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To all whom it may concern.:
Be it known that I, Marx Axtonto Ricor,

- a citizen of the United States, residing at
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Clairton, in the county of Allegheny and
State of Pennsylvania, have invented certain
new and useful Improvements in Railroad-
Spikes; and I do hereby declare the follow-
ing to be a full, clear, and exact description
of the invention, such as will enable others
skilled in the art to which it appertains to
make and use the same.

This invention relates to improvements in
a railroad spike and has for one of its ob-
jects the provision of a device of this char-
acter, whereby the same will be prevented
from breaking loose in a railroad tie or be-
coming disengaged from the rail.

Another object of this invention is the
provision of upwardly inclined shoulders
formed upon the spike and adapted to bite
into the wood of the tie to prevent the same
from becoming accidentally withdrawn from
the tie.

A further object of this invention is the
provision of pointed projections formed
upon each lateral edge of the shoulders and
projecting beyond the lateral faces of the
railroad spike for the purpose of biting into
the railroad tie and assuring an efficient grip
upon the tie and which will prevent the spike
from being withdrawn from the tie acciden-
tally.

A still further object of this invention is
the provision of a railroad spike of the above
stated character, which shall be simple, du-
rable and efficient, and which may be manu-
factured and sold at a comparatively low
cost.

With these and other objects in view, as
will become more apparent as the descrip-
tion proceeds, the invention consists in cer-
tain novel features of construction, combina-
tion and arrangement of parts hereinafter
more fully described and claimed.

For a complete understanding of my in-
vention, reference is to be had to the follow-
ing description and accompanying drawing,
in which: '

Tigure 1 is a side elevation of a railroad
spike constructed in accordance with my in-
vention, '

Fig. 2 is a front elevation of the same,

Fig. 8 is a top plan view illustrating the
formation of the head of the spike,

Fig. 4 is a transverse sectional view illus-

trating the pointed extensions upon the
shoulders.
Fig. 5 is a fragmentary perspective view
partly in section of the railroad spike.
Referring in detail to the drawing, the
numeéral 1 indicates a body portion of a rail-
road spike having formed upon its upper
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end, an elongated head 2, which head is

adapted to project over the flange 3 of a rail
for securing the rail to a tie 4. The spike is
driven into the tie in the usual manner so
that the head overlies the flange of the rail.
The lower end of the body is beveled as
shown at 5 for the purpose of providing a
sharpened or pointed end for the spike so
that the same may be readily driven into the
tie 4. :

A plurality of shoulders 6 are formed

upon the front and rear faces of the spike and

are located in relatively spaced relation with
each other. The shoulders 6 are each pro-
vided with a horizontal top face and an up-
wardly inclined side face. Upwardly and
outwardly inclined pointed extensions 7 are
formed on each end of the shoulders and
project beyond the lateral faces of the body

1 for the purpose of biting into the tie when -

the spike has been driven home in the tie 4.
The pointed extensions 7 provide compara-
tively large gripping faces to the spike so
that the same will be prevented from being
accidentally withdrawn from the tie as by
upper pressure or pull upon the spike, the
projections bite into the tie, making it nec-
essary to tear the fiber of the tie around the
spike before the spike can be removed from
the tie 4.

From the foregoing description taken in
connection with the accompanying drawing,
it will be noted that a novel means has been
provided for retaining a railroad spike in a
tie, and which will prevent the loosening
of a spile in the tie while securing the rail to
the tie. ‘

While I have shown and described the
preferred embodiment of my invention, it
will be understood that minor changes in
construction, combination and arrangement
of parts may be made without departing
from the spirit and scope of the invention ag
claimed.

Having thus described my invention, what
I claim is: :

A railroad spike comprising a body, a
head on said body, shoulders formed upon
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the front and rear faces of said body, and  In testimony whereof I affix my signature
each having a horizontal top face and an in presence of two witnesses.
upwardly inclined side face, and upwardly

and outwardly inclined pointed extensions’ MARK ANTONIO RICCL
formed upon each end of each shoulder and Witnesses:

adapted to bite into a tie to prevent the spike Joux T. BAKER,

from being withdrawn therefrom. Saram B. Pexx.

Copies of this patent may be obtained for five cents each, by addressing the “Commissioner of Patents,
’ Washington, D. C.” ‘



