
with the part D. And I do not limit myself 
to the exact device shown for pivoting or con 
necting A to the cover, the gist of my inven 
tion consisting in the use of the said two 
parts b c, provided with arms A B, and 
adapted to be secured one to the lid and the 
other to the body of the desk in such a manner 
as to allow the cover to be opened, the same 
being held in position not simply by the usual 
friction between the two flat surfaces, but the 
friction depending in part upon the spring of 
the metal consequent upon the form of bc, 
It is not necessary, in manufacturing the arti 
cles, to follow the exact form shown. The 
parts b c might be cut away somewhat upon 
their sides and still be operative. By using 
a pin or a short projection in place of f, or by 
cutting away the lower end off to give it the 
proper angle, the device can be used either 
upon the right or left hand of a desk. 

It is important, or at least very desirable, 
to have a stop, because, if the three points e 
dig should be brought into the same line both 
hands would have to be used to close the 
cover, whereas by the use of a stop adjusted 
so as to properly limit the movement of the 
parts the cover can be easily closed by the use 
of one hand applied to the cover without ap 
plying the other hand to the holding device. 
A bolt could be used in place of this rivet; but 
I prefer the rivet. 
What I claim as new, and desire to secure 

by Letters Patent, is as follows: 
The arms AB, having cup-shaped ends b 

c, connected together by means of the rivet d, 
and adapted to be secured to the body and 
cover of a trunk or desk, substantially as and 
for the purposes specified. 
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