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To_all whom ¢ may concern:

‘Be it known that I, Armor Mawnor
PUOKEm a citizen of the Umted States, re-
siding at San Antonio, in the county of
Bexar- and State of Texas, have invented
certain new and useful Improvements in
Combined Signal and Sign-Displaying
Lamps for Vehlcles and I do declare the
following to be a full clear, and exact de-
scription of the. 1nvent10n, such as will en-
able -others skilled in the art to whlch it
appertams to-make and use the same.

This invention relates' to 1mpr0vements

in combined signal and number displaying’

lamps for vehicles.
One object of the invention is to prov1de
2 lamp of this character the casing of which

is so arranged that but one light is required
for illuminating the rear and side signals.

and the sign or “humber.

Another object of the invéntion is to-

provide a lamp’ of this character having
an improved arrangement and construction
of number holding mec¢hanism Whereby the

numbers will be protected from. injury or |

from becoming soiled and from which the

plates containing the numbers may be
readily removed and mterchanoed for other

plates.
With the foregomg and other objects in
view the invention consists of certain novel

features of construction, combination and .

arrangement of parts as will be more fully
described and particularly pomted out in
the appended claims.

In the accompanying drawings: Flgure 1]

is a rear view of our improved lamp; Fig.
2 is a top plan view; Flg 3 1s a rear per-
spective view of the casing for holding the
plates eontaining the numbers or lettels
forming the'sign; Fig. 4 is a cross sectional
view of 1he same on the line 4—4 of Fig. 3.

Referring. more particularly to the .draw- |

ings, 1 de‘mofes the body portion of the lamp
Whlch ‘ma¥:be, constructed of any suitable

‘metal and. Whlch is preferably of cylindrical
form at. its upper and lower ends and of

globular form. between: its.ends. ; . The upper

end of the, body .portion is; closed Dyan )
hinged top comprising an inner tube 2 havs:|..

ing on its upper end a shield:-or cap:3iwhich

is spaced a. slight distance above the upper;]

end of the tube and is secured.t said end
in any, suitable manner, and-spaced:a suit-
able distance from the outer side of the
inner tube is.an. outer tube 6, said: oiter

tube having its upper open end covered and

_thus tightly close the same.

pr otected by a cap 7 which is spaced a suit-

able distance above the tube 6.and is secured - .

‘thereto and to the adjacent outer surface of

the inner tube. On the lower end of the
outer tube 6 is secured an annular flange 9
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which is adapted to fit the upper end. of the -

body 1 and is hingedly connected thereto to

-permit the top to be swung back to an open

position when desired. At a suitable posi-
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tion on the top is arranged a spring catch -

10 whereby the top is held in closed po-
sition. .

One side of the globular portlon of the
body 1 is cut out and in the opening thus
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formed is secured ‘the inner end of a sign .

supporting and displaying box 11 the end
walls of which diverge or project outwardly

from- the opposite sides of the. body and

thus form a substantially triangular box ‘as
shown. = The outer side of the box is of
oblong shape with square ends.” On the

. inner “surfaces of the square ends of the box

are arranged series of vertically disposed
guides 13.
ably engaged a transparent sign protecting
plate not shown which is preferabl‘y formed
of heavy glass. With the inner guides 13
is removably engaged a frame or casing 15
for holding the plates containing the num-
bers or letters forming the sign to be dis-

played. In the top of the box is formed a:
longitudinal slot or opening ~not shown:

through which the number holding frame
and the plotectmg plate may be removed
from or placed in the box. -This opening is

adapted to be closed by a cover 17 having.

on its edges downwardly projécting ﬂanges
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With the outer guides 13 is slid- -
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which fit over the edges of the opening-and 95

The rear edge
of . the opening is provided with an up-
wardly projecting flange behind which and
to the top of the box is hingedly connected
the rear edge or flange of the cover 17. - By
thus hmgedly connecting the cover 17,
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water will be: plevented from running 1nto =

the box thraugh: the hinge connection of:the
cover.
are anmnged spring catches 19 Whereby the

On the opposite ends of the cover

coyer is securely fastened in closed position.
+'The framé or casing 15 for holding the

plates contalnlng the Jetters or numbers of ..
“the sign comprise top, bottom, and end chan-.

nel iron. strips or pieces; 20 with which are

slidably engaged the plates 21 containing

the numbers and letters of the sign.. In the
upper strip 20 near one end of the frame is
formed an opemng of suﬂic1ent length to
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permit one of the plates at a time to be re-

moved from the frame, the strip is. pravided
at the sides of said opening with right angu-

lar laterally projecting flanges which engage
‘the flanged opposite edges of the cover plate
22 which is thus slidably connected to the

frame and is adapted to be slipped back and
forth to uncover and cover the opening in
the frame thus providing for the removal or
insertion of the plates containing the num-
bers or letters. "On the outer end of. the
cover plate 22 is formed a locking lug 23
which is adapted to be engaged by a spring
catch 24 arranged on one ‘end of the frame
whereby the cover is held in a closed posi-
tion. . On the opposite end of the cover is

- formed a thumb piece whereby the same may
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be readily retracted to an open position. .

On the rear side of thé top strip of the
frame 15 is formed a finger piece or lug 25
by means of which the frame may be more
readily gripped and drawn up out of en-
gagement with the guides 18 in the box.” On

‘the rear side of the frame 15 and spaced

apart at suitable intervals is a series of in-
tegrally formed connecting strips 26 which
serve to brace the upper and lower strips of
the frame and which are arranged in_posi-
tion to cover the joints or cracks between the
plates containing the numbers or letters of
the sign thus preventing the light from
showing through between the plates. The
plates 21 containing the numbers or letters
forming the sign are preferably formed of
glass and are of uniform width. ~The plates

* are double or formed of two pieces of glass,
~ the outer piece being transparent and hav-
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“numbers,

ing the numbers formed on the sides thereof
in outline and surrounded by a.solid back-
ground which is preferably black or of dazk
color. The rear pieces of the plates corre-
spond in size to the front pieces and are
preferably formed of oval or similar form
of glass, said pieces being cemented or
otherwise firmly secured to the inner sides
of the front plate thus covering and protect-
ing the band or other material forming the

In the side of the globular portion of the
body 1 is arranged a rearwardly projecting

- light conducting tube disposed Immediately

below the c¢enter of the box and having ar-

~ ranged on its rear end an annular head 29 in

1

which is secured the red glass signal lens 30
through which a red light is displayed at the
rear of the vehicle. ' o

- - On the side, of the body portioh ‘and in

60

the same horizontal plane as the rear tube
is arranged laterally projecting light con-
ducting tube 31 on the outer end of which
is-arranged a head 32 in which is secured
the green glass lens not shown for the side
signal light. ‘ v
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~Detachably secured to the lower end of
the body portion 1 of the lamp is a lamp

-socket or receptacle 34 which is preferably

of oval or globular form. _Any suitable form
of lamp may be arranged in the socket 34.
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~ On the inner side of the body portion of

the casing is arranged a socket 45 by means
of which the lamp may be engaged with a
bracket. for the purpose of supporting the
lamp in position on the rear end of the
vehicle. ' .
From the foregoing description taken in
connection with the accompanying drawings,
the construction and operation‘oxf? the inven-
tion will be readily understood without re-
quiring a more extended explanation.
Various changes in the form, proportion
and the minor details of construction may be
resorted to without departing from the

pended claims. _

Having thus described my invention, what
I claim i1s:

1. In a device of the character described,
a_frame for holding and displaying indi-
vidual interchangeable letter or number
plates, comprising ends, top and bottom hav-
ing parallel inwardly projecting flanges at
their opposite front and rear edges forming
longitudinal slideways for the plates the to
being provided with an opening at one en
to admit one plate at a time into the slide-
way, means for closing the opening, means
for securing the closing means in place over
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‘principle or sacrificing any of the advan- .
tages of the invention as defined in the ap- -
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the opening, and strips connecting the out- -

side flanges of the top and bottom in position
to cover the meeting edges of the plates.

2. In a combined signal and number dis-
playing lamp for vehicles a body portion, a
sign holding box arranged on and project-
ing laterally from the body portion, said box
having in its rear side a view opening and
in its upper side a passage through which
the sign is adapted to be arranged in and re-
moved from the box, a cover hinged to the
top of .the box and adapted to close said
passage, an upwardly projecting flange
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formed along the rear edge of the passage -

adjacent to the hinge connection of the:

cover whereby water is preventéd from en-
tering the passage, latches adapted to hold.
said cover in closed position, and a sign re-
movably held by the end walls of the box

immediately below the opening in the top -

thereof. .

In testimony whereof I have hereunto set
my hand in presence of two subscribing wit-
nesses., i , '

ALMOR MANOR PUCKETT. .
Witnesses: ‘ -
* D.'P. Faum, ,
" Henry S. GREESBEECK.

"Copiles of this patent may be obtained for five cénts each, i)ywadd,ressin'g the “ Commissioner of Patents,

Washington, D, ¢.»
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