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BATHING CHAIR FOR CHILDREN
Gloria E. Hall and Frank H. Jenkins, both of
P.O. Box 305, Stephens, Ark.
Filed Jan. 29, 1962, Ser. No. 169,363
6 Claims. (Cl. 4—185)

This invention relates to certain new and useful im-
provements in chair-like means particularly adapted for
supporting children in connection with the bathing of
such children, and which comprises a - device readily
mountable upon and removable from asuitable bath area
such as a bathtub or the like. As is well known, it is
particularly difficult to effect bathing of young children,
and even more particularly it is difficult to effect sham-
pooing or washing of the hair of such young children.

The present device is intended for usage in connection
with such bathing activities in connection with children
between the ages of one and approximately seven years
and the like, and provides a device which may readily
be seated in ‘a bathtub or other suitable bathing area,
and, when the use thereof has been concluded, may as
simply and easily be removed therefrom. A further ob-
jection which has previously been presented by chair de-
vices which might be adaptable for the presently contem-
plated use is the inability of such prior devices to be prop-
erly adjusted to the progressive changes in the size of
the child or children in relation thereto as the same pro-
gress in age.

The principal object of the present invention is to pro-
vide a new and novel bathing chair structure adapted for
usage in connection with the bathing of children.

A further object of the invention is to provide such a
device which may be readily mounted upon and remov-
able from a suitable bathing area.

A further object of the invention is to provide such a
device which may conveniently be adjusted to fit the sizes
of varying size children and which is particularly adapted
for adjustment to accommeodate differing size children
as they grow older.

A further object of the invention is to provide a seat-
ing chair for children adapted for use in conjunction
with bathing or the like which comprises a base having
an angularly disposed seat rearwardly tilted downwardly,
a pair of side arms rigidly fixed to such seat, each of the
sides being provided with a diagonally disposed slot
spaced longitudinally rearwardly from the rearward end
of the seat and each of the sides is provided with a- simi-
larly diagonally grooved slideway longitudinally alined
with the aforesaid slots, the said grooved slideways be-
ing adapted for the reception of the side edges of a back
rest member, and adjustable attachment means engag-
ing said slots into the back rest member.

A further object of the invention is to provide such a
device in which the back rest member includes a suit-
able head rest. .

A further object of the invention is to provide such a
device in which the back rest member may be adjusted
from a lowered position to an extended position.

A further object of the invention is to provide such a
device which includes means limiting adjusting shift of
the back rest member; and

A further object of the invention is generally to im-
prove the design, construction and efficiency of bathing
chairs.

The means by which the foregoing and other objects
of the present invention are accomplished and the man-
ner of their accomplishment will be readily understood
from the following specification upon reference to the ac-
companying drawings, in which:
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FIG. 1 is a front view of a preferred form of a bath-
ing chair embodying the present invention.

Flgl(i. 2 is a top plan view of the device as seen in

FIG. 3 is a side elevational view of the device as seen
in FIGS. 1 and 2.

FIG. 4 is a side elevational view from the opposite
side of the device, shown with the back rest portion in
an adjusted position,

FIG. 5 is a fragmentary sectional view on a slightly
enlarged scale taken as on the line V—V of FIG., 3.

Referring now to the drawings in which the various
parts are indicated by numerals, the bathing chair of
the present invention comprises a pair of oppositely
identical side members 13, which are rigidly intercon-
nected at their forward ends and somewhat below the
upper level of the side members by a front panel 13. The
forward portion of a seat 15 rests upon and is fixed to
front panel 13, extends rearwardly therefrom at a slight-
ly downwardly tilted angle, and along the edges of seat
15 it is rigidly fixed to and interconnects side members
11. Seat 15 terminates intermediate the front to rear
length of side members 11.

Above seat 15 each of the side members is provided
with an armrest portion 17 which curves upwardly then
extends rearwardly, the armrests terminating slightly for-
wardly of the rearward edge of seat 15. Rearwardly of
armrests 17, side members 11 extend upwardly and fur-
ther rearwardly in wings 19. The lower edges of each
of side members 11 is provided with front and rear feet
21 which preferably are covered with non-slip caps 23.

Each of side members 11 is provided with a diagonal-
ly disposed slideway 25 which extends diagonally down-
wardly and forwardly from the upper end of wings 19 of
side members 11 throughout the depth of side members
11. Bach of slideways 25 is disposed so that it is close-
1y adjacent to the rearward edge of seat 15. In addi-
tion each of side members 11 is provided with a diagonal
slot 27 which begins adjacent and below the upper end
of wings 19 and extends downwardly throughout the ex-
tent of the wings, terminating somewhat above the level
of the rear edge of seat 15 and somewhat rearwardly of
the rear end of armrests 17.

Slidably mounted in slideways 25 is a backrest 29
which is slidably supported by slideways 25 in a diagonal-
ly tilted position, the position of backrest 29 intersect-
ing the position of seat 15 at an obtuse angle. Prefer-
ably the upper end of backrest 29 is cut out as at 31 to
provide a head support, and head support 31 may be pro-
vided with cushioning pad 33 as desired.

It will be observed that slots 27 are longitudinally
alined with slideways 25 and extend through the body
of side members 11 into communication with the slide-
ways and through the base of the slideways into com-
munication with backrest 29 which is slidably mounted
in the slideways.

On each side member 11 is provided a thumb screw
35, having preferably a convenient handle 37. Screw 35
extends through an enlarged disc 39 and into and through
slots 27 and slideways 25 into threaded engagement with
the edges of backrest 29 engaged within slideways 25.
When tightened into backrest 29 against side members 11,
thumb screws 35 are effective to retain backrest 29 against
sliding movement relative to slideways 25. When loos-
ened from such tight engagement against side members 11
the backrest is freed for sliding movement, and upon
such ‘sliding movement moves the thumb screws with it
along the diagonal slots 27.

It will thus be seen that the upper and lower limits
of slots 27 afford stop means engageable by the thumb
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screws 35 so as to effectively provide a definition of the
limits of movement of the backrest relative to the slide-
ways.

Preferably each of side members 11 is provided with
a handhold 41 for convenient handling of the chair mem-
ber in its placing to and from use position. Handholds
41 are preferably cut through side members 11 slightly
forwardly of backrest 29, and in addition to providing
means for handling the device, they also provide means
for the passage of a suitable strap therethrough if it is
desirable or necessary to fasten the child into the bathing
chair,

In the use of the device it may be positioned in a suit-
able bathing area such as a bathtub. When so positioned
the caps 23 on feet 21 are gengrally effective to prevent
undue sliding movement of the chair structure relative
to such bathing area. After the device is positioned in
the bathing area the child to be bathed therein may be
placed upon the seat 15 and the backrest 29 may be ad-
justed until the head support 31 is moved up into line
with the neck of the child. Thereupon thumb screws 35
may be tightened to hold the back rest in such adjusted
position, such as for example the position shown in FIG.
4. Bathing of the child may easily be accomplished, and
if it is desired to shampoo the hair of the child, the head
of the child may be leaned rearwardly over the headrest
31 and pad 33 so as to eliminate the possibility of sham-
PoO, soap or suds spattering into the face and eyes of the
child.

After the bathing has been completed the child may
be removed to such place as is desired for purposes of
being dried off, the chair may be readjusted to fit yet
another child whose bathing is desired if the size of the
child is different from that of the first bather.

It will be seen that the present device thus provides a
highly efficient means by which a bathing chair for sup-
porting a child for bathing and hair shampooing is pro-
vided; that it is readily adjustable to accommodate the
size of various children who may use the chair; and that
it is highly efficient in this purpose, being provided with
the backrest slidably engaging the slideways, yet the move-
ment of the backrest is positively limited so as to prevent
overtravel of the backrest beyond the limits of the silde-
ways.

It will also be observed that, in the preferred embodi-
ment, the upper edges of the wings of sides 11 project
substantially above the level of backrest 29 and provide
additional support means against lateral movement of the
occupant of the chair.

We claim:

1. In a bathing chair adapted for use with children,
a pair of upstanding side supports extending from front
to rear of said chair and having feet for seating upon a
bathing area surface, means interconnecting said side
supports adjacent their front ends, a seat elevated above
the bottoms of said side supports, the lateral edges of
said seat rigidly connected to and spanning between said
side supports below the upper edges thereof, said seat tilted
rearwardly downwardly, the rear edge of said seat dis-
posed forwardly of the rear part of said side supports, the
rear part of said side supports including upwardly and
rearwardly extending wings projecting substantially above
said seat, diagonal slideways formed in said side supports
rearwardly of and closely adjacent to said rear seat edge,
said slideways extending intermediately along the wings
of said side support substantially throughout the depth
of said side supports diagonally downwardly and for-
wardly, a back rest, the side edges of the backrest slid-
ably mounted in said slideways, said backrest being shift-
able to and from adjusted positions relative to said seat,
said back rest angularly disposed relative to said seat at
an obtuse angle with the lower edge of said backrest be-
low the upper surface of said seat, slots in said side sup-
ports communicating with said slideways and alined there-
with, screw means mounted on said side members extend-

4

ing through said slots into adjustable engagement with
the edges of said back rest, said screw means adjustable
to hold said back rest in selected shifted positions, said
slots being of less extent than said wings and limiting
shifting movement of said screws under shift of said back

* rest to prevent overtravel of said back rest relative to said
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side members extending above the surface of said back
rest to provide means limiting lateral movement of an
occupant of a said chair.

2. In a bathing chair adapted for use with children,
a pair of upstanding side supports extending from front
to rear of said chair, means interconnecting said side sup-
ports adjacent their front ends, a seat elevated above the
bottoms of said side supports, the lateral edges of said seat
rigidly connected to and spanning between said side sup-
ports below the upper edges thereof, said seat tilted rear-
wardly downwardly, the rear edge of said seat disposed
forwardly of the rear part of said side supports, the rear
part of said side supports including upwardly and rear-
wardly extending wings projecting substantially above
said seat, diagonal slideways formed in said side supports
rearwardly of and closely adjacent to said rear seat edge,
said slideways extending intermediately along the wings of
said side supports substantially throughout the depth of
said side supports diagonally downwardly and forwardly,
a back rest, the side edges of said backrest slidably mount-
ed in said slideways, said backrest being shiftable to and
from adjusted positions relative to said seat, said back
rest angularly disposed relative to said seat with the lower
edge of said backrest below the upper surface of said seat
slots in said side supports communicating with said slide-
ways and alined therewith, screw means mounted on said
side members extending through said slots into adjust-
able engagement with the edges of said back rest, said
screw means adjustable to hold said back rest in selected
shifted positions, said slots being of less extent than said
wings and limiting shifting movement of said screws un-
der shift of said back rest to prevent overtravel of said
back rest relative to said side supports, the upper parts
of the wings of said side members extending above the
surface of said back rest and said seat to provide means
limiting lateral movement of an occupant of a said chair.

3. In a bathing chair adapted for use with children,
a pair of upstanding side supports extending from front
to rear of said chair, means interconnecting said side
supports adjacent their front ends, a seat elevated above
the bottoms of said side supports, the lateral edges of
said seat rigidly connected to said side supports, said seat
spanning between said side supports, said seat tilted rear-
wardly downwardly, the rear edge of said seat disposed
forwardly of the rear part of said side supports, the rear
part of said side supports including upwardly and rear-
wardly extending wings projecting substantially above said
scat, diagonal slideways formed in said side supports
rearwardly of and closely adjacent to said rear seat edge,
said slideways extending intermediately along the wings
of said side supporis substantially throughout the depth
of said side supports diagonally downwardly and forward-
ly, a back rest, the side edges of said backrest slidably
mounted in said slideways shiftable to and from adjusted
positions relative to said seat, said back rest angularly
disposed relative to said seat at an obtuse angle with the
lower edge of said backrest below the upper surface of
said seat, slots in said side supports communicating with
said slideways and alined therewith, screw means
mounted on said side members extending through said
slots into adjustable engagement with the edges of said
back rest, said screw means adjustable to hold said back
rest in selected shifted positions, said slots being of less
extent than said wings and limiting shifting movement
of said screws under shift of said back rest to prevent
overtravel of said back rest relative to said side supports.

4. In a bathing chair adapted for use with children,
a pair of upstanding side supports extending from front
to rear of said chair, means interconnecting said side



3,086,222

supports adjacent their front ends, a seat elevated above
the bottoms of said side supports, the lateral edges of
said seat rigidly connected to said side supports, said seat
spanning between said side supports, the rear edge of
said seat disposed forwardly of the rear part of said side
supports, the rear part of said side supports including up-
wardly and réarwardly extending wings projecting sub-
stantially above said seat, diagonal slideways formed in
said side supports rearwardly of and closely adjacent to
said rear seat edge, said slideways extending intermediate-
ly along ‘the wings of said side supposts substantially
throughout the depth of said side supports diagonally
downwardly and forwardly, a back rest, the side edges
of said backrest slidably mounted in said slideways, said
backrest being shiftable to and from adjusted positions
relative to said seat, said back rest angularly disposed
relative to said seat with the lower edge of said backrest
below the upper surface of said seat, diagonal slots in
said side supports communicatiig with said slideways
and alined therewith, screw means mounted on said side
members extending through said slots into adjustable en-
gagement with the edges of said back rest, said screw
means adjustable to hold said back restin selected shifted
positions, said slots being of less extent than said wings
and limiting shifting movement of said screws under shift
of said back rest to prevent overtravel of said back rest
relative to said side supports.

5. In a bathing chair adapted for use with children,
a pair of uvpstanding side supports extending from front
to rear of said chair, means. interconnecting said side
supports adjacent their front ends, a seat elevated above
the bottoms of said side supports, the lateral edges of
said seat rigidly comnected to and spanning between
said side supports below the upper edges thereof, said
seat iilted rearwardly downwardly, the rear edge of said
seat disposed forwardly of the rear part of said side
-supports, diagonal slideways formed in said side supports
rearwardly of and closely adjacent to said rear seat edge,
said slideways extending intermediately of said side sup-
ports substantially throughout the depth of said side sup-
ports diagonally downwardly and forwardly, a back rest,
the side edges of said backrest slidably mounted in said
slideways, said backrest being shiftable to and from ad-
justed positions relative to said seat, said back rest angu-
larly disposed relative to said seat at an obtuse angle with
the lower edge of said backrest below the upper surface
of said seat, slots in said side supports communicating
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with said slideways and alined therewith, screw means
mounted on said side members extending through said
slots into adjustable engagement with the edges of said
back rest, said screw means adjustable to hold said back
rest in selected shifted positions, said slots being shorter
than said slideways limiting shifting movement of said
screws under shift of said back rest to prevent over-
travel of said back rest relative to said side supports, the
upper parts of said side members extending above the
surface of said back rest and said seat to provide means
limiting lateral movement of an occupant of a said chair.

6. In a bathing chair adapted for use with children,
a pair of upstanding side supports extending from front
to rear of said chair, means interconnecting said side
supports adjacent their front ends, a seat elevated above
the bottoms of said side supports, the lateral edges of
said seat rigidly connected to said side supports, said seat
spanning between said side supports, the rear edge of said
seat disposed forwardly of the rear part of said. side
supports, diagonal slideways formed in said side supports
rearwardly of and closely adjacent to said rear seat edge,
said slideways extending intermediately of said side sup-
ports substantiaily throughout the depth of said side sup-
ports diagonally dewnwardly and forwardly, a back rest,
the side edges of said backrest slidably mounted in said
slideways, said backrest being shiftable to and  from
adjusted positions relative to said seat, said back rest angu-
larly disposed relative to said seat with the lower edge of
said backrest below the upper surface of said seat, diag-
onal slots in said side supports communicating with said
slideways and alined therewith, screw means mounted on
said side members extending through said slots into ad-
justable engagement with the edges of said back rest,
said screw means adjustable to hold said back rest in
selected shifted positions, said slots being shorter than
said slideways limiting shifting movement of said screws

. under shift of said back rest to prevent overtravel of said

back rest relative to said side supports.
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