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Description

Technical Field

[0001] The present disclosure relates generally to de-
vices for demonstrating, displaying and comparing com-
binations of aesthetic qualities such as colours, surface
textures and materials.

Backaround

[0002] There are many examples of products that can
have one or more colours, surface textures, materials,
and other aesthetic qualities. A buyer of a product may
desire to see an arrangement of aesthetic qualities before
making a purchase of the product.
[0003] EP0786128 A1 discloses a display board, es-
pecially for paint sample cards, and which comprises a
support unit, and at least one cartridge (16) for detachably
mounting on the support unit, each cartridge (16) having
a frame (17) into which a paint sample card (18) can be
loaded. The frame (17) is curved in at least one direction
to present a curved paint surface which can mimic a
curved car body panel.
[0004] FR2650687 A1 relates to a demonstration de-
vice for teachers making it possible to study the mixing,
addition, subtraction of colours and stroboscopy. The de-
vice consists of a disc 1 including an aperture 2 making
it possible to house a maximum of 6 portions made of
coloured cardboard or bearing markings. These portions
will be held during rotation by elastic 10 between the disc
1, the crowns 1’ and 1". The assembly is mounted on the
horizontal shaft of a motor 8 the speed of which can be
fixed or variable. One variant of this device can be used
for operation by the pupils or as an educational toy. In
this case, the device is formed of a compact transparent
box with a horizontal position of the disc or plate. The
device according to the invention is intended for educa-
tional establishments and for children.

Summary

[0005] The present teaching provides a device as de-
tailed in claim 1. Advantageous features are provided in
dependent claims.

Brief Description of the Drawing

[0006] FIG. 1 is a perspective view of a presentational
tool.
[0007] FIG. 2 is different perspective view of a presen-
tational tool.
[0008] FIG. 3 is an overhead plan view of a presenta-
tion tool.
[0009] FIG. 4 is an underside plan view of a presenta-
tion tool.
[0010] FIG. 5 is a side view of a presentational tool.
[0011] FIG. 6 is a different side view of a presentational

tool.
[0012] FIG. 7 is a cross-sectional view of a presenta-
tion tool.
[0013] FIG. 8A is an overhead perspective view of a
typical presentation element.
[0014] FIG. 8A is an underside perspective view of the
typical presentation element.
[0015] FIG. 9 is an underside perspective view of a
presentational tool with presentation elements attached.
[0016] FIG. 10 is an underside perspective view of a
presentational tool with some presentation elements at-
tached and one presentational element detached.
[0017] FIG. 11 is an underside perspective view of a
presentational tool with some presentation elements at-
tached and one presentational element further detached.
[0018] FIG. 12 is an overhead perspective view of two
nested presentational tools.
[0019] FIG. 13 is an underside perspective view of two
nested presentational tools.
[0020] FIG. 14 is an overhead plan view of two nested
presentational tools.
[0021] FIG. 15 is an underside plan view of two nested
presentational tools.
[0022] FIG. 16 is a cross-sectional view oftwo nested
presentational tools and one presentational tool that is
not nested.
[0023] FIG. 17 is an overhead plan view of a presen-
tational tool with presentation elements having illustrative
aesthetic qualities.
[0024] FIG. 18 is an overhead perspective view of a
presentational tool with presentation elements having il-
lustrative aesthetic qualities.
[0025] FIG. 19 is an overhead perspective view of a
presentational tool with tool with some presentation ele-
ments attached and one presentational element de-
tached.
[0026] FIG. 20 is an overhead perspective view of a
presentational tool with tool with several presentation el-
ements detached.

Detailed Description

[0027] FIG. 1 is a perspective view of a presentational
tool 10 for presentation of aesthetic qualities alone or in
combination. FIG. 1 represents a typical view of the pres-
entation tool 10 as it would be seen in ordinary usage.
FIG. 2 is a perspective view of the presentational tool 10
shown in FIG. 1. In contrast to the top view provided in
FIG. 1, FIG. 2 provides an underside view of the presen-
tational tool 10. In ordinary usage and presentation, the
presentational tool 10 may be held in a hand or placed
on a table, and the underside view of FIG. 2 would not
be seen. FIG. 3 represents an overhead plan view of the
presentation tool 10.
[0028] In an illustrative employment, presentational
tool 10 may be useful to buyers and sellers of products,
when the products have one or more aesthetic qualities.
"Aesthetic qualities" include, but are not limited to col-
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ours, surface textures, materials, finishes, coatings, de-
signs, ornaments, trademarks, logos, engravings, pic-
tures, holographic elements, surface features, thickness-
es, creases, indentations, ridges, edgings, and combi-
nations thereof. "Aesthetic qualities" are not necessarily
limited to qualities that can be seen. For example, fea-
tures such as texture or softness, which may be best
assessed by touch, may also be deemed "aesthetic qual-
ities." As used herein, "aesthetic qualities" may include
not only qualities that are purely decorative but may in-
clude qualities that are functional as well as decorative.
For example, metallic trim may provide a pleasant ap-
pearance to a product, but it may also provide structural
integrity, protection or desirable electrical characteristics.
Even if the presentational tool 10 includes none of the
actual functionality (for example, the presentational tool
10 might not have any electrical components), the pres-
entational tool 10 may be useful to buyers and sellers
who wish to assess the appearance of the metallic trim,
while recognizing that in a finished product the trim may
have aesthetic and functional qualities.
[0029] As will be discussed below, presentational tool
10 enables people like buyers and sellers to observe and
assess the aesthetic qualities alone or in combination,
and readily to change one or more of the displayed aes-
thetic qualities. A buyer of the product may desire to see
an arrangement of aesthetic qualities before making a
purchase of the product. For example, the buyer may
want to get an idea about what a product will look like if
it were to have one part having one particular colour and
texture, and another part having a different colour and
texture. Presentation tool 10 enables the seller to dem-
onstrate, and the buyer to consider, several combinations
of aesthetic qualities without the seller actually having to
undergo the expense of manufacturing a completed
product having any combination of those aesthetic qual-
ities. Presentation tool 10 further enables the buyer to
specify a desired combination of aesthetic qualities, and
the seller can order the manufacture of products having
the aesthetic qualities specified by the buyer.
[0030] Presentation tool 10 includes a base 12 and at
least one presentation element 14. In the embodiment
shown in FIGS. 1-3, presentation tool 10 includes three
presentation elements 14a, 14b and 14c. The concept
described herein is not limited to three presentation ele-
ments 14, however, and may include any number of pres-
entation elements 14.
[0031] As shown in FIGS. 1-3 (and as illustrated in oth-
er figures), the presentation elements 14 are detachably
connected to the base 12. That is, the presentation ele-
ments 14 can be attached to and detached from the base
12. When attached to the base 12, the presentation ele-
ments 14 and the base 12 behave as a single unit. In
other words, when the presentation elements 14 are at-
tached to the base 12, the presentation tool 10 can be
turned, inverted, and otherwise manipulated without the
presentation elements 14 detaching accidentally from
the base 12. As will be described below, one embodiment

enables the presentation elements 14 to be attached and
detached manually without a need for any tools.
[0032] In FIGS. 1-3 (and in other figures), the base 12
includes a central well 16, a top side 18 (see FIGS. 19
and 20) and an underside 20. When the presentation
elements 14 are connected to the base 12, the presen-
tation elements 14 typically cover at least a portion of the
top side 18. In general, the top side 18 represents the
side of the presentation tool 10 where the aesthetic qual-
ities are displayed. In FIGS. 1 and 3, the top side 18 is
barely visible. The top side 18 might be glimpsed at the
central well 16 and through the gaps between the pres-
entation elements 14, for example, but a significant por-
tion of the top side 18 is hidden from view by the attached
presentation elements 14.
[0033] FIG. 2 shows an outer edge 22 of the base 12.
The well 16 is located at approximately the center of the
perimeter of the outer edge 22. In this embodiment of the
presentation tool 10, the outer edge 22 is not generally
visible in FIGS. 1 or 3, because the outer edge 22 is
totally or almost totally obscured by the attached pres-
entation elements 14. The outer edge 22 may be sub-
stantially planar, such that the presentation tool 10 may
rest stably on a planar surface such as a table. For pur-
poses of description, a reference axis 24 is shown in FIG.
1. The reference axis 24 is perpendicular to the plane
defined by the outer edge 22, and runs through the center
of the well 16. As will be discussed below, the entire outer
edge 22 may be, but need not be, planar.
[0034] As shown in FIGS. 1 and 2, presentation tool
10 has a bowed shape that bulges toward the top side
18 (in the direction indicated by the reference axis 24).
In other words, when placed upon a planar surface such
as a table with the outer edge 22 resting substantially
flush on the planar surface, the top side 18 bulges upward
and away from the planar surface. The shape of the bulge
of the presentation tool 10, excluding the well 16, may
be any shape, including but not limited to spherical (or
spheroid) cap. From a view along the reference axis 24,
the well 16 may appear circular, as shown in FIGS. 1 and
3. As shown in FIG.2, the three-dimensional shape of the
well 16 may be substantially or partly a circular frustum,
but the well 16 may be any other shape. The well 16 may
serve several functions, such as enabling stacking (or
nesting) of multiple presentation tools 10, improving ease
of detachment of presentation elements 14, and enabling
the presentation of the aesthetic qualities.
[0035] The presentation elements 14a, 14b and 14c
are deployed radially away the well 16. Viewed from
above, as in FIG. 3, the presentation tool 10 may have
a radial symmetry. As shown in FIG. 3, the presentation
tool 10 may appear substantially as a regular hexagon
when viewed from above, but the concepts described
herein are not limited to a regular hexagonal shape. A
variation of the presentation tool 10 may appear to be
substantially octagonal when viewed from above, for ex-
ample (and such a variation may include, for example,
four presentation elements 14 instead of three). A further
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variation of the presentation tool 10 may appear to be
substantially circular when viewed from above. The con-
cept described herein is not limited to any particular
shape.
[0036] The approximate diameter of the presentation
tool 10, measured through the well 16 and measured
from side to side, can be between ten to twenty centim-
eters, for example. The height of the presentation tool 10
may be three to ten centimeters, for example. The con-
cepts described herein are not limited to any particular
dimension or range of sizes, however. In general, it can
be advantageous to make presentation tool 10 large
enough that it can be easily seen and examined, yet com-
pact enough that it can be readily packed in a briefcase
or carried and held in a hand.
[0037] FIG. 4 represents an underside plan view of the
presentation tool 10. FIGS. 5 and 6 are side views of the
presentation tool 10. FIG. 7 is a cross-sectional view of
the presentation tool 10 as cut by plane A-A (shown in
FIG. 4) along the reference axis 24. FIGS. 5 and 6 show
the edge of a reference plane 26 that is orthogonal to the
reference axis 24.
[0038] As illustrated in FIGS. 5-7, the entire outer edge
22 need not be planar. In the embodiment depicted in
FIGS. 5-7, the outer edge 22 of the base 12 includes six
corners or vertices 28a-f and the vertices 28a-f form a
substantially regular hexagon. As shown by FIGS. 5 and
six, vertices 28 lie substantially along the reference plane
26 (i.e., the vertices 28a-f are substantially coplanar)
such that the presentation tool 10 may rest stably on a
planar surface. Between the vertices 28, the outer edge
22 may bow upward. This bowing upward may make the
presentation tool 10 more aesthetically pleasing, and
may also enable a user to more easily pick up the pres-
entation tool 10 from a planar surface. The bowing up-
ward may also enable neater stacking or nesting of mul-
tiple presentation tools 10, as described below. The bot-
tom of the well 16 may, but need not, be in substantially
the same plane 26 as vertices 28.
[0039] The cross-sectional view of FIG. 7 shows further
detail of the presentation tool 10. The base 12 may be,
but need not be, a solid one-piece construction. The base
12 may be constructed from any material or combination
of materials, including metal or plastic. In a typical imple-
mentation, the base 12 may be formed from molded plas-
tic. In a variation, the base 12 may be molded of plastic
but may include a metal plug on the bottom of the well
16 for stability and improving ease of handling. Each
presentation element 14 likewise may be may be, but
need not be, a solid one-piece construction, and may be
constructed from any material or combination of materi-
als, including metal or plastic. When attached to the base
12 as (as shown in FIG. 7), the presentation elements
14 may abut snugly to the top side 18 of the base 12.
[0040] FIG. 7 further shows engagement mechanisms
that may be configured to detachably connect one or
more presentation elements 14 to the base 12. In general,
the engagement mechanisms are configured to detach-

ably connect a presentation element 14 to the base 12
when the engagement mechanisms mate or otherwise
engage such that the presentation element 14 is sub-
stantially securely coupled to the base 12. When the en-
gagement elements are so connected, the presentation
element 14 and the base 12 behave as a single unit, and
the presentation element 14 will not detach from the base
12 without the application of force to cause the detach-
ment. In a typical implementation, an application of force
by a user can cause a presentation element 14 to detach
from the base 12 without damage to either the presen-
tation element 14 or the base 12.
[0041] Although the concepts described herein are not
limited to the particular engagement elements, the fig-
ures show illustrative engagement elements. The base
12 includes one or more base engagements 30 and the
presentation elements 14 include one or more presenta-
tion element engagements 32 that mate to the base en-
gagements 30. When the presentation element engage-
ments 32 of a presentation element 14 mate to the base
engagements 30, the presentation element 14 is securely
attached to the base 12 such that presentation element
14 and the base 12 behave as a single unit. The pres-
entation element engagements 32 and the base engage-
ments 30 are configured, however, so that the mating
can be readily undone, and the presentation element 14
can be detached from the base 12, without the need for
tools. In other words, the presentation element engage-
ments 32 of a presentation element 14 may be readily
disengaged from the base engagements 30, such that
the presentation element 14 is no longer securely at-
tached to the base 12.
[0042] The mating attachment mechanism depicted in
FIG. 7 is a notch-protrusion mechanism. The base 12
includes one or more notches 30. In the cross-sectional
view of FIG. 7, four notches 30a-d are shown. Notches
30a and 30d are shown in a perspective view, and notch-
es 30b and 30c are shown in cross-section. In the em-
bodiment of presentation tool 10 which appears substan-
tially hexagonal when viewed from above, there may be
one notch 30 near the midpoint of each of the six sides.
[0043] Presentation elements 14 include one or more
protrusions or tenons 32 sized and shaped to engage
the notches 30. As shown in FIG. 7, protrusion 32a is
engaged with notch 30b, and protrusion 32b is engaged
with notch 30c. The engagement causes presentation
elements 14 to be detachable connected to the base 12.
In the embodiment of presentation tool 10 which appears
substantially hexagonal when viewed from above and
that can have three presentation elements 14, each pres-
entation element 14 may include two protrusions 32 that
engage to the respective notches 30 near the midpoint
of the sides of the base 12.
[0044] Although the concept described herein is not
limited to the notch-protrusion mechanism described
above, the notch-protrusion mechanism may realize one
or more advantages. Notches and protrusions can pro-
vide a secure fit for materials of many types. Consequent-

5 6 



EP 2 482 270 B1

5

5

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

ly, a single base 12 constructed of plastic may mate with
a presentation element 14 made of metal and another
presentation element 14 made of silicone. In the embod-
iment of the presentation tool 10 depicted in FIGS. 1-7,
each presentation element engagement 32 mates with
two corresponding base engagements 30, resulting in a
more secure engagement. Even though the engagement
is secure, the presentation elements 14 may be detached
manually without a need for any tools. A user may, for
example, insert a finger into the well 16 and apply force
to an inner edge 34 of a presentation element 14, thereby
popping the protrusions 32 from the notches 30 and
thereby disengaging or detaching the presentation ele-
ment 14 from the base 12. The base 12 or the presenta-
tion element 14 or both typically have enough flexibility
to allow the base engagement 30 and the presentation
element engagement 32 to readily engage and disen-
gage from one another. Further, notches and protrusions
are easy to form, have no moving parts, and are durable.
[0045] FIGS. 8A and 8B provide perspective views of
a typical presentation element 14. In FIG. 8A, the top
side 36 of the presentation element 14 is shown and in
FIG. 8B, the underside 38 of the presentation element
14 is shown. In FIG. 8B, two presentation element en-
gagements, represented as protrusions 32e and 32f, are
depicted. The protrusions 32e and 32f are configured to
detachably mate with notches near the outer edge 22 of
a base 12.
[0046] The top side 36 of the presentation element 14
typically includes one or more aesthetic qualities. In other
words, when the presentation element 14 is connected
to the base 12, the underside 38 of the presentation el-
ement 14 is hidden, as it is proximate to the top side 18
of the base 12, but the top side 36 of the presentation
element 14 is exposed. As a result, the aesthetic qualities
included on the top side 36 of the presentation element
14 are exposed. Although depicted as a smooth surface,
the top side 36 of the presentation element 14 may also
have physical features such as a crease or a groove or
other physical feature.
[0047] FIGS. 9-11 depict disengagement of a presen-
tation element 14 from the base 12. For clarity, FIGS.
9-11 show the underside 20 of the base 12. In FIG. 9,
the presentation element 14 is securely attached to the
base 12. In particular, protrusions 32a and 32b are seated
in notches 30a and 30b, respectively. In FIG. 10, protru-
sions 32a and 32b have been disengaged from notches
30a and 30b, and presentation element 14 is free to be
removed, as shown in FIG. 11. A different presentation
element (typically one depicting different aesthetic qual-
ities) may now be attached to the base 12 at notch 30a
or notch 30b or both.
[0048] FIGS. 12 and 13 represent perspective views
of two presentation tools 10a and 10b. FIGS.14 and 15
represent top and bottom plan views of the presentation
tools 10a and 10b. Each presentation tool 10a, 10b in-
cludes a set of attached presentation elements 14a-f. As
shown in FIGS. 12 and 13, the presentation tools 10a

and 10b can be stacked or nested. In particular, the well
16a of the presentation tool 10a can be nested inside the
well 16b of the presentation tool 10b. Because the wells
16a-b are at least partly in the shape of a frustum, one
well 16a can readily nest inside, yet be readily withdrawn
from, another well 16b.
[0049] Viewed from overhead, as depicted in FIG. 14,
the presentation tool 10a looks almost like a single pres-
entation tool, with presentation tool 10b being barely vis-
ible. Similarly, when Viewed from below, as depicted in
FIG. 15, the presentation tool 10a is barely visible. In
other words, the presentation elements 10a and 10b are
aligned with respect to their rotation around the reference
axis 24. Although the presentation tools 10a and 10b may
be rotated around the reference axis 24 such that both
may be visible from overhead and below, the shape of
the presentation elements 10a and 10b supports an easy
alignment of the respective sides and vertices 28. As
discussed above in relation to FIGS. 5-7, the vertices 28
may be substantially but the outer edges 22 of the bases
12 may bow upward. This bowing upward enables neater
and more compact stacking or nesting of multiple pres-
entation tools 10a and 10b.
[0050] FIG. 16 is a cross-sectional view of the presen-
tation tools 10a and 10b as cut by plane B-B (shown in
FIG. 15) along the reference axis 24. As can be seen
from FIG. 16, the presentation elements 10a and 10b
nest together. The wells 16a and 16b nest such that the
presentation tools 10a and 10b may be stacked without
regard to whether or not there are presentation elements
attached to any base 12a or 12b. Further, FIG. 16 shows
that any number of presentation tools 10 may be so
stacked. A third presentation tool 10c may be stacked
onto presentation tools 10a and 10b. Stackability of pres-
entation tools 10a-c may advantageous in a number of
ways, such as improved portability and space-saving.
[0051] FIGS. 17 and 18 provide, respectively, an over-
head plan view and a perspective view of a presentation
tool 10 in a representative use. In FIGS. 17 and 18, each
of presentation elements 14a-c present different aesthet-
ic qualities, such as colours, surface textures and mate-
rials. Presentation elements 14a-c are simultaneously
detachably connected to the base 12. With the aesthetic
qualities presented in such a fashion, a person may eval-
uate different combinations of aesthetic qualities in rela-
tion to one another.
[0052] The aesthetic qualities that a presentation ele-
ment 14 has may be made a part of the presentation
element 14 in any of several ways. For example, a pres-
entation element 14 that may be used to demonstrate a
smooth, shiny, durable plastic of a particular colour may
be molded from that plastic. In another example, a pres-
entation element 14 that may be used to demonstrate a
metallic trim may be molded from plastic and have the
metallic trim bonded to it by adhesive, crimping, or other
bonding technique. A single presentation element 14
may combine multiple aesthetic qualities. For example,
a presentation element may include a faux leather having
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a first colour and texture with a ceramic trim element hav-
ing a second colour and texture.
[0053] FIGS. 19 and 20 provide further illustration of a
presentation tool 10 in a representative use. In FIG. 19,
a presentation tool 10 includes a base 12 and three pres-
entation elements 14a-c, with two presentation elements
14b and 14c attached to the base 12 and one presenta-
tion element 14a detached from the base 12. In FIG. 20,
all three presentation elements 14a-c are detached from
the base 12. Any presentation element 14 can be
swapped for another presentation element having differ-
ent aesthetic qualities. Aesthetic qualities can be mixed
and matched in any order.
[0054] Although one or more embodiments have been
shown and described in detail, the concepts are not lim-
ited to the particular embodiments that are shown. The
shape of the base 12 and the presentation elements 14
may vary. The basic shapes of various presentation el-
ements 14 need not be uniform, although uniformity may
make storage and transport of the various presentation
elements 14 easier. In some variations, a single base 12
may have attached several presentation elements of dif-
ferent sizes or shapes. The overall appearance of the
presentation tool 10 need not be hexagonal (as previ-
ously mentioned), and more or fewer than three presen-
tation elements 14 may be attached to a base 12 at any
time.
[0055] One or more presentation element 14 need not
be exactly as depicted above. It is not necessary that all
presentation elements 14 have substantially the same
overall shape. Further, although symmetry may be ad-
vantageous, the base 12 need not be symmetrical as
shown, and the presentation elements 14 may be shaped
to detachably connect to particular sites on the base 12.
Further, it is not necessary that only the presentation el-
ements 14 include one or more aesthetic qualities. It is
also possible that the base 12 may include one or more
aesthetic qualities. For example, the base 12 may be
constructed of plain, shiny, rigid plastic, which has aes-
thetic qualities of its own. One or more presentation el-
ements 14 may be detachably connected to the base 12
with a portion of the top side 18 of the base 12 being
exposed.
[0056] Further, the base engagement 30 and the pres-
entation element engagement 32 need not be exactly as
depicted above. In one variation, the base engagement
30 may be a protrusion and the presentation element
engagement 32 may be a notch. In other variations, the
engagements may be other forms of snaps, hasps,
grooves, ledges, and the like. The engagements need
not be deployed proximate to the outer edge 22. In an
illustrative variation, the top side 18 of the base 12 may
include a base engagement 30 and the underside 38 of
a presentation element 14 may include a presentation
element engagement 32. For example, the top side 18
of the base 12 may include a base engagement 30 in the
form of a "hook side" of a hook-and-loop fastener, and
the underside 38 of a presentation element 14 may in-

clude a presentation element engagement 32 in the form
of a "loop side" of a hook-and-loop fastener.
[0057] The above embodiments and variations may re-
alize one or more potential advantages, some of which
have been mentioned previously. One possible benefit
that may be obtained is that multiple variations of aes-
thetic qualities of a product may be evaluated without
actually undertaking the expense of building a product
having those aesthetic qualities. Further, some of the em-
bodiments enable rapid comparison of a variety of aes-
thetic qualities. As the number of presentation elements
14 increase, the number of potential combinations of aes-
thetic qualities increases even more rapidly. The ease of
detachment of one presentation element 14 having one
aesthetic quality, combined with the ease of replacement
with a second presentation element 14 having a different
aesthetic quality, can make the assessment of the aes-
thetic qualities more efficient and more pleasurable. Be-
cause the presentation elements 14 can be detachably
connected to the base 12, the presentation tool 10 can
be picked up and handled, and the aesthetic qualities
can be observed and assessed, in virtually any desired
way.
[0058] The shape of the presentation tool 10, and its
various components, can enable ready transport. As al-
ready noted, some embodiments of the presentation tool
10 can be stacked, which can improve space-saving and
can reduce shifting of components during transport. A
presentation tool 10 that is substantially regularly hexag-
onal (as described previously) may be beneficial in that
three or more such presentation tools may be "tiled" on
planar surface with negligible gaps between them. In this
way an even greater variety of aesthetic qualities can be
assessed in combination at a single time.
[0059] The above embodiments are for illustration, and
although one or more particular embodiments of the de-
vice and method have been described herein, changes
and modifications may be made thereto without departing
from the disclosure in its broadest aspects and as set
forth in the following claims.

Claims

1. A device (10) comprising:

a base (12), the base including at least one base
engagement (30); and
at least one presentation element (14), the pres-
entation element including at least one presen-
tation element engagement (32);
wherein the base engagement (30) is configured
to detachably connect to the presentation ele-
ment engagement (32),
and wherein the presentation element includes
at least one aesthetic quality, characterised in
that the base comprises an outer edge (22) hav-
ing a perimeter, and a central well (16) located
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at approximately the center of the perimeter of
the outer edge.

2. The device of claim 1,
wherein the base includes a first base engagement
and a second base engagement,
wherein the presentation element includes a first
presentation element engagement and a second
presentation element engagement, and
wherein the first base engagement is configured to
detachably connect to the first presentation element
engagement and the second base engagement is
configured to detachably connect to the second pres-
entation element engagement.

3. The device of claim 1,
wherein the base engagement comprises a notch
and the presentation element engagement compris-
es a protrusion.

4. The device of claim 1,
wherein the base engagement is a first base engage-
ment, the base including a second base engagement
and a third base engagement;
wherein the presentation element is a first presen-
tation element including a first presentation element
engagement, the device further comprising a second
presentation element including a second presenta-
tion element engagement and a third presentation
element including a third presentation element en-
gagement,
wherein the first base engagement is configured to
detachably connect to the first presentation element
engagement, and simultaneously the second base
engagement is configured to detachably connect to
the second presentation element engagement, and
simultaneously the third base engagement is config-
ured to detachably connect to the third presentation
element engagement.

5. The device of claim 1,
wherein the well is at least partly in the shape of a
circular frustum.

6. The device of claim 1,
wherein the base comprises an outer edge (22) hav-
ing six vertices (28) that are substantially coplanar.

7. The device of claim 6,
wherein the vertices form a substantially regular hex-
agon.

8. The device of claim 1,
wherein application of force on an inner edge (34)
of the presentation element while the presentation
element is detachably secured to the base, results
in disengagement of the presentation element en-
gagement (32) from the base engagement (30), thus

detaching the presentation element (14) from the
base unit (12), the force being applied from over or
inside the central well (16).

9. The device of claim 1,
wherein the base (12) includes a metal plug on the
bottom of the central well (16).

10. The device of claim 1,
wherein the central well (16a) is configured to be
nested inside the central well (16b) of the base (12b)
of another device (10b) as recited in any one of
claims 1 to 9.

11. The device of claim 10,
wherein the device (10a) is rotatable about a rotation
axis (24) through a center of the central well (16a)
and a center of the central well (16b) of the base of
the other device.

Patentansprüche

1. Eine Vorrichtung (10), die aufweist:

eine Basis (12), wobei die Basis zumindest ei-
nen Basis-Eingriff (30) umfasst; und
zumindest ein Präsentationselement (14), wo-
bei das Präsentationselement zumindest einen
Präsentationselement-Eingriff (32) umfasst;
wobei der Basis-Eingriff (30) konfiguriert ist, ab-
lösbar mit dem Präsentationselement-Eingriff
(32) verbunden zu werden, und wobei das Prä-
sentationselement zumindest eine ästhetische
Qualität umfasst,
dadurch gekennzeichnet, dass
die Basis eine äußere Kante (22) mit einem Um-
fang aufweist und eine zentrale Vertiefung (16),
die sich ungefähr im Zentrum des Umfangs der
äußeren Kante befindet.

2. Die Vorrichtung gemäß Anspruch 1,
wobei die Basis einen ersten Basis-Eingriff und ei-
nen zweiten Basis-Eingriff umfasst,
wobei das Präsentationselement einen ersten Prä-
sentationselement-Eingriff und einen zweiten Prä-
sentationselement-Eingriff umfasst, und wobei der
erste Basis-Eingriff konfiguriert ist, lösbar mit dem
ersten Präsentationselement-Eingriff verbunden zu
werden, und der zweite Basis-Eingriff konfiguriert ist,
lösbar mit dem zweiten Präsentationselement-Ein-
griff verbunden zu werden.

3. Die Vorrichtung gemäß Anspruch 1,
wobei der Basis-Eingriff eine Aussparung aufweist
und der Präsentationselement-Eingriff einen Vor-
sprung aufweist.
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4. Die Vorrichtung gemäß Anspruch 1,
wobei der Basis-Eingriff ein erster Basis-Eingriff ist,
wobei die Basis einen zweiten Basis-Eingriff und ei-
nen dritten Basis-Eingriff umfasst; wobei das Prä-
sentationselement ein erstes Präsentationselement
ist, das einen ersten Präsentationselement-Eingriff
umfasst, wobei die Vorrichtung weiter ein zweites
Präsentationselement aufweist, das einen zweiten
Präsentationselement-Eingriff umfasst, und ein drit-
tes Präsentationselement, das einen dritten Präsen-
tationselement-Eingriff umfasst,
wobei der erste Basis-Eingriff konfiguriert ist, lösbar
mit dem ersten Präsentationselement-Eingriff ver-
bunden zu werden, und gleichzeitig der zweite Ba-
sis-Eingriff konfiguriert ist, lösbar mit dem zweiten
Präsentationselement-Eingriff verbunden zu wer-
den, und gleichzeitig der dritte Basis-Eingriff konfi-
guriert ist, lösbar mit dem dritten Präsentationsele-
ment-Eingriff verbunden zu werden.

5. Die Vorrichtung gemäß Anspruch 1,
wobei die Vertiefung zumindest teilweise in der Form
eines kreisförmigen Kegelstumpfes ist.

6. Die Vorrichtung gemäß Anspruch 1,
wobei die Basis eine äußere Kante (22) mit sechs
Ecken (28) aufweist, die im Wesentlichen koplanar
sind.

7. Die Vorrichtung gemäß Anspruch 6,
wobei die Ecken ein im Wesentlichen regelmäßiges
Sechseck bilden.

8. Die Vorrichtung gemäß Anspruch 1,
wobei eine Anwendung von Kraft auf eine innere
Kante (34) des Präsentationselements, während
das Präsentationselement lösbar an der Basis be-
festigt ist, zu einem Trennen des Präsentationsele-
ment-Eingriffs (32) von dem Basis-Eingriff (30) führt
und somit ein Trennen des Präsentationselements
(14) von der Basis-Einheit (12), wobei die Kraft von
über oder innerhalb der zentralen Vertiefung (16) an-
gewendet wird.

9. Die Vorrichtung gemäß Anspruch 1,
wobei die Basis (12) einen Metallstopfen an der Un-
terseite der zentralen Vertiefung (16) umfasst.

10. Die Vorrichtung gemäß Anspruch 1,
wobei die zentrale Vertiefung (16a) konfiguriert ist,
innerhalb der zentralen Vertiefung (16b) der Basis
(12b) einer anderen Vorrichtung (10b), wie in einem
der Ansprüche 1 bis 9 angeführt, aufgenommen zu
sein.

11. Die Vorrichtung gemäß Anspruch 10,
wobei die Vorrichtung (10a) um eine Rotationsachse
(24) durch ein Zentrum der zentralen Vertiefung

(16a) und ein Zentrum der zentralen Vertiefung (16b)
der Basis der anderen Vorrichtung rotierbar ist.

Revendications

1. Dispositif (10) comprenant :

une base (12), la base comprenant au moins
une mise en prise de base (30) ; et
au moins un élément de présentation (14), l’élé-
ment de présentation comprenant au moins une
mise en prise d’élément de présentation (32) ;
dans lequel la mise en prise de base (30) est
configurée pour se raccorder de manière déta-
chable à la mise en prise d’élément de présen-
tation (32) ; et
dans lequel l’élément de présentation comprend
au moins une qualité esthétique,
caractérisé en ce que :

la base comprend un bord externe (22)
ayant un périmètre, et un puits central (16)
positionné approximativement au centre du
périmètre du bord externe.

2. Dispositif selon la revendication 1,
dans lequel la base comprend une première mise
en prise de base et une deuxième mise en prise de
base,
dans lequel l’élément de présentation comprend une
première mise en prise d’élément de présentation et
une deuxième mise en prise d’élément de présen-
tation, et
dans lequel la première mise en prise de base est
configurée pour se raccorder de manière détachable
à la première mise en prise d’élément de présenta-
tion et la deuxième mise en prise de base est confi-
gurée pour se raccorder de manière détachable à la
deuxième mise en prise d’élément de présentation.

3. Dispositif selon la revendication 1,
dans lequel la mise en prise de base comprend une
encoche et la mise en prise d’élément de présenta-
tion comprend une saillie.

4. Dispositif selon la revendication 1,
dans lequel la mise en prise de base est une pre-
mière mise en prise de base, la base comprenant
une deuxième mise en prise de base et une troisième
mise en prise de base ;
dans lequel l’élément de présentation est un premier
élément de présentation comprenant une première
mise en prise d’élément de présentation, le dispositif
comprenant en outre un deuxième élément de pré-
sentation comprenant une deuxième mise en prise
d’élément de présentation et un troisième élément
de présentation comprenant une troisième mise en
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prise d’élément de présentation,
dans lequel la première mise en prise de base est
configurée pour se raccorder de manière détachable
à la première mise en prise d’élément de présenta-
tion et simultanément la deuxième mise en prise de
base est configurée pour se raccorder de manière
détachable à la deuxième mise en prise d’élément
de présentation et simultanément la troisième mise
en prise de base est configurée pour se raccorder
de manière détachable à la troisième mise en prise
d’élément de présentation.

5. Dispositif selon la revendication 1,
dans lequel le puits est au moins partiellement en
forme de cône circulaire.

6. Dispositif selon la revendication 1,
dans lequel la base comprend un bord externe (22)
ayant six sommets (28) qui sont sensiblement co-
planaires.

7. Dispositif selon la revendication 6,
dans lequel les sommets forment un hexagone sen-
siblement régulier.

8. Dispositif selon la revendication 1,
dans lequel l’application de force sur un bord interne
(34) de l’élément de présentation alors que l’élément
de présentation est fixé de manière détachable sur
la base, se traduit par le dégagement de la mise en
prise d’élément de présentation (32) de la mise en
prise de base (30), détachant ainsi l’élément de pré-
sentation (14) de l’unité de base (12), la force étant
appliquée depuis le dessus ou l’intérieur du puits
central (16).

9. Dispositif selon la revendication 1,
dans lequel la base (12) comprend un bouchon mé-
tallique au fond du puits central (16).

10. Dispositif selon la revendication 1,
dans lequel le puits central (16a) est configuré pour
être caché à l’intérieur du puits central (16b) de la
base (12b) d’un autre dispositif (10b) selon l’une
quelconque des revendications 1 à 9.

11. Dispositif selon la revendication 10,
dans lequel le dispositif (10a) peut tourner autour
d’un axe de rotation (24) par un centre du puits cen-
tral (16a) et un centre du puits central (16b) de la
base de l’autre dispositif.
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