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poration of Massachusetts 
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(C. 1-3) Claim. 

This invention relates to a back gauge for 
Stapling machines particularly adapted to regul 
late the position in which the machine applies a 
staple relative to the edge of the sheets being 
stapled. 

It is an object of this invention to provide a 
simple and inexpensive back gauge that may be 
readily secured to or removed from a stapling 
machine. It is a further object of this invention 
to provide a back gauge that may be easily ad 
justed to vary the depth of insertion of the sheets 
to be stapled relative to the throat of the Stapling 
machine. It is a further object of this invention 
to provide a back gauge that will not interfere 
with the operation of the stapling machine to 
Which it is attached. Other objects of this in 
vention will become apparent upon reading the 
following description, taken in conjunction with 
the accompanying drawing, in which: 

Figure 1 is a detail perspective view of the back 
gauge embodying the invention; 

Figure 2 is a perspective view of a stapling nau 
chine with the back gauge attached thereto; 

Figure 3 is a front elevation of the stapling 
machine with a portion broken away to show the 
manner in which the back gauge is secured there 
to; and 

Figure 4 is a fragmentary side elevation of the 
Stapling machine showing the back gauge at 
tached thereto. 
In the drawings, the reference numeral 2 in 

dicates the base of a stapling machine having up 
standing ears 3 at its rear end. A top member 4 
is pivotally secured to the ears 3 by means of a 
hinge pin 5. The front end of top member 4 is 
Spaced from the front end of base 2 to provide a 
throat 6 which extends to the front edges of cars 
3 and in which the sheets to be stapled are in 
serted. The staple is driven through the por 
tion of the sheets overlying the anvil which 
is Secured to the base 2 adjacent its front edge. 
In order to obtain uniformity in appearance of 
different groups of stapled sheets it is necessar 
that the groups of sheets each be inserted to the 
same depth in throat 6. 
The base 2 is provided with an undercut a cess 

8 on each side just below its top surface. Re 
cesses 8 extend from a point underneath the an 
vil 7 to a point just forward of the front edges 
of ears 3. The undercut recess 8 leaves a ledge 9 
at the outer edges of the top surface of the base 2. 
The back gauge is stamped from a single strip 

of resilient metal and comprises a transverse 
bridge portion ?o adapted to span the top edge of 
base 2. The ends of the metal strip are bent in 
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2 
wardly to form edge portions adapted to fit 
into recesses 8. The extreme Outer portions of 
the strip are bent outwardly to form flanges 2 
to give the edges enough rigidity to hold the 
back gauge in proper alignment. The bridge por 
tion :) is slightly longer than the width of the 
top surface of base 2 so that its central portion is 
spaced slightly above the top surface of the base. 
ihis space is necessary to allow the edges to 
ba Snapped past the ledge 9 when the back gauge 
is applied to or removed from the Stapling ma 
chine. 
In order to facilitate the manipulation of the 

back gauge when it is applied to or removed from 
the staping machine, or when its position rela 
tive to anvil is adjusted, a portion of the metal 
strip is cut out to form upstanding ears 3 which 
are spaced apart a distance Sufficient to allow the 
top portion of the stapling machine to fit there 
between when it is pressed downwardly to drive 
a staple. In use, the user grasps the ears 3 be 
tween the thumb and forefinger and presses them 
inwardly to force edges out of recesses 8 to 
remove the back gauge from the stapling ma 
chine. The ears may be slightly pressed inwardly 
to spread the edge portions f apart when they 
are to be snapped over the ledges 9 to attach the 
back gauge to the stapling machine. Each ear 
i3 is preferably provided with a stiffening rib 4 
adjacent its upper edge. The ribs 4 also serve 
as a finger hold to facilitate either movement of 
the back gauge along the base 2, or removal of 
the back gauge from the base. 
When the back gauge is positioned on the base 

of the stapling machine the front edges of the 
ears 3 form a stop against which the sheets to be 
stapled are engaged before the top is depressed 
to drive the staple. The friction of edge portions 

in recesses is sufficient to keep the back 
gauge in place against accidental displacement so 
that any number of groups of sheets may be 
stapled uniformly without resetting the back 
gauge. In order to adjust the position of the 
back gauge it is necessary only to push it in either 
direction. If the friction is too great to allow 
easy sliding movement the ears 3 may be pressed 
inwardly slightly to reduce the friction. 
Although I have described a preferred em 

bodiment of my invention in considerable detail, 
it will be understood that the description there." 
of is intended to be illustrative, rather than re 
strictive, as many details may be modified or 
changed without departing from the Spirit or 
scope of my invention. Accordingly, I do not de 
sire to be restricted to the exact structure de 
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scribed, except as limited by the appended claim. UNITED STATES PATENTS 
I claim: b 
In combination with a Stapling machine base N.E. Name oe.1920 

having a pair of recesses on opposite sides adja- 1704,444 Polzer viar 5, 1929 
cent its top surface, a resilient back gauge hav- 5 635 v Dec. 17, 1925 ing inwardly bent edges engaging Said recesses 2,073.958 drosby Mar 16, 1937 
and upstanding ears operable when pressed in- yw VyV VW w/l. Whv My - - - - - - - - - - a wo 

wardly to disengage said edges from Said recesses. OTHER REFERENCES 
WESLEY O. STEARNS. 0. Publication, “Who Makes. It and Where,' 1929 

REFERENCES CITED edition, published by Andrew Geyer, Inc., 260 
The following references are of record in the Fifth Ave., New York, N. Y. 

file of this patent: 

  


