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blind concertina-fashion in known manner into 
and out of its compacted folded condition, in 
Which the paper strips 26 are gathered together 
and lie flat one against another. Each tie may 
be secured to the slat in any convenient manner, 5 
as by knots 37, 38 made in the tie at opposite 
Sides of the slat. As described so far the blind 
is knOWn in itself. 
AS shown most clearly in Figures 3 and 4, the 

upper face of the batten 20 has formed in it tWo 
grooves 46, 42 for the ties, which grooves open 
downwards through two leading-in holes 44, 46, 
One in line with each row of perforations 30, 32. 
Each of these leading-in holes has a metal pin 
48 extending transversely across it, over which a 
tie runs, and the lower end of each leading-in 
hole may be countersunk. Staples 50 serve for 
retaining the ties in the grooves. By pulling the 
depending ends of the ties, the blinds can be 
folded and released in the manner of a Venetian 
blind. As the ties, especially after being in use 
for even a short time, do not close the holes or 
perforations 30, 32 light-tight, the blind as de 
scribed so far Cannot be used for black-out pur 
pOSeS. 
. In order to make the blind suitable for black 
out purposes and to Shut off all light that passes 
through the holes 30, 32, two longitudinal pleated 
masking strips 52, 54 of like material, preferably 
paper, are fixed to either Side of the extended 
sheet 22 overlying the two rows of holes from end 
to end thereof. The number of pleats in each 
of these pieces 52, 54 constituting masking strips 
may be equal to the number of pleats in the sheet 
22, but as shown in Figures 1 and 2, the pitch 
of the pleats in each masking strip may be tWice 
that of the pleats of the sheet 22; in other Words, 
the number of pleats in each masking Strip is 
twice the number of pleats in the sheet 22, and 40 
alternate pleats of each masking Strip are se 
cured to successive pleats of the sheet. In this 
construction, a V-shaped fold or pleat of the 
sheet 22 has secured to it a W-shaped folded 
portion providing two pleats of a masking Strip, 
the Sides of the W being affixed to the inside of 
the Wat the upper portions of the sides of the 
V, as clearly shown in Figure 2. 
In some cases ventilation apertures may be 

formed in the sheet 20 behind a maskeither in 
line with the holes for the ties, as shown at 56 
in Figure 5, or at either side of a row of holes, 
as shown at 58 in Figure 6. 
The modified blind Shown in Figure 7 is similar 

to that described above with reference to Figures 
1 to 4, but differs therefrom in that each pleated 
masking strip '60, one for each tie, has a number 
of pleats equal to the number of pleats of the 
sheet 22. In this construction the width of the 
pleats of the sheet 22 and those of the masking 
strip '60 are substantially equal, and they are so 
affixed together that the lower part of a V-shaped 
portion of the masking strip is affixed to the 
upper part of a pleat of the sheet 22, as shown 
at 62, whereby when the blind is extended, the 
greater part of the masking strip is arranged in 
spaced relation to the sheet 22. • - 
In the modified blind shown in Figure 8, a 

pleated masking strip '64 has perforated portions 
of its pleats lying in Spaced relation With the 
pleats of the sheet 22 at one side of the latter, 
and a tie 34 extends "through a roW of holes in 
the perforated portions. The number of the 
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pleats 66 of the masking strip '64 is equal to the 
number of pleats 26 of the sheet 22, but the width 
of the pleats 66 is greater than that of the pleats 
22, So that the perforated portions of the pleats 
66 lie in front of the pleats 26. The pleats of 
the sheet 22 and of the masking strip '64 are 
affixed together Symmetrically nested One in the 
other. 
The modified COnStrüction Of blind ShOWn in 

Figure 9 is similar to that described above with 
reference to Figure 7, but differs therefrom in 
that the tie 34 extends through a row of holes 
provided not in the Sheet 22, but in the parts of 
the pleats 66 of the pleated longitudinal mask 
ing strip '60 that lie in Spaced relation in front of 
the Sheet 22. 
The modified COnstruction of blind Shown in 

Figures 10 and 11 is similar to that described 
above with reference to Figures 1 and 2, but 
differs therefrom in that a single pleated longi 
tudinal masking strip '68 is provided instead of 
the two masking strips 52, 54. This strip '68 is 
constituted by a sheet of paper, and there are 
thus two pleated Sheets of paper arranged One in 
front of the other; the sheet 68 constitutes a 
mask for masking the holes 30 in the Sheet 22. 
Portions of the pleats 26 of the sheet 22 are cut 
aWay to provide rOWS Of Ventilating apertureS 70 
lying behind the masking strip 68. These rows 
of ventilating apertures 70 are arranged in paral 
lel relation extending from end to end of the 
blind, and may be arranged in any convenient 
Spacing, So that the apertures 70 may be of any 
COnvenient Size. 
Wherever a hole or perforation is provided in 

the sheet 22 or in a mask for receiving a tie it 
may be reinforced by means of a metal eyelet. 
Alternatively, aS shown in Figure 12, an eyelet 
in a pleat may be constituted by a piece of sheet 
material 72, e. g. paper or linen, preferably cir 
Cular, having in it a hole and affixed to the pleat 
26 with the holes in register one with the other. 
When the blind is sufficiently narrow one tie 

may be Sufficient for USe in closing and opening 
it. Also, When the blind is of considerable width, 
more than tWorties may be provided. Further, 
although stiff Opaque paper is preferably Used for 
making the blinds described above, in Some cases 
other materials that can bepleated, Such as stif 
fened linen or canvas or like woven fabric, or 
paper lined therewith, may be employed. If 
desired, the strips constituting masks may be of 
a colour different from that of the sheet on which 
they are fixed. 
I claim: -. M 

1. In a blind of the character described, the 
combination of two Superposed pieces of pleated 
foldable material each having a plurality of paral 
lel transverse strips arranged in a row extend 
ing from end to end of the blind with the pleats 
of one piece affixed to pleats of the other piece in 
Spaced relation, one of which pieces is perforated 
to provide a longitudinal row of holes extending 
in the direction of length of the blind, a tie that 
extends freely through said holes in the perforat 
ed piece and is operatively connected to the two 
strips at opposite ends thereof, the other of which 
pieces constitutes a maskfor masking said holes. 

2. In a blind of the character described, a com 
bination of parts as set forth in claim 1, wherein 
the pleats of the two pieces differ in width, and 
E pleats of greater width have said row of 
OeS. 
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3. In a blind of the character described, the 

combination of two Superposed pieces of pleated 
foldable material each having a plurality of 
parallel transverse strips arranged in a roW ex 
tending from end to end of the blind With the 
pleats of one piece affixed to pleats of the other 
piece in Spaced relation, One of Which pieces is 
perforated to provide a longitudinal row of holes 
extending in the direction of length of the blind, 
a tie that extends freely through said holes in 
the perforated piece and is operatively connected 
to the two strips at Opposite ends thereof, the 
other of which pieces constitutes a masking piece 
for said holes and hastwice the number of pleats 
of the perforated piece, alternate pleats of Which 
masking piece are affixed to successive pleats 
of the perforated piece. 

4. In a blind of the character described, a com 
bination of parts as sets forth in claim 1, wherein 
a V-shaped pleat of the perforated piece has af 
fixed to it a W-shaped folded portion providing 
two pleats of the masking piece, the Outer sides 
of each W-shaped fold being affixed to the inner 
sides of a V-shaped fold at the upper portions of 
the Sides of the V. 

5. In a blind of the character deSCribed, a COm 
bination of parts as set forth in claim 1, wherein 
One of said pleated pieces has ventilating aper 
tures arranged so as to be masked by the other 
pleated piece. 

6. A blind of the character described compris 
ing in combination two sheets of pleated material 

3 
| Superposed one on the other in spaced relation, 
each of Which sheets has a plurality of parallel 

- transverse strips arranged in a row extending 
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from end to end of the blind With the pleats of 
One sheet affixed to pleats of the other sheet, one 
of Which sheets is perforated to provide two paral 
lel rows of holes in Spaced relation extending in 
the direction of length of the blind, two ties ex 
tending freely each through One row of holes and 
Connected operatively to the two strips at opposite 
ends of the perforated Sheet, the other of Which 
sheets constitutes a mask for masking said holes, 
One of Which Sheets has ventilating apertures 
formed in it by remowing parts of its folds that 
lie Spaced away from imperforate portions of the 
other sheet. 

7. A blind of the character described compris 
ing the combination With a sheet of foldable ma 
terial having pleats providing a plurality of 
parallel transverse strips arranged in a row ex 
tending from end to end of the sheet, Which strips 
have holes arranged in at least one longitudinal 
row extending in the direction of length Of the 
sheet, and at least One tie each extending through 
a said row of holes, and each operatively con 
nected to the two end strips for gathering the 
Strips together and dra Wing the sheet into a fold 
ed Compact form, of at least one pleated longi 
tudinal masking strip of foldable material af 
fixed in Spaced relation to pleates at a side of the 
sheet and arranged to mask the holes therein. 
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