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Our invention relates to a holder for plac 
ards such as are used to indicate the contents 
of railway cars, particularly tank cars. Such 
placards must be changed to indicate the con 

5 tents of the car, and also to indicate whether 
it is empty or full. s 
The object of our invention is to provide a 

holder simple and durable in construction 
which will effectively retain the placards and 

10 at the same time permit easy exchange of the 
placards to indicate varying contents and con 
ditions. 
In the accompanying drawings, which illus 

trate one form of holder made in accordance 
15 with our invention, Figure 1 is a front eleva 

tion: Figure 2 is a vertical section taken on 
the line 2-2 of Figure 1 but showing the re 
taining frame in release position; Figure 3 is 
a section taken on the line 3-3 of Figure 1; 
Figure 4 is an enlarged side view, partly in 
section and partly in elevation, of the upper 
end of the holder; and Figure 5 is an enlarged 
bottom plan view. 
The base or body portion of the holder con 

sist of a rectangular metal plate 1 provided 
with screw or rivet holes 2 by means of which 
the plate is secured either directly to a wall of 
the car, or to a support carried by the car. 
The metal around the holes is raised on the 
rear face to allow the heads of the fasteners 
to lie flush with the front face and to space 
the plate from its support to provide room for 
reinforcing flutes 3. A pair of bearings 4 are 
provided by stamping out portions of the 
plate. Pivoted in these bearings is a wire 
frame 5 having a portion between the bear 
ings bent out of the plane of the frame to form 
a cam 6. Bearing against this cam is a cup 
shaped member 7 telescoping with a hollow 
bracket 8 secured to the base plate. Inter 
posed between the member 7 and the bracket 
is a stiff coil spring 9, the tension of which, 
when the parts are in the position shown in 
Figures 1 and 4, holds the frame firmly 

5 against the plate or against a placard posi 
tioned between the frame and plate. 

Formed in the plate are a number E". 
ably six) of recesses 10, and on the frame 5 
corresponding projections 11 which may be 
made by pinching up portions of the wire of 
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the frame. When a placardisplaced between 
the frame and plate the pressure of the spring 
9 either causes the projection 11 to pierce the 
placard, or to force portions of it into the 
recesses, in either case firmly securing the 65 
placard in position between the parts. 
To provide means for raising and lowering 

the frame to insert and remove the placards 
the lower side has a portion bent out of the 
plane of the frame to form a grip or handle 60 
12. This point is preferably that at which 
the ends of the wire forming the frame are 
secured together. This may be done by 
flattening the ends and brazing or welding 
them together. 
When the frame is in the extreme raised po 

sition, as shown in Figure 2, the pressure of 
the spring will be in a direct line against the 
bearings so that the frame will remain in this 
position unsupported, leaving both hands of 70 
the operator free to change the placards. 

Having fully described our invention, what 
we claim as new and desire to secure by Let 
ters Patent of the United States is: 

1. In a device of the class described, the 75 
combination with a base plate adapted to be 
secured to a car, of a pair of bearings car 
ried by said plate, a retaining frame pivoted 
in said bearings and provided with a cam 
situated between the said bearings, a spring 80 
actuated member bearing on said cam for 
holding the frame against a placard posi 
tioned between said plate and frame, and a 
grip on the frame for swinging the frame to 
release the placard. 

2. In a device of the class described, the 
combination with a base plate adapted to be 
secured to a car, of a pair of bearings formed 
of integral portions of the plate, a retaining 
frame pivoted in said bearings and provid-90 
ed with a cam situated between the said bear 
ings, a pair of telescoping members, one se 
cured to the plate and the other bearing on 
said cam, and a spring situated between said 
telescoping members. 

3. In a device of the class described, the 
combination with a base plate adapted to be 
Secured to a car, said plate being provided 
with recesses, of a pair of bearings formed of 
integral portions of the plate, a retaining 0 
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frame pivoted in said bearings and provided 
with a cam situated between the saidbearings, 
a pair of telescoping members, one secured 
to the plate and the other bearing on said 
cam, and a spring situated between said tele 
scoping members, said frame being provided 
with projections cooperating With the re 
cesses in said plate to secure a placard posi 
tioned between said parts. 
In testimony whereof, we hereunto affix our 

signatures, this 14th day of April, 1930. 
LOUIS A. HOERR. 
WILLIAM N. HOERR. 
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