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This invention relates generally to electric extension
cords of the type comprising a prong type plug or male
member and a socket or female member on one end for
detachably connecting a pair of such cords, and has for
one of its important objects to provide, in a manner as
hereinafter set forth, novel means for preventing the
accidental separation of said members.

Another very important object of the present invention
is to provide means for electrically insulating the exten-
sion cord connector.

Still another important object of the invention is to
provide an insulator and holder of the aforementioned
character which will readily adjust to accommodate ex-
tension cord connectors of various sizes.

Other objects of the invention are to provide an ex-
tension cord connector holder and insulator of the char-
acter set forth which will be comparatively simple in
construction, strong, durable, compact, of light weight
and which may be manufactured at low cost.

These, together with other objects and advantages
which will become subsequently apparent, reside in the
details of construction and cperation as more fully here-
inafter described and claimed, reference being had to the
accompanying drawing forming a part hereof, wherein
like numerals refer to like parts throughout, and in which:

FIGURE 1 is a perspective view, showing a device em-
bodying the present invention applied;

FIGURE 2 is a vertical longitudinal section through
the device, showing the same in use;

FIGURE 3 is a view in transverse section, taken sub-
stantially on the line 3—3 of FIGURE 2; and

FIGURE 4 is a detail view in perspective of one of
the resilient reinforcing clamps.

Referring now to the drawing in detail, it will be seen
that reference character 5 designates generally a conven-
tional connector detachably connecting a pair of electric
conductor or extension cords 6 at one end. The connector
5 includes the usual female member or socket 7 on one
end of one of the cords 6 which is adapted to receive a
prong type plug or male member 8 on one end of the
other cord 6.

The embodiment of the present invention which has
been illustrated comprises an elongated sleeve 9 of suit-
able rubber or other material, which sleeve is longitudi-
nally split from end to end, as indicated at 10. The sleeve
9 includes a relatively thin, elastic intermediate portion
11 and tapered or substantially frusto-conical end por-
tions 12.

The sleeve 9 further includes, in the elastic portion 11
thereof, a chamber 13 for the reception of the connector
5. Extending longitudinally into the sleeve 9 from the
ends thereof and communicating with the chamber 13
are bores or passages 14 which accommodate the con-
ductor cords 6. Of course, the bores or passages 14 and
the chamber 13 communicate throughout their length
with the split 10 in the sleeve 9.

Molded in the end portions 12 of the sleeve 9 is a
pair of resilient, substantially C-shaped circumferentially
extending wire clamps 15. The wire clamps 15 are
skeletonized and, as shown to advantage in FIGURE 3
of the drawing, the ends of said clamps are located adja-
cent the longitudinal walls of the split 10 in the sleeve
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9. Formed integrally with the sleeve 9 in one of the
bores 14 is a plurality of resilient teats or lips 16 for
engaging, centering and retaining relatively small con-
ductor cords.

It is thought that the use of the device will be readily
apparent from a consideration of the foregoing. Briefly,
the plug 8 is inserted in the socket 7 for detachably con-
necting the conductor cords 6. The resilient sleeve 9 is
then opened at the split 10 and applied in an obvious man-
ner, the chamber 13 receiving the connector 5. and the
bores or passages 14 receiving the cords 6. The con-
struction and arrangement is such that when the device
is thus applied the elastic intermediate portion 11 of the
sleeve 9 is stretched and tensioned for holding the mem-
bers 7 and 8 tightly together, the end walls 17 of the
chamber 13 abutting the outer ends of said members.
Also, the elasticity of the intermediate portion 11 of the
sleeve 9 permits the device to readily accommodate vari-
ous sizes of connectors. The resilient clamps 15 assist
in closing the end portions 12 of the sleeve 9.

The foregoing is considered as illustrative only of the
principles of the invention. Further, since numerous
modifications and changes will readily occur to those
skilled in the art, it is not desired to limit the invention
to the exact construction and operation shown and de-
scribed, and accordingly, all suitable modifications and
equivalents may be resorted to, falling within the scope
of the invention as claimed.

What is claimed as new is as follows:

1. An insulator and holder for separable electric con-
ductor cord connectors of various lengths, said insulator
and holder comprising: an elastomeric sleeve including
a relatively thin, elastic, longitudinally stretchable inter-
mediate portion having a chamber therein for the recep-
tion of the connector and of a length, when unstretched,
less than said connector, said sleeve further including end
portions engageable under tension with the ends of the
connector for yieldingly holding same together and hav-
ing longitudinal bores therein communicating with the
chamber for the passage of the cords, said end portions
being relatively thick and of a substantial length to be
gripped for stretching the sleeve for application to the
connector, and resilient lips integral with the sleeve in
at least one of the bores for frictionally engaging and
retaining the respective conductor cord, said end portions
of said sleeve still further being frusto-conical for riding
over irregularities in a supporting surface when the sleeve
is pulled longitudinally in opposite directions thereover.

2. An insulator and holder in accordance with claim
1, wherein said sleeve is longitudinally split from end
to end to facilitate insertion of the connector and the
cords,
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