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To all whom it may concern.:

Be it known that I, Jorx~ Purri, a subject
of the King of Hungary, residing at Elberta,
in the county of Baldwin and State of Ala-
bama, have invented certain new and usetul
Improvements in Mail-Boxes; of which the
following is a specification.

~This invention relates to new and useful

improvements in mail boxes.

The primary object of the present inven-

tion is the provision of a mail box adapted
for the reception of letters and other mail
matter and having an operative closure pre-
venting any access to the box contents while
the entrance slot 1s open. '

A further object 1s the provision of co-
operating tilting plates interiorly of a mail
container and adapted for closing access to
the holding chamber of the box during all
times that mail matter is capable of being
deposited within the box casing. ‘

A still further object is to provide shifting
plates actuated by a lid for the entrance slot
and whereby a mail supporting platform is
provided when the slot is opened and con-
verging slides provided upon closing the slot.

With these general objects in view and
others that will appear as the nature of the
invention is better understood, the same con-
sists in the novel combination and arrange-
ment of parts hereinafter fully described,
illustrated in the accompanying drawings
and pointed out in the appended claim.

Tn the drawings forming a part of this ap-
plication and in which like designating char-
acters refer to corresponding parts through-
out the several views:—Figure 1 is a front
elevation of a mail box provided with the

_present invention illustrated partially in sec-

tion upon the line I—I of Fig. 2. Fig. 2 is
o vertical transverse sectional view taken
upon line II—II of Fig. 1, showing the box
closed, and Fig. 8 is a similar view with the
box elements in their open positions.
Referring more in detail to the drawings,
the casing 10 forming the mail box is_pro-
vided with an exit door 11 for the mail de-
posited in the lower collecting chamber 12
of the box. The casing is provided with a
forwardly sloping top 13 terminating in a
shoulder 14 forming the upper side of a
mail entrance slot 15 in the forward side 16,
of the box casing. A closure or lid 17 hav-
ing a finger hold or handle 18 is pivoted ad-
jacent the lower edge 19 of the slot by means
of a trunnion rod 20 extending therethrough

‘and having its opposite ends 21 journaled in
the end walls of the casing. An inwardly
extending plate 22 angularly projects from

the closure 17, being integral therewith, and «

is provided adjacent each end thereof upon
its inner upper face with a lug 23 having one
end of a link 24 pivoted thereto. Lugs 25
are carried inwardly of the rear wall of the
casing and adjacent each end wall thereof

and have pivotally mounted therebetween a

guide plate 26. Lugs 27 adjacent the oppo-
site ends of said guide plate have links 28
pivoted thereto, which links 28 are provided
with ping 29 adjacent their free ends and
slidably mounted within longitudinal slots
80 in the free end portions of the links 24.

With this form of constuction, a down-
ward tilting of the closure 17 from the closed
position illustrated in Fig. 2 to the open po-
sition shown in Fig. 3 results in opening the
entrance slot 15 for the admission of mail
matter which will then rest upon the hori-
zontal plates 22 and 26, while upon again
closing the member 17 such mail matter is
precipitated into the containing chamber 12
by the tilting of the two plates. The plates
heing trunnioned adjacent the opposite walls
of the receptacle and hinged together by
means of the connecting links 24 and 28, it
is evident that the weight of the said plates
normally retains the closure 17 fitting with-
in the slot 15 and with its upper edge engag-
ing the shoulder 14. It will also be seen
when the closure 17 is open the plates 22 and
26 being substantially horizontal, it is im-
possible for a person to remove or have any
access whatever with the mail in the lower
deposit chamber 12 and that such chamber
is only opened for free access from above
when the closure 17 is closed. The pivotal
link connection between the plates allows a
simultaneous moving of said plates to hori-
zontal parallel positions when the closure 17
is opened. Oppositely positioned stops 31
are secured to the rear wall of the casing and
are provided with inclined front faces 32
adapted for contacting with the lower sur-
face of the guide plate 26 when the same is
tilted with the closure in its closed position.

A serviceable mail receptacle is thus pro-
vided that is easy and inexpensive to manu-
facture and one that prevents any unau-
thorized access to the mail matter deposited
therein. '

While the forms of the invention herein
shown and described are what are believed
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to be preferable embodiments thereof, it is
nevertheless to be understood that minor
changes may be made in the form, propor-
tion and details of construction without de-
parting from the spirit and scope of the

Invention as set forth in the appended claim. -

- What I claim as new is:— v

A mail box comprising a casing having an
entrance slot in the front wall thereof, a
closure lid for said slot trunnioned in the
casing adjacent the lower edge of said slot,
a rearwardly projecting plate integral with

“said lid and positioned within said casing,

a guide plate pivoted to the rear wall of the
casing and adapted to underlap said rear-

~wardly. projecting plate in spaced  parallel

relation thereto when said lid is in its open
position, pivotal connecting links pivoted to
the upper faces of said plates, and limiting
stops carried by the rear wall of the casing
beneath said guide plate and having inclined
faces adapted for contacting said guide plate
when the lid is-in its closed position.

In testimony whereof I afﬁgz my signature
in presence of two witnesses. R »

: .. JOHN PETRIL

Witnesses: S o
Erwin Kornver,
Jor Prrrr,

* . Copies of this patent may be obtained for five cents each, by addressing the ‘:‘ Commissioner of Patents,

‘Washington, D, C.”
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