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UNITED STATES PATENT OFFICE. 

CHARLES M. COTT, OF COLUMBUS, OHIO. 

NDEX. 

SPECIFICATION forming part of Letters Patent No. 487,516, dated December 6, 1892. 
Application filed May 9, 1892, Serial No. 432,368, (No model.) 

To all, whon, it may concern: 
Be it known that I, CHARLESM. COTT, a citi 

zen of the United States, residing at Colum 
bus, in the county of Franklin and State of 
Ohio, have invented a certain new and useful 
Improvement in Indexes, of which the follow 
ing is a specification. 

Myinvention relates to the improvement of 
indexes, and has particular relation to that 
class of indexes shown and described in my 
former Letters Patent of the United States, 
No. 426,114, granted under date of April 22, 
1890. 
The objects of my present invention are to 

produce superior indexes of this class of such 
arrangement as to greatly facilitate the find 
ing of any particular name or names con 
tained in the books or records to which said 
indexes are applied, to provide a simple and 
convenient disposition of the index charac 
ters which may be easily and readily compre 
hended, and to produce other improvements, 
which will be more specifically pointed out 
hereinafter. These objects I accomplish in 
the manner illustrated in the accompanying 
drawing, in which the figure shown represents 
a face view of two pages of an open book in 
which is employed my improved index. 
In carrying out my invention I provide each 

page of the index with vertical and parallel 
name-columns, one or more of the latter being, 
as indicated at a, adapted for the reception 
of surnames, and the columns to the right of 
said surname-column, of which there are pref 
erably two, being adapted to receive, as shown 
at b t', the given names or initials of given 
names. These name-columns maybe provided 
with any suitable heading, such as shown by 
the words “Grantor' and “Grantee,” and any 
desirable number of additional columns may 
be ruled upon said pages for the reception of 
page-numbers, volume-numbers, or other in 
formation. 

In the upper portion of each of the pages 
of the index-book, above the name-columns 
hereinbefore mentioned, I arrange a series of 
comparatively-short columns, (indicated at c, 
d, and e) each of which contains at its head 
or top portion either groups of letters com 
prising the first and second letters of the sur 
names or the first letter or initial of the sur 
name, these surname characters or initials be 

ing printed in bold type. Arranged in each 
of these columns c, d, and e, of which there 
may be any desired number, are two vertical 
rows or columns of initial letters of given 
names, these initial-columns being preferably 
arranged in the left portion of the column 
spaces c, d, and e. As shown in the drawing, 
the letters of these given-name columns are 
for the most part arranged singly; but for the 
sake of condensation they may be grouped 
together in cases where one or both of the 
letters thus grouped are not often employed 
as the initial of given names, such as shown 
at KL. 
all name-records of given names beginning 
With “Jo,' I provide in said given-name-ini 
tial columns, in addition to the letter “J,” an 
association of the letters “Jo.’ 
Arranged, preferably, in the right portion of 

each of the column-spaces c, d, and e, in hori 
Zontal alignment with the oppositely-located 
letters of the given-name columns, are index 
page-numbers, there being as many of said 
numbers as there are letters and groups of 
letters in either one of said given-name-ini 
tial columns. 

In utilizing my improved index the first or 
first tWO or more letters of the surname are 
found by reference to the large-type headings 
of the column-spaces c, d, and e. In the same 
column-space in which the desired heading is 
found Will be found in one of the vertical rows 
of given-name initials the first letter or initial 
of the given name to be used. This having 
been ascertained, the surname is then written 
in the column-space a on that number of page 
Which corresponds with the number which is 
in horizontal alignment with said first letter 
of the given name. If said first letter of the 
given name is shown in the first column of 
the Vertically-arranged rows of given-name 
initials, then said given name is written in the 
given-name-initial column b, which adjoins. 
the surname-columna; but if said given name 
is found in the second column of said given 
name initials it is preferably written in the 
given-name column b’. For example, in writ 
ing the name of “Joseph C. Fulton,” which is 
used in the illustration, the “Fu' is found at 
the head of the ecolumn-space, and the “Jo,” 
which forms the first two letters of “Joseph,” 
is found in the Second or right-hand column 
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of initial letters for the given names, and the 
page on which said entry should be made is 
indicated by “79,” which is arranged in hori 
zontal alignment with “Jo.’ 

By following the simple and convenient plan 
herein described it will be seen that the page 
on which appears any name contained in the 
book may be readily found and the same eas 
ily located. 

It is obvious that given names might all be 
written in the column adjoining that which 
contains the surname without altering the 
principle of my invention. 
From the construction herein shown and 

described it will be seen that a convenient 
and reliable form of index is produced of such 
simple arrangement as to be readily compre 
hended and which will greatly facilitate the 
process of locating the names. It will also be 
seen that the improved index herein shown 
and described is of such simple and condensed 
form and arrangement as to admit of the en 
tire alphabet being utilized in one book, and 
thus obviate the necessity of separating the 
index into two or more sections or books when 
the latter is undesirable. 

If desired, the index-tables herein shown 
might be employed with reference to associ 
ations, corporations, or firm-names by treat 
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ing the first principal word of the association, 
corporation, or firm as a surname and the sec 
ond principal word as a given name. 
Having now fully described my invention, 

what I claim, and desire to secure by Letters 
Patent, is- - 

1. An index having index-tables compris 
ing column-spaces wherein are contained as 
headings the first letter or first two or more 
letters of surnames and with which are asso 
ciated vertical rows or columns of letters of 
given names and page-numbers in horizon 
tal alignment with the oppositely-located let 
ters of said rows, substantially as and for the 
purpose specified. 

2. An index having index-tables compris 
ing column - spaces wherein are contained 
headings indicating surnames, vertical rows 
of letters indicating given names, and num 
bers in horizontal alignment with the oppo 
sitely-located letters of said rows, in combi 
nation with surname-column spaces a, and 
one or more given-name columns b b', sub 
stantially as specified. 

CHARLES M. COTT. 
In presence of 

H. F. GUERIN, 
J. H. EARNSHAW. 
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